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Vegas Takes You for a Ride—on Roller Coasters A Complete Guide to the SlotZilla Zip Line in Downtown Las Vegas Desperado Roller Coaster Lets it Ride The 18 Best Spas in Las Vegas Magic Shows on and off the Las Vegas Strip Tee off at One of the Top Las Vegas Golf Courses The Big Apple Coaster in Vegas Will Throw You for a Loop The Beatles
LOVE at the Mirage Las Vegas The Most Opulent Spa in The World The Adrenaline Junkie's Bucket List In Las Vegas Enjoy These Amenities at the Mandalay Bay Hotel and Casino Las Vegas Dive With Sharks in Las Vegas at Shark Reef Aquarium Vegas used to be the land of freebies—or at least, stuff so cheap it seemed free. Those days are an
increasingly dim memory, but some hotels still offer free attractions designed to lure you into their casinos, where you might then drop far more than the cost of a day ticket to Disney World. Here’s a handy list of the best of the free bait—er, sights:Bellagio Conservatory (in Bellagio) -- A totally preposterous idea, a larger-than-life greenhouse atrium,
filled with seasonal living foliage in riotous colors and styles, changed with meticulous regularity. From Easter to Chinese New Year, events are celebrated with carefully designed splashes of flowers, plants, and remarkable decorations—it’s an incredible amount of labor for absolutely no immediate financial payoff. No wonder it’s one of the most
popular sights in Vegas. Open 24 hours. Bellagio Fountains (outside Bellagio) -- Giant spouts of water shoot up and down and sideways, and dance their little aquatic hearts out to music ranging from show tunes to Chopin. When we tell people about this, they roll their eyes when they think we aren’t looking, and then they go see it for themselves . . .
and end up staying for several numbers. Shows are daily every half-hour, starting early afternoon, then every 15 minutes 7pm to midnight. Closed when it’s windy; hours vary seasonally.The Forum Shops Fountain Shows (in The Forum Shops at Caesars) -- The first established of the free shows and easily the stupidest. We love it—in theory, at least—
as giant “marble” Greco-Roman statues come to creaky animatronic life and deliver a largely unintelligible speech, mostly exhorting the crowds to eat, drink, and get so merry they will think nothing of dropping a bundle at the slots. A second show in another part of the mall adds fire, so that’s cool. It’s great silly fun in the way that Vegas should be.
Daily every hour, starting at 10am. Mirage Volcano (outside The Mirage) --When it first opened with the hotel in 1989, this erupting “volcano” literally stopped traffic on the Strip. The fact that it’s not quite as spectacular these days—even after a 2008 makeover amped up the fire, lights, sound, and effects to a much more entertaining level—says
more about how jaded we’ve become than how cool it is. Get up close to feel the heat of the “lava” blasts and the rumble of the sound system. Eruptions are daily on the hour after dark until 11pm.Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas Sign -- Erected in 1959, this colorfully lit neon sign is probably the most iconic and most photographed attraction in Las
Vegas. Located in the median of Las Vegas Boulevard about a mile south of Mandalay Bay, visiting was made easier a few years back with the addition of a parking lot, which means you no longer need to play chicken with oncoming traffic to get to it. It has no formal address, but GPS users should use 5200 Las Vegas Blvd. S. to get in the vicinity. The
lot is open 24 hours, but go at night when it’s all lit up for the best photo opportunities.Wynn Conservatory (in Wynn Las Vegas) -- Although not as jaw-dropping as its spiritual cousin, the Bellagio Conservatory (see above), this indoor atrium of floral displays is still worth a gander, if for no other reason than it’s on your way from the front door to the
casino. The arrangements change regularly, though they may reflect the striking floral mosaics on the floor below. It's open 24 hours.Wynn Lake of Dreams (in Wynn Las Vegas) -- Masked as it is from the street by a 150-foot-tall “mountain,” this light, laser, fog, and special-effect show can only be seen from select areas inside the hotel, mostly in bars
requiring you to buy expensive drinks. Should you bother? Maybe. Basically, twice an hour, a lake lights up with pretty colors, cued to tunes ranging from classical to Louis Armstrong for “interludes.” At the top of the hour are bigger extravaganzas of weird hologram erotic-psychedelic images projected on the wall waterfall, while shapes and puppets
pop out for even more weird action, with some rather adult imagery at times. Shows are every 30 minutes, from 6pm to midnight. Note: This information was accurate when it was published, but can change without notice. Please be sure to confirm all rates and details directly with the companies in question before planning your trip. This year's
