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Image: Pixabay by Alexas_Fotos Even if you didn't play with Barbie dolls as a kid, you most likely have heard of this iconic doll. Created in 1959 by Ruth Handler, the Barbie doll was meant to serve as an inspiration and a role model for little girls. The marketing for these Barbie dolls started in 1959 as well, with TV commercials causing the sales for these dolls to skyrocket. But it's
not just the "Barbie" dolls that people love, as the Ken dolls, dream houses and fancy cars were (and still are) a big hit. Other notable Barbie appearances include Astronaut Barbie, Malibu Barbie, Surgeon Barbie and Gold Medal Barbie.Due to the success of Barbie dolls, a fan club was created, as well as a Barbie convention for fans. Diversity has also played a huge roll in the
Barbie universe, with the "dolls of the world" collection showcasing various Barbie dolls from different countries. These dolls have also spawned movies, video games, songs and TV shows, as well as a Barbie smartphone app. And if fashion is your thing, a New York Barbie fashion runway show was actually created in 2009 to honor the iconic and beautiful outfits of Barbie dolls.
So if you think you're just like Barbie on the inside, then take this happy personality quiz now! PERSONALITY Can We Actually Guess Your Sister’s Name in Only 30 Questions? 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min PERSONALITY Tell Us About Your Favorite Things and We'll Match You to Your Ideal Haircut 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min PERSONALITY What Color Nail Polish Matches Your Inner Zodiac?
5 Minute Quiz 5 Min PERSONALITY What Nail Polish Color Should You Really Be Wearing? 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min PERSONALITY The “Am I Attractive?” Quiz 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min PERSONALITY What Kind of Weird Are You? 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min PERSONALITY What Personality Type Are You? 6 Minute Quiz 6 Min PERSONALITY What Color Is Your Name? 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min
PERSONALITY What % BFF Material Are You? 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min PERSONALITY Design a Wedding Dress and We'll Guess Where You’ll Get Married 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min How much do you know about dinosaurs? What is an octane rating? And how do you use a proper noun? Lucky for you, HowStuffWorks Play is here to help. Our award-winning website offers reliable, easy-
to-understand explanations about how the world works. From fun quizzes that bring joy to your day, to compelling photography and fascinating lists, HowStuffWorks Play offers something for everyone. Sometimes we explain how stuff works, other times, we ask you, but we’re always exploring in the name of fun! Because learning is fun, so stick with us! Playing quizzes is free! We
send trivia questions and personality tests every week to your inbox. By clicking "Sign Up" you are agreeing to our privacy policy and confirming that you are 13 years old or over. Copyright © 2021 InfoSpace Holdings, LLC, a System1 Company Barbie Ferreira has been making waves in the beauty industry ever since Aerie tapped her to be a part of its Photoshop-free campaign
that instantly went viral. A lingerie model who isn't a size 0 and who's totally unretouched? Yes, please. Some might label her as plus-size, but we say she's real."There's so much more to people than their differences. It's a part of you—it's something you should embrace and celebrate—but it's not just that. I'm more than just a curvy girl," she said in an interview with
Glamour.Ferreira admits that she dieted as a kid, and while she definitely doesn't recommend it, she doesn't judge. Actually, her entire mantra is to be a walking judgment-free zone, and it's seriously refreshing. Despite the negativity and body-shaming that Internet trolls perpetuate, she's forgiving. "I'm so sorry you feel the need to care so much about what someone else looks like.
I've never looked at someone and been like, I have the need to comment on the way you look because I don't like it. I kind of feel bad for you, body shamers," she says.To stay confident, she surrounds herself with positive energy and people, and she has learned to really, truly love herself. "There is no one type of beauty, and looking toward one standard is the [unhealthiest] thing
in the world," she said. For her full, inspiring message—including her advice to young girls and the one thing you should never say to a curvy girl—check out the video below.For another encouraging outlook on body confidence: If you grew up thinking one day you'd get to live in your own real-life Barbie dream house, the Palms hotel in Las Vegas is giving you the chance to at
least spend the night in one. In celebration of Barbie's birthday, the girl has her own luxury suite (decked out in hot pink, obvi) designed by celebudecorator Jonathan Adler. There are Barbie pillows on the couch, Barbie prints on the walls, and a (kinda creepy) mirror surrounded by 1959 Black & White Bathing Suit Barbies. But living in this Barbie world will cost you a pretty penny:
one night in this 2,350 square foot hotel room will run you $4,000—and sadly does not include a hot pink convertible for cruising the strip.RELATED LINKS:· Inside Allure: A Barbie World· Daily Beauty Reporter: The Politics of Highlights· Daily Beauty Reporter: Unhappy Birthday, Barbie· Inside Allure: Lean More About Barbie's 50th· Daily Beauty Reporter: The Hottest Body In
Vegas At 50, Barbie still looks smokin', and it's no wonder: With pros like makeup artist Charlotte Tilbury and hairstylist Orlando Pita at your disposal, who wouldn't? Of course, they had their work cut out for them at Saturday's Barbie show at Fashion Week, in which Barbie modeled looks from 50 designers including Michael Kors, Marchesa, and natch, Bob Mackie.The Look:
Tilbury described past Barbie as, "a 1950s dominatrix, naughty girl." Meow. Porcelain-doll skin laid the foundation for thick, winged cat-eye liner and lush mascara, highly defined cheekbones, and red vinyl lips with glossy Stila Lip Glaze in Strawberry for added shine. Present-day Barbie embodied the quintessential California girl, with shimmery, glowing skin, lilac and grey
shadows blended up to the brow bone, natch, pink cheeks and baby pinkish/beige gloss to match. And Barbie's future? It looks bright. Tilbury pictured, "a Venetian masquerade ball," which evoked images of butterflies and peacocks. She used Stila Smudge Pots in Charm, Wisteria, and Cobalt as the backdrop for glitter, sequins, and pink and purple feathers to frame the eyes, and
wisely kept the lips more neutral with Topaz Kajal liner and Praline Lip Glaze, à la Bardot."'"She is the epitome of fabulous hair," said Pita, who also created three distinct eras of Barbie 'dos. The past look matched the classic makeup via an ultra-high ponytail and razor-sharp blunt bangs. Present Barbie was all about big hair: teased, voluminous, and well, did we mention BIG?
