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The	best	teachers	teach	from	the	heart,	not	from	the	book.	UnknownPreschool	is	one	of	the	only	environments	in	school	where	the	focus	is	on	play	and	creativity,	rather	than	intense	curricular	standards.	Preschool	teachers	use	playtime	and	story	time	to:	Teach	problem-solving	skills	Encourage	social	development	Hone	fine	motor	skills	Qualities	of	a	Preschool	Teacher	Preschool	teachers	need	to	love	children,	be	patient,	and	have	a	nurturing	personality.	Their	main	goal	is
to	participate	in	a	child's	growth	and	development,	learn	to	understand	and	help	their	students,	and	to	use	a	child's	natural	curiosity	to	develop	a	learning	plan	that	is	developmentally	appropriate.	Preschool	teachers	need	to	create	an	atmosphere	where	risks	can	be	taken	and	discoveries	can	be	made	all	while	maintaining	a	child	safe	environment.	Job	Growth	Employment	of	preschool	teachers	has	been	expected	to	grow	17	percent	between	2012	to	2022.	This	expected
growth	is	due	in	part	to	the	continued	emphasis	on	the	importance	of	early	childhood	education.	In	addition,	there	has	been	an	increasing	population	of	children	between	ages	3	to	5.	The	education	and	training	requirements	for	preschool	teachers	will	vary	from	state	to	state.	At	the	minimum,	most	preschool	teachers	will	be	required	to	earn	certification	in	first	aid	and	child	CPR	as	well	as	be	able	to	pass	a	background	check.	Child	Development	Association	(CDA)	Some
states	require	certification	through	(Child	Development	Association),	if	the	prospective	teacher	has	not	finished	their	college	degree.	The	Child	Development	Associate	(CDA)	requires	prospective	preschool	teachers	to	complete	specific	coursework	related	to	early	childhood	education	as	well	as	relevant	experience	in	the	field.	Teachers	who	do	not	have	a	college	degree	or	teachers	who	have	a	degree	in	a	field	other	than	early	childhood	education	can	consider	going	this
route.	Degree	Requirements	for	Preschool	Teachers	Head	Start	preschool	programs	and	public	schools	require	their	preschool	teachers	to	have	a	minimum	of	an	Associate's	Degree.	Head	Start	programs	must	have	50%	of	their	teachers	hold	at	minimum	a	Bachelor's	Degree.	As	with	public	schools,	preschool	teachers	should	hold	at	least	a	Bachelor's	Degree.	Requirements	for	private	preschools	may	vary.	Often	times,	an	Associate's	Degree	or	merely	experience	will	suffice.
When	completing	a	degree	in	Early	Childhood	Education,	the	prospective	preschool	teacher	will	take	classes	related	to:	Behavior	assessment	Classroom	management	Teaching	methods	Educational	psychology	Methods	on	reading	instruction.	Most	education	programs	will	require	teaching	experiences	where	the	students	will	work	directly	in	a	classroom.	Prospective	preschool	teachers	will	be	required	to	take	and	pass	all	classes	related	to	their	preschool	certification	and
Associate's	Degree.	Many	Preschool	Teachers	earn	a	degree	in	Early	Childhood	Education	and	Child	Development.	Preschool	Teacher	by	Degree	LevelThe	tables	and	charts	below	break	down	the	education	level	obtained	as	averaged	across	the	U.S.Preschool	and	Kindergarten	Teachers	Degree	LevelPercent	(%)	Less	Than	High	School	Diploma2.0%High	School	Diploma13.2%Some	College23.8%Associate	Degree13.7%Bachelors	Degree33.9%Masters	Degree12.7%Doctorate
Degree0.7%Data	taken	from	BLS	Educational	attainment	for	workers	25	years	and	older	by	detailed	occupation,	2010-11	(	Who	Will	My	Students	Be?	Preschool	teachers,	or	Pre-K	teachers,	educate	and	care	for	children	between	the	ages	of	three	and	five	years	old.	These	are	children	who	are	not	old	enough	to	enter	kindergarten.	Working	with	children	in	this	age	group	can	be	very	tiring	but	tremendously	rewarding.	Typical	preschool	students	tend	to	be	quite	active	and
some	may	have	difficulty	communicating	their	needs	effectively.	Preschool	teachers	are	responsible	for	the	care	and	education	of	children	between	the	ages	of	three	and	five.	Curriculum	Their	curriculum	is	focused	on	a	child's	conceptual	understanding	of	fundamental	education	through	play	and	hands	on	experiences.	Preschool	teachers	educate	their	students	by	utilizing	a	child's	play	time	and	helping	them	further	their	language	and	vocabulary	development.	Classroom
Structure	Preschool	classrooms	will	have	varying	levels	of	structure,	but	most	will	include	small	group	lessons	and	one	on	one	instruction	throughout	the	day	by	using	creative	activities	like	music,	art,	and	dance.	Discussion	and	collaborative	problem	solving	are	normal	characteristics	of	a	preschool	classroom.	Many	times	a	preschool	classroom	will	have	"centers"	set	up	to	give	the	children	ample	playtime	and	learning	opportunities.	These	can	include	a	science,	art,	music,
dramatic	play,	and	block	areas.	Preschool	Teacher	Jobs	&	Job	Description	Contrary	to	‘child	minding'	preschool	teachers	have	an	important	job	shaping	a	child's	relationship	with	others,	himself,	and	the	world.	Preschool	teachers	help	children	build	confidence,	a	sense	of	importance	and	inquiry	about	the	world.	While	jobs	do	vary	from	state	to	state	and	between	institutions,	most	preschool	teachers	have	the	following	job	traits:	Help	students	use	play	as	learning	Help
students	develop	their	imagination	with	art,	role	play,	and	dolls	Help	preschoolers	develop	better	coordination	Help	preschoolers	have	a	healthy	body	weight	Teach	students	about	nature	Help	preschoolers	master	new	motor	skills	Model	emotional	regulation	for	preschoolers	Teach	appropriate	behaviors	in	a	particular	setting	Model	understanding	and	response	for	behavior	Model	clear	rules	Model	consistent	expectations	Use	positive	discipline	tactics	Help	preschoolers
develop	positive	relationships	with	each	other	and	other	people	in	their	lives	Undergo	pretend	play	with	toddlers	to	help	them	synthesize	the	world	Teach	emotional	intelligence	in	a	way	that	is	practical	and	relevant	Teach	and	model	behavior	of	strong	readers	and	listeners	Show	preschool	students	that	reading	is	fun	Teach	preschoolers	how	to	make	inferences	about	a	story	line	Teach	preschoolers	about	cause	and	effect	in	a	story	Teach	preschoolers	how	to	act	in	a
classroom	environment	Model	how	preschoolers	should	listen	and	concentrate	in	a	classroom	Teach	preschoolers	how	to	use	words	instead	of	behavior	to	share	feelings	Teach	preschoolers	about	routines	and	activities	that	are	linked	to	the	school	day	Teach	preschoolers	the	foundations	of	literacy	and	numeracy	Advocate	for	preschoolers	to	get	adequate	amounts	of	rest	Model	healthy	food	and	eating	behaviors	Help	families	identify	potential	developmental	milestones	Help
families	access	resources	and	supports	for	child	development,	should	they	be	required	Assist	families	in	completing	developmental	assessment	at	intervals	for	preschoolers	Undertake	professional	development	whenever	possible	Advocate	for	proper	safety	equipment	-	i.e.	locks,	latches,	car	seats	-	and	safe	behavior	surrounding	driving,	bathing,	and	sleeping	Praise	students	to	acknowledge	their	achievements	using	appropriate	words	and	body	language	Work	in	partnership
with	families	to	help	preschoolers	attain	proficiency	with	life	skills	like	getting	dressed,	using	the	toilet,	and	eating	Conduct	all	work	activities	in	a	timely	and	professional	manner	reflecting	best	educational	practices	There	are	several	career	paths	open	for	preschool	teachers.	Read	on	to	discover	more	information	about	this	field.	Preschool	teachers	work	in:	Public	and	private	schools	Childcare	centers	Charitable	organizations	Although	many	preschool	teachers	work	the
traditional	school	year	consisting	of	10	months,	some	work	the	full	year	depending	on	the	school	or	the	program.	Public	Preschools	Many	public	elementary	schools	have	public	preschools	on	the	school's	campus.	Typically,	these	preschools	will	be	free	or	reduced	for	students	and	will	be	supported	by	federal	and	state	funds.	Public	preschool	programs	will	be	governed	by	the	US	Department	of	Education,	the	state's	board	of	education	and	by	the	local	school	district.	Private