World's Best Awards survey was open for voting January 11 through May 10, 2021, as destinations around the world were lifting COVID-19 restrictions. Survey rules have always allowed readers to reflect on their travel experiences over a three-year period. We hope that this year's honorees will inspire your own travels as you get back out into the
world. Each property we feature has been independently selected and reviewed by our editorial team. If you make a purchase using the links included, we may earn commission. Don't bet against Las Vegas. The pandemic caused major disruptions in the destination, one of the country's most popular for both business trips and indulgent vacations. But
with capacity limits now off the table, Las Vegas is roaring back: the city known for its decadent, do-what-you-want ethos is once again rolling. Every year for our World's Best Awards, T+L asks readers to weigh in on travel experiences around the globe — to share their opinions on the top hotels, resorts, cities, islands, cruise ships, spas, airlines, and
more. Hotels were rated on their facilities, location, service, food, and overall value. Properties were classified as city or resort based on their locations and amenities. Courtesy of Wynn Las Vegas As voters reflected on their past trips to Vegas, consistency was a watchword: this year's winners mostly held steady compared to 2020, and the top six
resorts each kept their rankings. Representative of the steady-as-she-goes trend was the No. 2 Waldorf Astoria Las Vegas, which voters said was on point despite the challenges of 2020. "The staff was exceptional," said one reader. "Even in the Covid world, they took very good care of us." Travelers had high praise for other winners, including the
Venetian Resort Las Vegas (No. 4). "It never disappoints," one voter remarked. "It's beautiful, has excellent services, and offers a respite from the traditional Vegas-style hotel." Numerous voters praised the resort's restaurants, and others gave the spa high marks. "It's pure luxury," as one reader put it. One property that did move up the list for 2021:
No. 7 Vdara Hotel & Spa, part of a massive on-Strip complex that's also home to the No. 9 Aria Resort & Casino, Las Vegas. The all-suite Vdara Hotel & Spa is as notable for its oversize rooms as for the fact that it's a fully nonsmoking property that doesn't have an in-house casino. Vdara's move up in the rankings may suggest that wellness continues
to be a key consideration for Vegas visitors. Certainly, travelers can find spa treatments and relaxation, along with countless other draws, at this year's No. 1: Wynn Las Vegas. In fact, and despite the challenges of the pandemic, the Wynn scored four points higher in this year's survey than last year's — a true sign that this winner is a sure thing. Read
on to find out why. Courtesy of Wynn Las Vegas This megaresort is once again the top pick of T+L readers, who gave it an even higher score this year than in 2020. A few keys to its success seem to be its enviable mid-Strip location, its many impressive restaurants and bars, and its immaculate guest rooms. "It's a top-tier hotel across the board," said
one voter, whose sentiments were echoed by numerous fans of the property. "It's a gorgeous hotel," said one reader, who complimented the rooms, restaurants, bars, and spa. "It has a chill atmosphere, plus comfortable rooms and great service," said another. Numerous voters spoke to the luxurious amenities and top-notch service that Wynn Las
Vegas continues to deliver. But in perhaps the most flattering review of all, one voter called it "the place I missed most during the travel shutdown of the past year and a half." The hotel, this voter added, "never ceases to amaze." Score: 91.40Compare rates at Clicktripz.com Courtesy of Waldorf Astoria Score: 89.60More information:
waldorfastorialasvegas.com Courtesy of Four Seasons Score: 89.21Compare rates at Clicktripz.com Courtesy of The Venetian Resort Las Vegas Score: 89.06Compare rates at Clicktripz.com Courtesy of Encore Las Vegas Score: 88.84Compare rates at Clicktripz.com Courtesy of The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas Score: 88.06Compare rates at
Clicktripz.com Courtesy of Vdara Hotel & Spa Score: 86.54Compare rates at Clicktripz.com Courtesy of Bellagio Resort & Casino Score: 86.35Compare rates at Clicktripz.com Courtesy of ARIA Resort & Casino Score: 86.07Compare rates at Clicktripz.com Courtesy of MGM Resorts Score: 82.83Compare rates at Clicktripz.com See all of our readers'
favorite hotels, cities, airlines, cruise lines, and more in the World's Best Awards for 2021. Thanks for your feedback!
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