For the future look, he gathered the girls' hair up into large buns and added braided extensions for texture. His secret weapon throughout? Orlando Pita Renew Dry Conditioner, an aerosol spray that conditions both human and doll hair.The Scene: Chaotic. The show included 51 models, 51 little girls, and 51 chaperones, and the kids were scampering around underfoot in white
Barbie T-shirts and red and pink tutus. But once the show started, the music was loud, the models were upbeat, and the vibe was well, amazing.Lesson Learned: Turns out, Madonna's not the only girl who can reinvent herself.—Erin Flaherty Come on, Barbie, let’s go … shopping! For the doll’s 50th birthday this year, corporate parent Mattel wrapped up a whopper of a present:
Barbie’s first-ever flagship store. The six-story, 35,000-square-foot House of Barbie in Shanghai, designed by New York’s Slade Architecture, “is the first physical representation of the new chapter of Barbie,” says Richard Dickson, senior VP of the brand. It’s a timely project. With U.S. sales down in recent years, Mattel hopes Barbie will take off in emerging markets like China,
where she really is a fresh face. The retail space’s design reflects her ambition to be more than a plaything — House of Barbie also has apparel, a beauty salon, and a café. “Mattel wanted to raise the experience to the level of a flagship fashion store, as opposed to a flagship toy store,” says architect James Slade. The message: Life in plastic? It’s fantastic. Here’s the backstory:
Last year, Nickolay Lamm, a Pittsburgh-based artist who specializes in the makings of Internet-friendly visualizations, designed what he called “Normal Barbie,” an attempt to make the doll reflect more typical bodies. Using measurements of an average 19-year-old woman from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, he then molded them to Barbie’s 3-D model. The result
went viral. Now, just as Mattel has been ramping up a questionable “unapologetic” campaign for the doll–including featuring her in the latest Sports Illustrated swimsuit edition–Lamm has launched a crowdfunding site to produce 5,000 “Lammily” dolls, models that feature average proportions, a light amount of makeup, and bendy joints. It’s an alternative, he says, to unrealistically
thin dolls like Barbie, or the hyper-sexualized Bratz, which have traditionally dominated the market.“I feel like there’s a very good chance that those types of dolls affect young girls,” Lamm said. “If there’s a very good chance like that, and if the average sized doll can actually look good, like Lammily does, let’s make it then. If there’s even a 10% chance that those dolls affect [body
image], let’s make it.” Researchers at the University Central Hospital in Helsinki, Finland found that if Barbie’s proportions existed on a real human being, she wouldn’t have the 17% to 22% body fat necessary to menstruate. And while it’s difficult to gauge, there is some empirical evidence that Barbie could affect a girl’s self-image: A 2006 study published in Developmental
Psychology, for example, found that significantly more little girls exposed to images of Barbie (versus exposure to various picture books), reported being unhappy with their bodies and expressed the desire to be thinner then and as an adult.There’s no way to tell if it’s the dissatisfaction with Barbie’s form that has had an impact on Mattel’s weakening sales numbers for the doll.