Preschools	Private	schools	will	charge	tuition	for	a	child	to	attend.	They	are	typically	governed	by	a	private	school	board	or	organization.	Private	preschools	are	allowed	to	set	their	own	standards	for	teachers	and	students.	If	a	prospective	preschool	teacher	is	interested	in	teaching	at	a	private	school,	they	should	check	with	the	school	in	which	they	wish	to	teach	to	find	out	specific	criteria.	Keep	in	mind	that	in	order	for	a	preschool	to	be	accredited,	they	must	be	recognized
by	NAEYC	(National	Association	for	the	Education	of	Young	Children).	NAEYC	accredits	preschools	according	to	health,	safety,	and	education	standards.	Head	Start	Centers	The	Head	Start	program	originated	from	efforts	to	combat	poverty	in	America	by	providing	children	ages	three	to	five	years	old	with	a	variety	of	services.	Head	Start	focuses	on	the	needs	of	the	child	and	their	family	by	providing	health,	education,	social	services,	and	parent-community	involvement	in
one	program.	Funding	for	Head	Start	comes	from	the	state.	Preschool	Teacher	Organizations	&	Associations	Across	the	nation,	beginning	preschool	teachers	make	between	$27,455	(Payscale.com)	and	$32,000	(Glassdoor.com)	a	year.	Preschool	teachers	generally	do	not	require	a	Bachelor's	Degree	to	work	in	public	or	private	daycare	environments.	On	average,	preschool	teachers	who	work	in	the	private	sector	earn	less	than	those	who	work	in	a	public	preschool.	Many
teachers	enter	the	profession	with	starting	qualifications	and	work	to	earn	more	education	while	gaining	experience	in	the	field	of	primary	education,	thus	earning	more	money.	Read	more	about	a	Preschool	Teacher's	salary	on	our	Salary	page.	Preschool	Teachers	According	to	the	published	BLS	data	from	2022,	the	national	average	salary	for	Preschool	Teachers	is	$38,640,	with	an	estimated	415,360	being	employed	nationwide.	Also,	the	job	outlook	growth	projection	from
2012	to	2020	is	expected	to	increase	by	17.4%.StateAvg
SalaryAlabama$24,540Alaska$41,740Arizona$33,970Arkansas$31,680California$48,410Colorado$40,680Connecticut$38,710Delaware$29,730Florida$30,990Georgia$38,300Hawaii$43,570Idaho$28,380Illinois$37,480Indiana$32,220Iowa$33,760Kansas$40,920Kentucky$40,010Louisiana$38,170Maine$39,110Maryland$41,810Massachusetts$43,750Michigan$36,660Minnesota$37,960Mississippi$27,520Missouri$37,580Montana$32,750Nebraska$42,920Nevada$35,030New
Hampshire$34,690New	Jersey$45,750New	Mexico$33,060New	York$46,420North	Carolina$31,950North	Dakota$38,370Ohio$31,830Oklahoma$35,700Oregon$37,730Pennsylvania$33,120Rhode	Island-South	Carolina$33,520South	Dakota$32,810Tennessee$33,940Texas$39,620Utah$31,370Vermont$39,280Virginia-Washington$40,330Washington,	DC$59,110West	Virginia$33,400Wisconsin$31,980Wyoming$31,540Data	taken	from	BLS	Occupational	Employment	Statistics
(	for	Preschool	Teachers	(SOC	Code:	25-2011)Salary	(2022)	By	Largest	Metropolitan	AreasData	taken	from	BLS	Occupational	Employment	Statistics	(	for	Preschool	Teachers	(SOC	Code:	25-2011)	Posted	On	September	27,2023	Becoming	a	preschool	teacher	is	a	rewarding	career	choice.	As	a	dedicated	educator,	you’ll	play	a	critical	role	in	early	childhood	education,	laying	the	foundation	for	young	children’s	future	learning	and	development.	To	excel	in	this	profession,	you’ll
need	to	meet	specific	education	and	training	requirements.	Let’s	explore	the	essential	aspects	of	becoming	a	preschool	teacher	including	the	benefits	of	earning	an	Associate’s	Degree	in	Early	Childhood	Education,	state	licensure	and	certification,	the	importance	of	practical	training	and	experience,	and	the	career	outlook	and	potential	for	advancement	within	the	field.	Associate’s	Degree	in	Early	Childhood	Education	The	starting	point	for	students	interested	in	becoming
preschool	teachers	is	to	pursue	an	Associate’s	Degree	in	Early	Childhood	Education.	This	educational	program	provides	a	comprehensive	understanding	of	child	development	through	effective	teaching	strategies.		Key	Benefits	of	Earning	an	Associate’s	Degree	in	ECE	Comprehensive	Curriculum	Early	Childhood	Education	programs	offer	a	well-rounded	curriculum	that	covers	various	aspects	of	teaching	young	children.	You’ll	delve	into	child	psychology,	curriculum	planning,
child	behavior	management,	and	how	to	create	lesson	plans	based	on	age-appropriate	teaching	methods.	Skill	Development	Throughout	the	program,	you	will	acquire	a	wide	range	of	skills	that	are	beneficial	when	teaching	preschoolers.	These	skills	include	effective	communication,	classroom	management,	and	the	ability	to	create	a	nurturing	and	inclusive	learning	environment.	Alignment	with	National	Standards	Comprehensive	programs,	like	the	one	offered	by	Athena
Career	Academy,	integrate	NAEYC	(National	Association	for	the	Education	of	Young	Children)	standards	and	Ohio’s	Early	Learning	and	Development	Standards	into	the	curriculum.	This	alignment	ensures	that	you	will	be	well-prepared	to	meet	national	and	state	education	standards.	Learn	More	about	Our	Early	Childhood	Education	Program	State	Licensure	and	Certification	In	addition	to	earning	an	Associate’s	Degree	in	Early	Childhood	Education,	preschool	teachers	have
to	obtain	state	licensure	and	certification.	These	credentials	are	essential	to	demonstrate	that	an	educator	meets	the	standards	and	requirements	set	by	the	state	for	teaching	young	children.		State	licensure	and	certification	serve	several	purposes:	Legal	Requirements:	Preschool	teachers	are	legally	required	to	obtain	state	licensure	and	certification	to	work	in	the	field.	This	demonstrates	their	commitment	to	adhering	to	established	regulations	and	standards.	Quality
Assurance:	Licensure	and	certification	ensure	that	preschool	teachers	have	the	necessary	skills,	knowledge,	and	qualifications	to	provide	high-quality	early	childhood	education.	Specific	Requirements:	Each	state	may	have	slightly	different	requirements	for	licensure	and	certification.	These	typically	include	completing	specific	coursework,	passing	examinations,	and	providing	evidence	of	practical	experience.	Practical	Training	and	Experience	Practical	training	and
experience	are	integral	components	of	preparing	for	a	career	as	a	preschool	teacher.	While	classroom	learning	is	valuable,	nothing	can	replace	hands-on	experience	when	teaching	young	students.	Practical	training	and	experience	serves	as	a	bridge	between	theory	and	application,	helping	new	teachers	develop	the	skills	and	confidence	they	need	to	lead	a	classroom.		Career	Outlook	and	Advancement	Upon	completing	an	Associate’s	Degree	in	Early	Childhood	Education	and
obtaining	state	licensure	and	certification,	preschool	teachers	have	a	wide	range	of	career	opportunities	available	to	them.	The	demand	for	qualified	early	childhood	educators	remains	strong,	making	it	a	promising	career	choice.		Roles	and	Responsibilities	Preschool	teachers	typically	start	as	assistant	teachers	and	progress	to	lead	teacher	positions.	As	they	gain	experience,	they	may	also	take	on	roles	such	as	administrators,	head	teachers,	or	even	owners	and	directors	of
childcare	centers.	Graduates	of	Early	Childhood	Education	programs	are	well-prepared	to	work	in	various	early	childhood	settings,	including	Type	A	Centers,	Head	Start	programs,	National	Accredited	Centers,	Step	Up	To	Quality	centers,	and	many	more.	The	versatility	of	the	degree	opens	doors	to	numerous	career	paths.	High	Demand	for	Early	Childhood	Educators	The	field	of	early	childhood	education	is	experiencing	high	demand	for	qualified	educators.	Graduates	from
Early	Childhood	Education	programs	like	Athena	are	well-positioned	to	secure	employment	in	a	rewarding	and	stable	profession.	Why	Choose	Athena	Career	Academy?	Athena	Career	Academy	offers	a	comprehensive	Early	Childhood	Education	Associate	Degree	Program,	focusing	on	early	childhood	education	from	birth	through	age	5	and	school-age	programming.	The	program	is	designed	to	equip	future	preschool	teachers	with	the	knowledge	and	skills	needed	to	educate,
encourage,	use	positive	guidance,	inspire,	and	apply	Developmentally	Appropriate	Practice	methods.	Athena	integrates	NAEYC	standards	and	Ohio’s	Early	Learning	and	Development	Standards	in	all	essential	domains	from	birth	through	age	5.	Apart	from	the	robust	educational	curriculum,	Athena	provides	an	exceptional	social	environment	for	its	students.	Our	school	fosters	a	welcoming	and	positive	atmosphere,	where	students	forge	lifelong	friendships.	The	emphasis	is