Yet, in 2013, Barbie sales slumped by 6%, then showed a 13% drop from the previous year during the holidays. Last month, lead designer Kim Culmone also doubled down on Barbie’s proportions in an interview with Co.Design’s Mark Wilson, explaining away her starved proportions as necessary for the clothes, and asserting that the body image issue was moot.But when I ask
Lamm what he makes of Barbie’s strange (and what Culmone would argue as necessary) proportions to service her clothes, he points to the fact that doll clothing could simply be thinner and more flexible. “I’m 100% sure there’s something called thinner materials, and that’s my response to [Mattel]. I actually put some Barbie clothes on my original model, and she looked pretty
good.” Lamm will attempt to raise $95,000 to cover the cost of producing 5,000 Lammily dolls. But one of his main challenges will be to get kids to go for something new. Attempts at average-sized dolls in the past have failed to stick around, he says, but he guesses that’s because the “average size” sloganeering wasn’t appealing to kids. He’s not planning on pressing that
message.“The key to differentiate is that my doll is a cool-looking doll that just happens to be average,” he says. “Very few kids are concerned about body image like parents are. It would be like me trying to feed them broccoli.” In a study that Barbie conducted, 81% of 8,000 moms who had daughters under the age of 10 said they were worried about the types of role models their
little girls were exposed to. These new dolls are a direct response to this anxiety. “We are thrilled to shine a light on real life role models to remind them that they can be anything,” Lisa McKnight, SVP and GM of Barbie, said in a statement announcing the collection. At first blush, the toy brand has done an admirable job of highlighting inspirational women of many different
ethnicities from around the world who have an impressive array of achievements. There’s Wonder Woman director Patty Jenkins from the United States, two Michelin-star French chef Hélène Darroze, and Chinese ballerina Yuan Tan. There are even historical icons like artist Frida Kahlo, NASA mathematician Katherine Jenkins, and pilot Amelia Earhart.And some even come with
props! Olympic gold medalist Chloe Kim has her own snowboard, Australian conservationist (and Steve Irwin’s daughter) Bindi Irwin comes with a koala bear, and Chinese volleyball champion Hui Ruoqi has a ball in tow.The dolls’ faces, eye colors, and hairstyles appear carefully designed to capture the likenesses of the real woman each is meant to represent. But for all this
attention to detail, it seems strange that Mattel made all the dolls rail thin. In fact, the dolls’ bodies are almost identical each another–which is the first tip-off that something is amiss. Irwin’s doll is a little shorter than her counterparts, while Ruoqi’s is slightly taller, and Spanish entrepreneur Vicky Martin Berrocal’s is a smidge curvier, but there is nothing realistic about these dolls at
all.It’s an odd move for Mattel. Since 2009, Barbie sales have spiraled downward. Between 2012 and 2014 alone, the brand’s sales plummeted by 20%. While part of this shift has to do with kids preferring electronic toys over analog ones, analysts say that part of the decline is due to parents who believe Barbie is a bad influence on girls. A slew of research has found that playing
with Barbie makes girls feel lower self-esteem about their bodies.In response, Barbie made a big push towards body inclusivity at the start of 2016 by releasing Barbies in three new body types: curvy, petite, and tall. These dolls came in seven skin tones, 22 eye colors, and 24 hairstyles. But when I was reporting a story about Barbie last December, I couldn’t find many of these
curvy dolls in stores. The vast majority tended to come in the original body shape, which consists of enormous breasts, a minuscule waist, and very thin legs. If a real woman had Barbie’s proportions, she would have half a liver, a tiny intestine, and would tip over since her legs would not be able to support her weight.Related: Inside Barbie’s Fight To Stay RelevantIt is this body
type that Mattel appears to have gone with for its International Women’s Day collection. And it doesn’t reflect the reality of the women they are modeled on. It’s true that there are athletes within the group, but they look healthy and fit, not Barbie-like. British boxer Nicola Adams and Gama, the soccer player, are strong and muscular. They don’t look like they’re about to topple over
because of their outrageous cup size.Chef Darroze, meanwhile, is full-figured and bears no resemblance to her doll, which Twitter users immediately noted. “Barbie, it’s great that you wanted to honor Hélène Darroze but do you really think that the doll accurately represents her?” one asked.  “Not every woman has the same body shape @Barbie. Should our little girls think they
need to be skinny to be pretty?” another chimed in.  @Barbie c'est merveilleux d'avoir voulu honorer @HeleneDarroze mais vous pensez vraiment que la poupée la représente fidèlement ????? #PeutMieuxFaire #BarbieStyle #Barbie pic.twitter.com/1NFc8II56M — Guillaume Eyango (@Eyango) March 7, 2018It’s unfortunate because the goal of this International Women’s Day
collection was to encourage girls to follow in the footsteps of these accomplished women at the top of their fields. “We know that you can’t be what you can’t see,” McKnight said. (We reached out to Mattel for a comment, but could not connect by press time.)But when a girl sees these dolls, she sees an unrealistically skinny figure. What kind of message is it sending to young girls
that Mattel felt the need to remake these women’s bodies so that they would be conventionally attractive enough to fit into the Barbie brand? It doesn’t even make much business sense, since millennial parents–who are the ones buying the dolls–have been calling for the brand to create dolls with more realistic body types.If Barbie wants to make a comeback, the brand needs to
do more than represent women of different ethnicities and walks of life. Mattel needs to create dolls that look like real women. More crucially, it needs to believe that bodies of all shapes and sizes are beautiful enough to be turned into dolls.
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