not	only	on	academic	excellence	but	also	on	instilling	positive	behavior,	manners,	and	self-esteem,	ensuring	that	students	become	successful	professionals	and	outstanding	role	models.	Admission	Requirements	For	those	interested	in	attending	the	Early	Childhood	Education	Associate	Degree	Program	at	Athena,	specific	admission	criteria	must	be	met.	These	requirements	include:	Attending	an	informational	meeting	with	an	admissions	representative.	Completing	an	online
application	for	admission.	Meeting	with	a	financial	aid	administrator	to	arrange	funding.	Signing	an	enrollment	agreement.	Completing	an	online	State	of	Ohio	Disclosure	Course.	Submitting	a	copy	of	a	high	school	transcript	or	GED	transcript.	Providing	a	copy	of	valid	government	identification	and	social	security	card.	Completing	an	emergency	medical	form.	Attending	an	orientation	session.	Program	Details	The	Early	Childhood	Associate	degree	program	is	typically	a	two-
year	program,	divided	into	quarters.	Athena’s	program	offers	flexibility,	with	day	and	evening	classes	available	to	accommodate	students’	busy	schedules.	The	program	spans	a	total	of	92	quarter	credit	hours,	providing	a	well-rounded	education.	Upon	completion	of	the	program,	students	will	earn	an	Associate	Degree	in	Applied	Science	(AAS)	with	a	major	in	Early	Childhood	Education.	Athena	is	accredited	by	the	Commission	of	the	Council	on	Occupational	Education	and
approved	by	the	Ohio	State	Board	of	Career	Colleges	and	Schools,	ensuring	that	graduates	receive	a	reputable	and	recognized	degree.	Courses	Taught	in	the	Program	Athena’s	Early	Childhood	Education	program	covers	a	diverse	range	of	subjects	to	ensure	that	students	are	well-prepared	for	their	future	careers.	Some	of	the	courses	included	in	the	program	are:	Foundations	of	Education	Child	Development	Early	Childhood	Professional/Community	Creative	Art,	Music,	and
Play	for	Early	Childhood	Early	Childhood	Literacy	Infant	Toddler	Care	and	Development	Safety,	Health,	Nutrition	for	Early	Childhood	Preschool/School-age	Programming	Observation	Positive	Behavioral	Management	Special	Needs	and	Education	Diversity	and	Multicultural	Understanding	Organization	and	Administration	of	Early	Childhood	Practicum/Seminar	Oral	Communication	Introduction	to	the	Arts	Personal	and	Social	Behavior	Introduction	to	Sociology	Basic
Mathematics	Introduction	to	Accounting	Fundamentals	of	Biology	Introduction	to	Technology	Understanding	Parenthood	STEM/STEAM	Where	Can	You	Take	Classes?	Athena	Career	Academy	is	the	ideal	place	to	pursue	your	Early	Childhood	Education	degree.	Located	at	5203	Airport	Highway	in	Toledo,	Ohio,	Athena	offers	designated	labs	specifically	designed	for	the	Early	Childhood	Degree	Program.	These	labs	are	equipped	to	help	students	gain	hands-on	experience	in
activities	like	art,	music,	and	lesson	planning.	Athena	also	provides	computer	labs	to	support	students	in	their	academic	work.	Program	Start	Dates	and	Schedules	New	classes	for	the	Early	Childhood	Education	program	start	approximately	every	three	months,	offering	flexibility	for	potential	students.	It’s	important	to	note	that	all	required	documents	and	out-of-pocket	expenses	must	be	submitted	by	the	registration	deadline.	For	more	specific	information	on	start	dates	and
schedules,	you	can	consult	Athena’s	academic	calendar	on	our	website.	Becoming	a	preschool	teacher	is	a	fulfilling	and	impactful	career	path.	To	excel	in	this	role,	prioritize	your	education	and	training.	Earn	an	Associate’s	Degree	in	Early	Childhood	Education,	obtain	state	licensure	and	certification,	gain	practical	training	and	experience,	and	consider	the	numerous	career	opportunities	and	advancement	prospects	available	to	you	upon	graduation.	Through	our
comprehensive	Early	Childhood	Education	program,	we	offer	a	strong	foundation	and	valuable	hands-on	experience	to	prepare	future	educators	for	the	exciting	journey	of	teaching	and	shaping	young	minds.	If	you’re	passionate	about	making	a	positive	difference	in	the	lives	of	young	children,	pursuing	a	career	as	a	preschool	teacher	could	be	the	perfect	choice	for	you.	Contact	our	admissions	team	to	learn	more.	Share	This!	Save	This!	So	you	want	to	start	a	preschool,	but
it’s	the	middle	of	the	year…	Learn	the	three	best	times	to	start	your	preschool,	and	when	NOT	to	start	your	preschool	classes.	NOTE:	While	the	times	listed	below	are	typically	only	applicable	for	local	preschools,	it’s	important	to	note	that	you	can	start	your	online	preschool	any	time	of	the	year.	The	beginning	of	the	school	year	is	the	best	time	to	start	your	preschool	year.	Many	school	districts	start	in	August	nowadays,	so	everyone	seems	to	be	in	“back	to	school	mode”.	The
stores	have	school	supplies	on	sale.	Parents	are	getting	into	the	new	schedule	for	the	new	school	year.	It	is	just	a	natural	time	to	start	your	preschool	classes	too.	When	parents	see	your	flyer	advertising	a	preschool	that	starts	around	the	same	time	as	their	school	age	children	start	classes	they	will	easily	sign	up	as	long	as	your	tuition	matches	their	budget	and	your	class	times	match	their	schedule.	Oh,	and	as	long	as	you	are	offering	a	really	cool	preschool	program!	It	works
best	if	your	preschool	calendar	follows	the	same	calendar	of	your	local	public	school	district.	So	if	your	local	schools	start	in	August,	start	your	preschool	year	in	August,	but	if	they	start	in	September,	start	your	year	in	September.	Starting	classes	a	week	before	or	a	week	after	the	public	school	schedule	starts	helps	families	adjust	to	their	new	schedules.	The	second	best	time	to	start	your	preschool	classes	is	in	January.	Why	would	a	parent	enroll	their	child	in	a	class	that
starts	halfway	through	the	school	year?	There	are	several	reasons.	They	may	have	simply	forgotten	to	enroll	their	child	in	the	fall.Their	child	may	have	recently	turned	three,	so	now	they	are	old	enough	for	your	classes.Their	child	may	have	completed	potty	training	in	the	last	few	months.They	may	not	have	had	the	financial	means	when	your	fall	classes	started.They	may	not	have	the	financial	means	for	a	10	month	preschool	program,	but	can	afford	a	five	month	program
January	is	a	good	time	to	start	a	new	class	at	a	slightly	higher	tuition	rate	than	your	fall	tuition	rate.	Be	sure	to	add	some	extra	value	to	your	preschool	classes	to	justify	the	rate	increase.	And	keep	the	rates	for	the	fall	classes	the	same	until	the	following	school	year.	Maybe	all	the	preschools	were	full	by	the	time	a	parent	tried	to	register	their	child	for	fall	classes.	Maybe	their	child	wasn’t	ready	for	preschool	a	few	months	earlier,	but	they	are	now.	Maybe	the	parents	forgot	to
enroll	their	child	for	fall	classes.	Or	maybe	a	parent	suddenly	realized,	“Oh	my	gosh!	My	kiddo	is	going	to	be	starting	kindergarten	in	the	fall	and	they	aren’t	ready	yet!”	Start	your	January	class	on	the	first	Monday	in	January,	after	the	New	Year.	This	will	give	these	students	five	months	of	preschool	instruction	before	the	end	of	the	school	year.	Summer	Camp	is	a	great	time	to	start	your	preschool.	Offering	an	8	week	summer	camp	is	a	good	way	to	get	your	feet	under	you
before	you	start	your	full	school	year	program.	Typically,	your	summer	camp	classes	will	be	smaller	than	your	regular	school	year	enrollment	numbers.	Running	a	summer	camp	allows	you	to	start	slowly	and	ease	into	your	preschool	year.	Another	benefit	of	offering	a	summer	camp	program	is	when	parents	contact	you	to	enroll	their	child	for	your	fall	classes	you	can	offer	your	summer	camp	as	a	Kindergarten	Boot	Camp	or	Kindergarten	Quick	Start	and	ask	if	they	would	like
their	child	to	get	a	two	month	head	start	on	their	preschool	experience.	There	are	some	best	times	of	the	year	to	start	your	preschool,	do	you	know	when	they	are?	This	post	will	help	you	figure	it	out.	Start	registering	children	for	your	Fall	classes	in	January.	Will	parents	still	bring	their	child	to	a	class	they	signed	up	for	eight	months	ago?	Yes,	they	will.	Occasionally	there	will	be	families	who	moved	away,	lost	their	job,	had	a	baby,	or	cannot	attend	for	some	other	reason.
When	you	send	out	your	Meet	&	Greet	packets	in	June	or	July	and	get	your	responses	back	you	will	be	able	to	find	out	if	students	will	not	be	able	to	join	you.	They	will	have	already	paid	a	nonrefundable	registration	fee,	so	if	it’s	at	all	possible	their	child	will	be	in	class	when	you	start	in	August	or	September.	The	best	time	to	start	your	preschool	depends	on	the	market	you	are	trying	to	reach,	but	you	will	find	success	starting	either	when	the	regular	school	district	schedule
starts,	or	in	January.	There	are	times	it	is	better	to	avoid	when	starting	your	preschool.	November	and	December	are	the	holiday	season	and	people	are	usually	not	thinking	about	preschool.	March	and	April	are	also	not	ideal	because	it	would	basically	be	only	a	2	month	school	year.	Share	This!	Save	This!	Share	This!	Save	This!	Do	you	need	a	license	to	start	a	preschool?	Do	you	need	a	degree	to	start	a	preschool?	What	kind	of	experience	do	you	need	to	start	a	preschool?	So
many	questions!	This	blog	post	has	all	the	answers.	Here	is	everything	you	need	to	know	about	preschool	licensing	for	your	state.	If	you	are	ONLY	teaching	online	preschool,	you	do	NOT	need	to	be	licensed.	There	is	no	governing	agency	over	online	preschools,	so	there	is	no	license	required.	Because	there	is	no	license	required,	there	is	NO	degree	or	experience	required	either.	ANYONE	can	start	an	online	preschool!	The	rest	of	the	information	below	is	related	to	local
preschools.	Daycares	have	to	be	licensed	if	they	care	for	a	certain	number	of	children,	so	that’s	why	everyone	asks	if	preschools	also	need	to	be	licensed.	Let’s	be	clear:	there	is	no	such	thing	as	a	“preschool	license.”	Rather,	IF	you	need	to	be	licensed,	you	will	need	to	get	“daycare	license”	from	your	state.	In	this	situation,	you	would	get	LICENSED	as	a	daycare	and	you	would	OPERATE	as	a	preschool	(i.e.	you	would	choose	to	only	teach	children	ages	3-5	and	only	be	open	for
a	few	hours	each	day.)	You	MIGHT	need	to	be	licensed	in	your	state.	Every	state	has	different	requirements.	It	is	possible	to	start	a	preschool	in	just	about	any	state	without	a	license	because	each	state	has	a	certain	#	of	children	you	can	teach	at	any	one	time	without	needing	to	be	licensed	You	need	to	check	the	guidelines	for	your	state	(see	below)	to	find	out:	•	How	many	students	can	you	teach	in	your	state	without	being	licensed?	•	How	many	students	can	you	teach	by
yourself	WITH	being	licensed?	•	If	you	decide	to	get	licensed,	do	you	need	a	degree	or	experience?	•	What	is	the	staff	to	child	ratio	for	preschoolers?	Your	state’s	preschool	license	requirements	will	apply	to	anytime	you	teach	preschoolers,	like	a	summer	camp,	dance	class,	or	STEM	class.	Any	time	you	are	teaching	a	group	of	3-5-year-old	children,	the	licensing	requirements	apply	(unless	specifically	stated	otherwise	for	your	state.)	If	you	are	only	teaching	school	age
children,	like	in	an	afterschool	program	for	example,	then	you	DO	NOT	need	to	be	licensed.	Look	over	your	state’s	requirements	to	see	how	many	children	you	can	teach	at	one	time	without	a	license.	The	ratios	will	be	different	in	that	case	because	of	the	school	age	factor.	If	you’re	operating	out	of	your	home	and	you	choose	to	be	licensed,	you’ll	want	to	contact	your	city’s	Planning	&	Zoning	department	to	ask	if	you	need	a	special	use	permit.	Ask	them:	“I’m	starting	a
preschool	(not	a	daycare)	in	my	home.	I’ll	be	getting	licensed	as	a	daycare,	but	I’m	a	preschool	so	I’ll	ONLY	teach	children	ages	3-5,	and	I’ll	ONLY	teach	for	a	few	hours	each	day.	Do	I	need	a	special	use	permit	or	any	other	type	of	permit?”	That	question	should	get	you	to	the	right	person	in	order	to	proceed	with	the	correct	process.	Remember	to	emphasize	that	you	are	getting	licensed	as	a	DAYCARE	–	if	they	try	to	put	you	into	the	SCHOOL	category,	you’ll	have	a	much
more	difficult	time,	and	you	don’t	belong	in	that	category.	(Again,	there	is	no	PRESCHOOL	category;	you’re	lumped	into	the	“daycare”	category.)	You	may	also	want	to	check	with	your	city	government	offices	to	see	if	you	will	need	a	business	license	or	any	other	permits.	Also,	set	up	a	Doing	Business	As	(DBA)	through	the	Secretary	of	State’s	office	in	your	state	and	consider	registering	as	an	LLC	through	your	state’s	Corporation	Commission.	You	need	35	sq.	ft.	per	child.	The
fire	marshal	will	measure	the	total	square	feet	of	your	allowable	spaces	(including	hallways)	to	have	children	in	and	divide	it	by	35.	That	will	be	your	occupancy	#.	So	even	if	you	can	be	licensed	for	12	children	at	one	time,	the	fire	marshal	might	say	your	occupancy	is	only	10	because	you	have	a	smaller	space.	(In	that	scenario	you	would	only	be	allowed	to	have	10	children	per	class.	That	is	unusual,	though,	as	most	people	have	enough	square	feet	for	12	children	at	one	time.)
You	can	start	a	preschool	in	an	apartment,	but	you	would	need	to	get	approval	from	your	landlord	to	do	so.	You	can	set	up	your	preschool	in	a	basement	or	in	an	upstairs	bedroom,	but	you	will	need	at	least	two	exits.	One	of	the	exits	can	be	the	stairs	that	lead	to	the	ground	floor,	and	the	second	should	be	either	an	egress	window	or	a	door	leading	outside.	Ask	your	licensing	department	for	specifics	based	on	your	own	situation	to	see	how	these	requirements	apply	to	you.
Your	licensing	department	may	take	a	while	to	get	hold	of,	so	it	is	best	to	start	the	process	as	early	in	your	preschool	journey	as	possible.	Also,	the	phone	system	might	take	a	bit	of	time	to	get	you	to	the	right	person.	Once	you	do,	ask	all	your	questions.	THEN,	call	the	next	day	and	ask	all	the	same	questions	again.	You	might	get	different	answers.	Try	to	clarify,	if	needed,	so	you	get	to	the	bottom	of	it.	The	reason	for	this	discrepancy	is	because	most	licensors	don’t	deal	with
us	preschool	folk;	they’re	used	to	daycare	only	questions.	Typically,	each	state	has	varying	levels	of	licenses.	Depending	on	the	number	of	children	you’re	teaching	at	one	time,	you	may	not	need	a	license	at	all,	or	you	may	need	a	certification,	or	you	may	need	a	state	license.	You’ll	find	that	there	are	even	different	classifications	of	childcare	licenses,	from	“family	daycare	home”,	to	“group	daycare	facility”,	to	“daycare	center”,	etc.	Your	own	state	may	have	different	names	for
their	classifications	as	well.	If	you	have	any	young	children	who	will	be	at	home	with	you	during	preschool	(and	not	at	school),	you’ll	definitely	want	to	find	out	if	they	count	towards	the	total	number	of	children	you	can	care	for	at	one	time.	Some	states	include	your	children	in	the	total	number	of	children	you	can	care	for	and	some	do	not.	While	childcare	providers	will	find	different	ratios	for	infants	and	preschool-age	children,	you	only	need	to	find	out	the	staff/child	ratio	for
children	ages	3-5.	Every	state	is	incredibly	different	in	the	amount	of	educational	background	or	training	they	require.	Some	states	require	no	additional	education	beyond	high	school,	while	other	states	require	a	minimum	of	20	hours	of	early	childhood	education	courses.	Most	states,	if	not	all,	require	you	to	be	CPR/1st	Aid	Certified.	So,	double-check	your	state’s	requirements	and	find	out	how	long	it	will	take	to	fulfill	them.	Two	types	of	inspections	you	may	need	are:	Health
inspection	from	the	state	Health	DepartmentFire	inspection	from	the	city	Fire	Department	If	your	home	has	been	built	recently	or	is	in	good	condition,	you	should	have	almost	no	problems	with	these	inspections.	Most	likely	they	will	make	sure	that	you	have	a	fire	extinguisher,	smoke	detectors,	adequate	exits,	a	functional	telephone	(or	cell	phone),	and	that	you	will	get	copies	of	the	child’s	immunization	records.	Be	sure	to	tell	your	health	inspector	that	you	are	not	providing
care	for	infants,	so	there	is	no	need	for	diaper	changing	or	nap	time	areas.	Also,	remind	them	that	you	will	not	be	preparing	food	for	the	children	(you	can	have	the	preschool	parents	sign	up	to	bring	snacks	and	this	will	keep	your	costs	down.)	Most	likely	you	will	have	to	be	fingerprinted	and	have	a	background	check.	This	is	not	only	for	safety	purposes,	but	it	also	gives	you	an	added	qualification	when	you	talk	to	prospective	parents	who	don’t	even	know	you.	These	are	the
four	most	common	concerns	people	have	when	going	through	the	licensing	process.	Some	have	pools	in	their	backyard	and	don’t	have	security	fences	around	them;	others	have	pets	in	the	home	and	aren’t	sure	if	they	can	be	around	the	children;	some	have	trampolines	in	their	backyard;	and	still	others	don’t	have	6’	fencing	around	their	entire	backyard.	Every	state	(and	city)	is	different	with	their	requirements	so	if	your	licensor	doesn’t	have	an	answer,	be	sure	to	call	the
health	and	fire	departments—	and	even	your	city’s	Planning	and	Zoning	Committee—as	they	may	have	more	information	for	you.	Even	if	you	have	already	checked	with	the	government	agencies	mentioned	above	about	a	business	license,	a	DBA,	and	an	LLC,	ask	this	question	anyway	as	every	state/city	is	unique	and	there	may	be	something	you	need	to	take	care	of	that	we	may	not	have	thought	of.	When	a	business	is	operated	out	of	a	home,	your	city	may	want	to	make	sure
that	your	neighborhood	is	okay	with	it.	Some	things	you	may	need	are	a	business	license,	business	permit,	special	use	permit,	meeting	with	your	neighbors,	and	meeting	with	the	city	council.	In	addition,	if	you	have	a	homeowner’s	association	(HOA),	they	may	have	rules	regarding	the	posting	of	business	signs,	increased	traffic	through	the	subdivision,	or	even	how	you	use	your	home.	Tip	for	dealing	with	any	of	these	people:	BE	NICE	and	always	talk	about	how	a	preschool	in
the	neighborhood	will	benefit	the	community.	Also,	map	out	the	pickup/dropoff	procedures	for	your	preschool,	as	they	will	often	ask	for	those.	(NOTE:	Most	homes	can	be	licensed,	and	most	HOAs	allow	daycares,	so	you	shouldn’t	have	any	problem	getting	approved.)	Again,	every	state	will	have	different	fees,	but	here	are	approximate	fees:	Varies:	Daycare	License	(from	the	state)Varies:	Special	Use	Permit	(from	your	city)$35:	Health	Inspection$20:	Fire	Inspection$55:
Background	Check$50:	CPR/1st	Aid	Certification+other	necessary	fees	for	additional	licenses,	permits,	etc.	Once	an	application	is	received,	it	may	be	approved	as	soon	as	they	receive	all	the	necessary	documentation	from	the	other	agencies,	or	it	may	take	longer	depending	on	the	number	of	applications	they’re	working	on.	The	good	news	is	that	you	can	submit	your	licensing	application	and	schedule	your	inspections,	background	check,	CPR/1st	Aid	Certification,	and	any
other	appointments	NOW	and	then	the	results	will	be	submitted	to	your	licensor	as	soon	as	they’re	completed.	That	should	help	the	application	process	move	more	quickly	because	the	licensing	department	won’t	be	waiting	on	you.	And	typically,	you	can	market	your	preschool	after	you’ve	received	satisfactory	results	from	all	your	inspections,	but	while	you’re	just	waiting	on	the	actual	licensing	paperwork	to	go	through.	We	have	provided	a	comprehensive	list	with	preschool
license	information	for	all	50	states.	This	list	tells	you	how	you	can	start	a	preschool	without	a	license,	whether	or	not	a	license	is	required	for	your	state	and	provides	information	on	how	to	go	about	getting	a	preschool	license	for	your	state.	At	the	end	of	this	section	is	a	list	of	links	that	will	take	you	to	a	Trello	board	with	frequently	updated	information	about	your	state’s	licensing	requirements.	PRESCHOOL	LICENSING	BY	STATE	To	start	a	preschool	in	Alabama,	you
DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Alabama	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day.)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	Alabama.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines
for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	Alaska,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Alaska	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	4	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	number.)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Alaska.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:
Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	8—if	“Childcare	Home	License”	or	12—if	“Childcare	Group	Home	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	ages	0-5,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:8	or	1:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start
a	preschool	in	Arizona,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Arizona	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	4	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	number.)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Arizona.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	13Do
your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:13Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Arkansas,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Arkansas	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach
classes	of	up	to	5	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	number.)You	do	need	to	get	“registered”	though	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Arkansas.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required
to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	California,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	California	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	1	additional	FAMILY	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	number.)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above
criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	California.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	8—if	“Small	Home	License”	or	12-14—if	“Large	Home	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	ages	0-5,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:8	or	2:14	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get
licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Colorado,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Colorado	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	4	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	count	toward	that	number	if	they	are	age	0-5	and	at	home	during	class.)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need
to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Colorado.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6—if	“Small	Home	License”	or	8—if	“Large	Home	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	ages	0-5,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	1:8	depending	on	licenseDegree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is
the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Connecticut,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Connecticut	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	3	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	3-hr.	classes	per	day.)	Three-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these
criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	Connecticut.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	Delaware,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Delaware	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Delaware.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need
to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6—if	“Family	Childcare	Home	License”	or	12—if	“Large	Family	Childcare	Home	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	1:12	depending	on	licenseDegree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To
start	a	preschool	in	Florida,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Florida	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:										You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	1	other	family	at	one	time	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Florida.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10—if	“Family	Daycare	Home	License”	or	12—if
“Large	Family	Daycare	Home	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	ages	0-13	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10	or	1:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Georgia,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Georgia	if	your	preschool
operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	2	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Georgia.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6Degree	required
to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Hawaii,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Hawaii	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	2	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	number.)	If
you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Hawaii.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6—if	“Family	Childcare	Home	License”	or	12—if	“Group	Childcare	Homes	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	1:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to
get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	and	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Idaho,	you	don’t	need	to	be	licensed	in	Idaho	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	6	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	ORYou	ONLY	teach	children	ages	4+	ORYou	ONLY	teach	a	religious	kindergarten	If	you	don’t
meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Idaho.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a
preschool	in	Illinois,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Illinois	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	3	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	count	toward	that	#,	if	they	are	ages	0-12	and	at	home	during	class)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Illinois.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you
can	teach	in	one	class:	8—if	“Daycare	License”	or	12—if	“Group	Daycare	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	they	are	ages	0-12,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:8	with	Daycare	License	or	2:12	with	qualified	assistant	with	Group	Daycare	LicenseDegree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	Find	your	state’s	licensing
website	here	Call	your	state’s	licensing	department	here:	800-252-2873	Ask	your	licensor	these	questions	when	you	talk	to	themFor	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Indiana,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Indiana	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	5	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	count	toward	that	#,	if	they	are	ages	0-5	and
at	home	during	class)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Indiana.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	Find	your	state’s	licensing
website	here	Call	your	state’s	licensing	department	here:	916-651-6040	Ask	your	licensor	these	questions	when	you	talk	to	themFor	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Iowa,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Iowa	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	5	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the
above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Iowa.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	8Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:8Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in
Kansas,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Kansas	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Kansas.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience
required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Kentucky,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Kentucky	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	preschool	to	up	to	3	preschoolers	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	AND	you	teach	fewer	than	20	hours	total	per
week	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Kentucky.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the
guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Louisiana,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Louisiana	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	6	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)You	ONLY	teach	classes	with	a	total	teaching	time	of	12.5	hrs.	per	week	(i.e.	all	your	classes	combined	in	one	week	cannot	exceed	12.5	hrs.)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,
you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Louisiana.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	you	can	learn	the	licensing	guidelines	in	4	courses:
One	Two	Three	Four	To	start	a	preschool	in	Maine,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Maine	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	2	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Maine.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in
one	class:	12	(8	students	+	up	to	4	of	your	own	children	ages	0-4)	with	a	“Family	Childcare	Provider	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Explained	aboveStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Maryland,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed
in	Maryland	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	6	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	count	toward	that	#	if	they	are	ages	0-6	and	at	home	during	class)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Maryland.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count
toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	they	are	ages	0-6,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here,	here,	and	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Massachusetts,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Massachusetts	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:
You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Massachusetts.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	2:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:
For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Michigan,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Michigan	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Michigan.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child
Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Minnesota,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Minnesota	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	1	preschooler	at	one	time	(your
children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Minnesota.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6	if	“Family	Childcare	License”	or	8	if	“Group	Family	Childcare	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	1:8	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get
licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Mississippi,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Mississippi	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	6	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to
be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Mississippi.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	14Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:14Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Missouri,	you	DON’T
need	to	be	licensed	in	Missouri	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	can	teach	classes	to	up	to	6	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	count	toward	that	#	if	you	are	registered	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Missouri.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward
that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Montana,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Montana	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO
need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Montana.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Nebraska,	you
DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Nebraska	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	3	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Nebraska.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?
NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Nevada,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Nevada	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	4	preschoolers	at	one
time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Nevada.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6	if	“Family	Cares	License”	or	12	if	“Group	Cares	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	2:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:
None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	New	Hampshire,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	New	Hampshire	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	to	up	to	3	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO
need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	New	Hampshire.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	8Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:8Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	NOTE:	You	cannot	call	yourself	a	“preschool”	unless	you’re	a	certified	teacher.	Instead,	call	your	school	an	Academy	or	an	Enrichment	Center	When	you	are
ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	New	Jersey,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	New	Jersey	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	5	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	New
Jersey.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	Director	must	have	any	Bachelor’s	degreeExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	Director	must	have	1	yr.	managerial	or	supervisory	experience	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see
the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	New	Mexico,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	New	Mexico	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	4	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	New	Mexico.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers
you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	New	York,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	New	York	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach
online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day.)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	New	York.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	North	Carolina,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed
in	North	Carolina	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	North	Carolina.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other
purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	North	Dakota,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	North	Dakota	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	5	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	North	Dakota.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#
of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	7	if	“Family	Childcare	License”	or	12	if	“Group	Childcare	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:7	or	1:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	and	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Ohio,	you	DON’T	need	to	be
licensed	in	Ohio	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	6	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	count	toward	that	#	if	they	are	ages	0-5	and	at	home	during	class)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Ohio.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count
toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	they	are	ages	0-5,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Oklahoma,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Oklahoma	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online
preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	a	TOTAL	of	15	or	fewer	hours	per	week	(i.e.	six	2.5-hr.	classes	per	week	total)You	ONLY	teach	a	private	school	that	has	classes	for	Preschool	through	3rd	gradeYou	ONLY	teach	summer	camps	for	children	ages	4+	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Oklahoma.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	7	if	“Family	Childcare	Home
License”	or	“12	if	Large	Family	Childcare	Home	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	they	are	ages	0-5,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:7	or	2:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Oregon,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in
Oregon	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	Oregon.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be
found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	Pennsylvania,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Pennsylvania	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	3	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Pennsylvania.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can
teach	in	one	class:	6	if	“Family	Childcare	Home	License”	or	12	if	“Group	Childcare	Home”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	2:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	CDA	-or-	CCP	-or-	9	college	credits	in	early	childhood	education	or	child	development	or	elementary	education	-or-	Pennsylvania	school-age	professional	credentialExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	1	year	any	experience	with	children	When	you	are
ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	and	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Rhode	Island,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Rhode	Island	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Rhode	Island.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can
teach	in	one	class:	9Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:9Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	South	Carolina,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	South	Carolina	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach
online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	South	Carolina.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	South	Dakota,	you	DON’T	need	to	be
licensed	in	South	Dakota	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	up	to	12	students	per	class	(WOW!)	PLEASE	NOTE:		Because	it	is	not	recommended	that	you	teach	a	preschool	class	with	more	than	12	students,	detailed	licensing	information	is	not	provided	here,	because	you	can	teach	any	class	with	up	to	12	students	each	and	not	need	to	be	licensed.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your
state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	Tennessee,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Tennessee	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	3	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	3-hr.	classes	per	day)You	ONLY	teach	classes	for	up	to	5	preschoolers	at	one	time	for	any	number	of	hours	(Your	own	children	DO	NOT	count
toward	that	#)	The	ideal	length	for	a	preschool	class	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	Tennessee.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	Texas,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Texas	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	6
preschoolers	at	one	time	for	a	period	of	less	than	4	hours	per	class	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Texas.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	children	are	ages	0-5,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:
NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Utah,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Utah	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long
for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	Utah.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	Vermont,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Vermont	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	1	other	family	If	you	don’t
meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Vermont.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6	if	“Family	Childcare	Homes	License”	or	12	if	“Licensed	Programs”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	1:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is
the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Virginia,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Virginia	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	4	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Virginia.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you
need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Washington,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Washington	if	your	preschool	operates	solely
within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	Washington.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in
West	Virginia,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	West	Virginia	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	3	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	West	Virginia.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6	if	“Family
daycare	home	license”	or	12	if	“Family	Childcare	Facility”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	ages	0-6,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	2:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Wisconsin,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Wisconsin	if	your
preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	3	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Wisconsin.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	8Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:
1:8Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Wyoming,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Wyoming	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	1	child	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If
you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Wyoming.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10	if	“Family	Childcare	Home”	or	15	if	“Family	Childcare	Center”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5	year	olds:	1:10	or	1:15	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,
here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	Share	This!	Save	This!	What	do	preschool	teachers	do?	Preschool	teachers	work	with	young	students,	usually	from	3	to	5	years	old,	in	public	or	private	daycares,	preschools,	and	early	education	programs.	They	play	an	important	role	in	child	development,	helping	the	children	they	watch	over	learn	foundational	skills	from	how	to	get	along	with	others	to	basics	like	counting	and	the
alphabet.	A	preschool	teacher	is	more	than	just	a	babysitter	–	they're	responsible	for	ensuring	children	reach	developmental	milestones,	develop	social	skills,	and	build	a	strong	foundation	for	future	learning	in	kindergarten	and	beyond.	Normal	duties	for	preschool	teachers	include	Creating	lesson	plans.	One	big	part	of	the	job	is	creating	lesson	plans.	Usually,	a	preschool	teacher	will	create	lesson	plans	after	school	hours,	planning	ahead	for	a	week	or	a	month	at	a	time.	A
lesson	plan	usually	involves	different	learning	objectives	and	activities,	and	often	dramatic	play,	that	can	help	students	develop	important	life	and	education	skills.	Assessing	behavior	and	progress.	Throughout	the	year,	preschool	teachers	will	assess	the	behavior	and	progress	of	their	students.	This	is	to	make	sure	that	students	are	meeting	age-appropriate	goals.	Teachers	will	also	be	on	the	lookout	for	any	developmental	delays	or	learning	issues	that	may	hold	the	children
back	without	intervention,	including	any	socialization	issues	or	learning	disabilities.	Working	closely	with	parents	or	family	members.	Preschool	teachers	need	to	build	a	strong	relationship	with	the	parents	of	their	students.	They’ll	regularly	speak	with	parents	about	a	student’s	progress,	struggles,	and	how	to	solve	any	issues	that	may	arise.	Provide	basic	needs.	Preschool	teachers	will	help	students	with	basic	needs,	such	as	feeding	them	healthy	snacks,	making	sure	they
have	a	nap,	and	helping	them	use	the	restroom	and	wash	their	hands.	Making	sure	children	reach	developmental	milestones.	It’s	very	important	that	children	reach	certain	developmental	milestones	and	as	a	preschool	teacher,	you’ll	be	responsible	for	making	sure	they	reach	them.	You’ll	also	want	to	make	sure	to	note	if	they	aren’t	reaching	them	and	mention	it	to	the	parents	as	it	could	be	a	sign	of	more	long-term	problems	down	the	road.	Teach	foundational	education
skills.	Preschool	teachers	start	helping	young	children	learn	foundational	things,	such	as	counting,	their	numbers,	and	colors.	They’ll	teach	these	lessons	through	games,	activities,	and	play.	Supervising	children	at	all	times.	A	big	part	of	being	a	preschool	teacher	is	making	sure	the	children	aren’t	left	alone	at	any	time.	That	means	watching	out	while	they	play,	do	crafts,	or	nap.	Providing	structure	through	daily	schedules.	Part	of	your	lesson	plans	will	include	daily	schedules
that	you	follow	to	create	structure	for	the	children	you	teach.	That	means	having	their	morning	snack	at	around	the	same	time	every	day,	a	consistent	nap	time,	and	even	scheduled	play	times.	Ensuring	the	classroom	is	safe.	Preschool	teachers	are	responsible	for	maintaining	a	safe,	clean	environment	so	you’ll	often	clean	your	classroom	and	make	sure	everything	is	in	working	order.	What	is	a	typical	day	for	a	preschool	teacher?	A	typical	day	for	a	preschool	teacher	starts
early.	You’ll	start	your	workday	about	a	half	hour	to	an	hour	before	kids	start	arriving,	depending	on	what	your	supervisor	or	the	school	owner	asks	of	you.	You’ll	spend	this	time	getting	things	organized	and	ready	to	go	for	the	day.	Preschools	can	have	varying	hours	and	may	be	connected	to	a	daycare	center.	Daycare	centers	can	open	as	early	as	6:00am	so	parents	can	drop	their	children	off	before	work,	while	a	preschool	will	usually	start	the	day	around	7:30	to	8:00am.
After	arriving	at	the	school	and	getting	set	up	for	the	day,	morning	drop-off	starts!	Parents	will	begin	bringing	their	children	in	and	leaving	them	in	your	care.	You	and	your	fellow	teachers	will	make	sure	the	children	get	settled	and	ready	to	start	the	day.	Once	everyone	is	settled	and	ready	to	get	started,	you’ll	jump	into	some	morning	activities	that	are	designed	to	help	the	children	wake	up	and	be	alert	like	stretching	or	dancing.	After	some	morning	lessons,	you’ll	move	on
to	snack	time.	Generally,	after	the	children	have	finished	their	snack,	it’s	playtime.	Playtime	is	important	for	developing	social	skills,	learning	how	to	share,	and	learning	coordination	skills.	Then,	the	rest	of	the	day	usually	includes	lunch,	nap	time,	more	lessons,	and	more	playtime	before	parents	pick	up	their	children	in	the	afternoon.	Is	becoming	a	preschool	teacher	a	good	career?	Yes,	becoming	a	preschool	teacher	can	be	a	good	career!	Preschool	teachers	are	currently	in
demand,	meaning	there	will	be	plenty	of	opportunities	to	find	the	perfect	job	for	you.	According	to	the	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics,	it’s	expected	that	the	need	for	preschool	teachers	will	increase	15%	over	the	next	decade,	which	is	must	faster	than	other	occupations.	“Educators,	especially	those	in	early	childhood	settings,	are	in	high	demand	right	now,”	said	Sarah	Owens,	an	early	childhood	education	instructor	at	Penn	Foster.	“If	this	is	something	you’re	passionate	about	and
a	journey	you	are	ready	to	begin,	now	is	a	great	time	to	join	the	field.”	Besides	an	increasing	number	of	jobs	in	the	field,	becoming	a	preschool	teacher	is	also	a	great	career	for	someone	who	doesn’t	want	a	9-5	desk	job,	but	also	doesn’t	want	to	work	in	retail	or	healthcare.	Read	more:	Top	11	In	Demand	Careers	in	Business,	Tech,	and	Creative	Fields	Is	being	a	preschool	teacher	hard?	Being	a	preschool	teacher	can	be	hard	but	rewarding,	depending	on	your	personality.	Just
like	any	other	job,	it	has	its	pros	and	its	cons.	Understanding	the	pros	and	cons	of	the	job	before	you	take	the	next	steps	can	help	you	be	more	confident	in	your	decision	to	become	a	preschool	teacher.	The	hardest	part	of	being	a	preschool	teacher	is	often	working	with	the	children,	even	though	being	able	to	help	kids	learn	is	why	you’re	interested	in	starting	this	career.	While	it	is	absolutely	rewarding,	and	kids	can	be	funny,	smart,	and	sweet,	they	have	their	bad	days	just
like	anyone	else.	As	their	preschool	teacher,	you	may	have	to	handle	those	bad,	tantrum-filled	days	while	also	juggling	several	other	students.	You’ll	also	have	to	interrupt	fights,	make	sure	everyone	gets	along,	and	hand	out	simple	punishments	for	bad	behavior	as	it	arises.	Added	to	that,	you’ll	regularly	have	to	work	closely	with	parents	and	guardians	of	your	students,	some	of	whom	may	be	difficult	or	disagree	with	how	you	teach.	However,	in	early	childhood	education,	the
pros	often	outweigh	the	cons.	As	a	preschool	teacher,	you’ll	get	to	see	children	grow,	help	them	learn,	and	form	bonds	that	can	make	a	difference	in	their	lives	going	forward.	In	our	interview	with	Dr.	Teresa	McKay,	an	early	childhood	education	expert,	Dr.	McKay	recounts	how	the	children	she	taught	have	now	become	adults	who	are	still	impacted	by	her	teaching	years	later.	How	to	become	a	preschool	teacher	(preschool	teacher	requirements)	The	requirements	to	become
a	preschool	teacher	vary	by	state.	Some	states,	at	minimum,	require	preschool	teachers	to	have	a	high	school	diploma,	be	certified	in	first	aid	and	child	CPR,	and	pass	necessary	background	checks.	However,	many	states	require	preschool	teachers	to	have	at	least	an	associate	degree	in	a	relevant	field,	relevant	certification,	and	pass	state	and	federal	background	checks.	Head	Start	and	public	preschool	programs	require	their	teachers	to	hold,	at	minimum,	an	associate
degree.	Head	Start	programs	are	also	required	to	make	sure	at	least	50%	of	their	teaching	staff	holds	a	bachelor’s	degree.	Additionally,	many	public	school	programs	prefer	that	their	preschool	teachers	hold	a	bachelor’s	degree	–	though	there	may	sometimes	be	exceptions.	Private	preschools,	however,	have	more	leniency	when	it	comes	to	education	requirements	and	hire	preschool	teachers	who	hold	associate	degrees	and	relevant	certifications.	The	steps	to	become	a
preschool	teacher	or	work	in	a	daycare	center	include	Earn	a	degree.	Most	states	will	have	education	requirements	for	their	preschool	teachers.	The	majority	require	at	least	an	associate	degree,	while	some	prefer	their	teachers	to	hold	a	bachelor’s	degree.	Complete	externships	or	student	teaching.	To	get	some	hands-on	experience	in	a	daycare	or	preschool	environment,	many	schools	may	have	an	externship	or	student	teaching	component	in	your	degree.	Following	the
school’s	requirements	and	guidelines,	you’ll	be	able	to	complete	externship/training	hours	at	a	local	school	to	have	a	better	idea	of	how	what	you’re	learning	in	class	applies	to	real	life	work.	Pursue	certifications	and	licenses.	States	may	have	varying	rules	on	the	certification	and	license	requirements	for	preschool	teachers.	Before	getting	certified,	check	with	your	State	Board	of	Education	to	make	sure	you’re	getting	the	certifications	and	licenses	you	need	to	work	in	the
field.	Pass	a	background	check	and	clearances.	States	may	have	different	requirements	for	what	kind	of	background	checks	you	need	to	work	with	children,	but	federal	law	requires	any	business	that	involves	working	with	young	children	to	complete	some	form	of	comprehensive	background	check	on	all	potential	employees.	Most	commonly,	you’ll	need	to	do	a	criminal	background	check,	a	child	abuse	history	clearance,	and	an	FBI	fingerprint	criminal	background	check.	If
you	can’t	pass	even	one	of	the	clearances	or	background	checks,	you	may	no	longer	be	eligible	to	work	in	the	daycare	or	preschool	you	applied	to.	Additionally,	clearances	and	background	checks	often	need	to	be	renewed,	usually	every	few	years.	Learn	more:	How	to	Go	Back	to	School	as	an	Adult	for	Your	High	School	Diploma	How	long	does	it	take	to	become	a	preschool	teacher?	It	can	take	a	few	years	to	become	a	preschool	teacher	(though	you	may	be	able	to	work	as	an
assistant	teacher	or	in	a	daycare	center	with	just	a	high	school	diploma).	If	you	pursue	an	associate	degree	in	early	childhood	education,	it	can	take	on	average	2	to	3	years	to	complete	your	coursework	and	externship.	If	you	decide	to	pursue	a	bachelor’s	degree,	it	can	take	about	4-5	years	to	complete.	After	graduating,	it	may	take	a	few	months	–	or	sometimes	longer	-	to	find	a	job	and	submit	your	paperwork	for	background	checks	and	clearances.	General	criminal
background	checks	can	come	back	within	a	few	days,	but	the	FBI	fingerprint	background	check	can	take	up	to	4	weeks	for	results.	How	to	become	a	preschool	teacher	without	a	degree	It’s	possible	to	become	a	preschool	teacher	without	a	degree,	but	somewhat	unlikely.	While	regulations	about	the	requirements	to	work	teaching	preschool	children	vary	state	to	state,	most	states,	at	minimum,	require	preschool	teachers	to	have	an	associate	degree.	However,	it	is	possible	to
be	an	assistant	teacher	or	work	in	a	daycare	center	with	just	a	high	school	diploma.	Getting	an	entry-level	job	in	the	field	before	pursuing	a	degree	could	be	a	great	way	to	get	your	foot	in	the	door,	gain	work	experience,	and	figure	out	if	becoming	a	preschool	teacher	is	really	what	you	want	to	do.	But	it’s	also	important	to	note	that,	without	a	degree,	you	may	be	paid	less	than	some	of	your	coworkers	who	do	have	degrees	and	certifications.	If	you’re	hoping	to	advance	in	an
early	childhood	education	career,	getting	some	formal	education	to	work	with	children	is	a	must.	How	to	become	a	preschool	teacher	If	you’re	considering	going	back	to	school	to	become	a	preschool	teacher,	enrolling	in	an	online	early	childhood	education	degree	could	be	a	great	way	to	earn	your	degree	and	prepare	for	your	new	career	on	your	schedule.	Most	online	ECE	programs	cover	important	topics	about	working	with	young	children	including	growth	and
development,	work	with	children	with	special	needs,	and	working	with	preschool	aged	children.	Legitimate	programs	should	also	include	general	education	courses	and	field	experiences	so	you	can	get	hands-on	training	in	a	local	daycare	or	preschool.	“As	I	was	navigating	my	degree	program,”	Penn	Foster	graduate,	Izabella	Suarez,	mentioned,	“I	was	able	to	land	a	job	at	a	high-end	preschool	in	New	Jersey	and	it	made	my	work	quality	so	much	better.	I	wasn’t	just	an
assistant	coming	in	at	an	entry-level	position.	I	had	some	sort	of	notion	and	experience	because	of	the	knowledge	that	I	was	gaining	from	my	program,	which	made	navigating	a	new	job	a	lot	easier.”	Once	you’ve	finished	your	online	degree	–	which	you	can	do	at	your	own	pace,	meaning	you	can	finish	as	fast	as	you	like	or	take	your	time	with	your	courses	–	the	next	step	is	usually	to	sit	for	certification	exams	or	take	the	next	steps	to	apply	for	the	CDA	credential.	How	to	start
working	on	becoming	a	preschool	teacher	while	you’re	still	in	high	school	If	you’re	a	high	school	student	considering	becoming	a	preschool	teacher,	it’s	possible	to	get	a	head	start	and	learn	more	about	the	career	while	you’re	finishing	your	diploma.	Many	traditional	high	schools	offer	elective	courses	in	childcare	that	cover	the	foundational	skills	and	knowledge	you’d	need	on	the	job.	If	traditional	high	school	isn’t	right	for	you	or	you’re	an	adult	who	needs	to	earn	your	high
school	diploma,	but	still	want	to	learn	more	about	being	a	preschool	teacher,	taking	Penn	Foster’s	High	School	Diploma	with	Child	Care	Career	Pathways	could	be	the	perfect	fit	for	you.	You’ll	study	your	regular	high	school	curriculum	and	then	take	five	elective	classes	that	are	focused	on	childcare	skills.	What	skills	do	you	need	to	become	a	preschool	teacher?	Preschool	teachers	and	child	care	professionals	need	a	few	skills	to	be	successful	on	the	job.	Besides	understanding
how	to	best	teach	children	new	information	–	something	you	can	learn	in	an	early	childhood	education	or	teaching	degree	–	preschool	teachers	need	skills	such	as	Communication	skills	Creativity	Patience	Organizational	skills	Physical	stamina	Empathy	What	are	the	benefits	of	being	a	preschool	teacher?	The	top	reasons	to	become	a	preschool	teacher	include	Making	a	difference	in	the	lives	of	the	children	you	work	with	Building	relationships	with	your	class	and	watching
them	grow	Usually	set	work	hours,	Monday	through	Friday,	when	the	school	is	open	A	fun	work	environment	No	two	days	are	ever	exactly	the	same,	keeping	work	interesting	What	is	a	preschool	teacher’s	salary?	The	average	salary	for	a	preschool	teacher	was	$30,210	per	year	in	2021.	Salary,	however,	can	vary	by	state,	your	education	level,	your	experience,	and	your	employer.	Preschool	teachers	in	California,	for	example,	can	earn	as	much	as	$42,210	per	year.	Preschool
Teacher	Salary	by	State	Annual	mean	wage	by	State	State	Annual	Mean	Wage	Annual	Hourly	Wage	Alaska	$38,280	$18.40	Alabama	$25,180	$12.11	Arkansas	$32,130	$15.45	Arizona	$32,930	$15.83	California	$42,210	$20.29	Colorado	$37,750	$18.15	Connecticut	$36,980	$17.78	Delaware	$29,150	$14.02	Florida	$29,890	$14.37	Georgia	$38,140	$18.34	Hawaii	$40,480	$19.46	Iowa	$32,450	$15.60	Idaho	$27,460	$13.20	Illinois	$35,840	$17.23	Indiana	$30,860	$14.84
Kansas	$40,590	$19.52	Kentucky	$40,120	$19.29	Louisiana	$31,290	$15.04	Massachusetts	$43,710	$21.01	Maryland	$41,070	$19.75	Maine	$37,580	$18.07	Michigan	$35,950	$17.28	Minnesota	$37,870	$18.21	Missouri	$36,480	$17.54	Mississippi	$26,860	$12.91	Montana	$31,640	$15.21	North	Carolina	$29,530	$14.20	North	Dakota	$34,640	$16.65	Nebraska	$42,190	$20.28	New	Hampshire	$33,210	$15.97	New	Jersey	$44,810	$15.97	New	Mexico	$31,930	$15.35	Nevada
$33.540	$16.12	New	York	$43,880	$21.10	Ohio	$32,020	$15.40	Oklahoma	$34,730	$16.70	Oregon	$36,040	$17.33	Pennsylvania	$32,430	$15.59	Rhode	Island	$35,150	$16.90	South	Carolina	$29,900	$14.38	South	Dakota	$32,040	$15.40	Tennessee	$32,680	$15.71	Texas	$36,760	$17.68	Utah	$32,070	$15.42	Vermont	$39,190	$18.84	Washington	$37,040	$17.81	Wisconsin	$31,470	$15.13	West	Virginia	$32,050	$15.41	Wyoming	$30,260	$14.55	Puerto	Rico	$25,420	$15.59
Where	do	preschool	teachers	make	the	most	money?	Based	on	data	from	the	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics,	preschool	teachers	make	the	most	money	in	California,	earning	$42,210	per	year.	This	is	followed	by	Alaska,	in	which	preschool	teachers	earn	$38,280	per	year.	The	higher	salaries	in	these	states	can	be	attributed	to	a	variety	of	factors	including	higher	cost	of	living	or	a	higher	demand	for	skilled	teachers.	How	much	can	a	preschool	teacher	earn	with	an	associate,
bachelor’s,	or	master’s	degree?	Your	level	of	education	can	have	a	direct	impact	on	how	much	you	can	earn	as	a	preschool	teacher.	The	more	education	you	have,	the	more	you’re	likely	to	be	paid.	De	Janiera	Thomas,	a	2013	Penn	Foster	Early	Childhood	Education	graduate	–	and	the	2013	Graduate	of	the	Year	–	knows	that	better	than	most.	Already	working	at	a	daycare,	Thomas	knew	the	next	step	to	furthering	her	career	was	through	furthering	her	education.	While
working,	she	enrolled	in	Penn	Foster’s	online	Associate	Degree	in	Early	Childhood	Education.	“Once	I	finished	my	Penn	Foster	degree	the	first	thing	I	did	was	go	to	my	boss's	office,”	said	De	Janiera.	“I	ended	up	getting	a	$3	raise.”	Preschool	teachers	who	have	an	associate	degree	earn	an	average	of	$27,643,	while	those	with	a	bachelor’s	degree	can	earn	$39,436	per	year.	A	preschool	teacher	with	a	Master	of	Education	(MEd)	can	earn	as	much	as	$52,000	per	year.	While
52%	of	preschool	teachers	have	a	bachelor’s	degree	and	23%	have	an	associate	degree,	only	7%	hold	a	masters	degree.	6	things	to	know	before	you	become	a	preschool	teacher	While	becoming	a	preschool	teacher	seems	like	a	great	career,	there	are	a	lot	of	things	people	wish	they	knew	before	starting	down	this	path.	Every	job	has	its	pros	and	cons,	so	even	with	some	surprises	and	difficulties,	working	as	a	preschool	teacher	can	still	be	a	worthwhile	and	rewarding	career
path.	Some	of	things	you	should	know	before	becoming	a	preschool	teacher	include	the	following.	1.	Each	day	is	physically	demanding.	Kids	have	a	lot	of	energy	and	spending	8	hours	or	more	a	day	with	children	can	be	physically	demanding.	You	may	be	running	around	frequently,	picking	up	kids,	and	bending	over	on	a	regular	basis.	It’s	important	to	keep	up	with	your	physical	health	as	a	preschool	teacher	so	you	can	avoid	injuries	from	your	work.	2.	You’re	going	to	get
messy.	From	arts	and	crafts	to	sticky	hands,	being	a	preschool	teacher	is	a	messy	job.	If	you’re	grossed	out	by	changing	diapers	(some	younger	preschoolers	may	not	yet	be	experts	at	going	to	the	bathroom	on	their	own),	cleaning	up	messes	you	didn’t	make,	and	often	getting	sticky	yourself,	this	job	may	not	be	the	right	fit	for	you.	3.	Children	aren’t	always	sweet,	happy,	and	fun.	They’re	adorable	and	silly,	but	children	are	also	human	which	means	they	have	bad	days,	get
angry,	and	can	be	sad.	You	won’t	always	be	dealing	with	the	sweet,	happy,	and	fun	kids	you	love	–	some	days,	you’ll	be	dealing	with	bodies	on	the	ground,	fist-pounding	tantrums	or	a	child	who	just	won’t	stop	crying.	But	teaching	children	how	to	properly	handle	their	emotions	and	their	reactions	to	disappointment	is	part	of	the	job.	You’ll	make	a	big	difference	in	their	lives	by	helping	them	learn	how	to	deal	with	what	bothers	them,	helping	them	grow	into	caring,	responsible
grown-ups.	4.	You	might	not	get	paid	a	lot	–	but	the	job	can	still	be	worth	it.	The	national	average	salary	for	entry-level	preschool	teachers	was	$30K	in	2021.	That	means	that	if	you’re	going	to	be	a	preschool	teacher,	you	want	to	make	sure	you	love	your	job	because	you	might	not	get	paid	a	lot.	However,	there	may	be	opportunities	to	earn	more	as	you	gain	more	experience,	further	your	education,	or	earn	more	credentials.	5.	You’ll	miss	your	class	when	they	age	out	of
preschool.	Not	only	do	the	kids	in	your	class	grow	attached	to	you,	you’ll	grow	attached	to	them.	After	all,	you	spent	a	significant	amount	of	time	with	them	for	the	last	year.	You’ve	gotten	to	know	their	individual	personalities,	unique	senses	of	humor,	and	what	makes	them	tick.	That	means,	when	it’s	time	for	them	to	move	on	to	kindergarten,	you’ll	be	both	proud	and	sad.	6.	Your	work	makes	a	huge	difference.	Being	a	preschool	teacher	isn’t	an	easy	job	where	you	just	play
games	and	make	believe	all	day.	It’s	hard,	physically	and	emotionally	demanding	work.	But	it’s	also	one	of	the	most	rewarding	careers	you	can	have.	What	you	do	as	a	preschool	teacher	makes	a	huge	difference	to	the	children	you	work	with	and	their	parents.	In	fact,	the	early	years	are	some	of	the	most	important	for	learning	and	development.	“Several	years	ago,	after	[some]	brain	development	research	came	out,”	Dr.	Teresa	McKay,	an	early	childhood	instructor,	mentioned
in	a	Facebook	Live	about	ECE	careers,	“the	early	years	were	dubbed	the	most	important	years	of	a	child’s	learning.	So,	we	know	the	first	five	years	are	the	major	years	in	which	we	have	the	opportunity	to	really	grab	a	hold	of	our	kids	as	far	as	education	is	concerned,	but	also	in	the	social/emotional	development	phase.”	As	a	preschool	teacher,	you’re	helping	the	next	generation	build	the	foundations	of	education	they’ll	need	as	they	move	up	grades	and,	since	you’re	doing
this	during	their	formative	years,	what	you	say	and	do	will	have	long-lasting	impact.	Become	a	preschool	teacher	If	you	love	kids	and	want	a	career	that	makes	a	difference,	becoming	a	preschool	teacher	could	be	the	right	career	move	for	you.	Through	Penn	Foster’s	online	Early	Childhood	Education	Associate	Degree,	you	can	build	the	skills	you’ll	need	to	take	the	next	steps	toward	your	dream	job	–	on	your	schedule,	from	home.	To	learn	more	about	becoming	a	preschool
teacher	through	online	college,	request	more	information	or	reach	out	to	our	expert	Admissions	Specialists	today	at	1-888-427-6500!


