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Interdisciplinary science represents a paradigm shift in research, moving beyond the traditionally siloed approach of single disciplines to address increasingly complex, multifaceted problems. It’s not simply the sum of its parts; instead, it involves the synergistic integration of insights, methodologies, and perspectives from multiple distinct fields to
forge novel approaches and solutions. This integration is often driven by the need to tackle challenges that lie beyond the scope of any single discipline’s analytical toolkit. In essence, it’s the intentional synthesis of knowledge from disparate domains to generate emergent understanding and practical applications. Defining Interdisciplinary Science:
Key Characteristics Interdisciplinary science is characterized by several distinct features that differentiate it from traditional, discipline-specific research. These characteristics are crucial for understanding its power and potential. Characteristic Description Example Integration The core principle; combining knowledge, theories, and methodologies
from two or more disciplines to create a holistic understanding of a problem or phenomenon. This involves not just juxtaposing different perspectives but actively synthesizing them. Developing a new algorithm for medical image analysis by integrating principles of computer vision, statistics, and medical imaging techniques. Collaboration Requires
active collaboration between researchers from different disciplines, fostering a shared understanding and the exchange of expertise. Effective collaboration necessitates clear communication protocols and a shared set of goals. A team of materials scientists, electrical engineers, and computer scientists collaborating to develop a new generation of
flexible, energy-efficient displays. Cross-pollination Encourages the exchange of ideas and methods between disciplines, leading to novel insights, perspectives, and approaches. This can lead to unexpected breakthroughs and innovative solutions. Applying techniques from natural language processing (NLP) to analyze biological sequences, revealing
patterns and relationships that were previously hidden. Transdisciplinarity Extends beyond disciplinary boundaries, aiming to create new theoretical frameworks and methodologies that are not tied to any single field. This can lead to the emergence of entirely new disciplines. The development of systems biology, which integrates molecular biology,
genomics, proteomics, and bioinformatics to understand biological systems as a whole. The Benefits of Interdisciplinary Science in the Technological Landscape The application of interdisciplinary science yields a multitude of benefits, particularly in the rapidly evolving technological landscape. Benefit Description Examples Deeper Understanding
Provides a more comprehensive understanding of complex systems and phenomena, leading to better-informed decision-making and more effective interventions. Understanding the societal impact of Al by integrating computer science, ethics, sociology, and law, leading to more responsible Al development and deployment. Increased Creativity &
Innovation Fosters creativity by bringing together diverse perspectives and approaches, leading to the generation of novel ideas and solutions. The collision of different thought processes often sparks breakthrough innovations. Developing a new type of sensor for environmental monitoring by combining principles of nanotechnology, materials
science, and environmental engineering. Improved Problem-Solving Enables the development of more effective solutions to complex problems that cannot be adequately addressed by a single discipline. This is particularly important for tackling grand challenges facing society. Addressing climate change by integrating climate science, economics,
engineering, and policy analysis to develop sustainable solutions. Accelerated Progress Can significantly accelerate progress in various fields by leveraging the combined knowledge and expertise of multiple disciplines. This synergy can lead to faster innovation cycles and more rapid deployment of new technologies. Developing new treatments for
diseases by integrating genomics, proteomics, bioinformatics, and clinical medicine. Real-World Examples: Interdisciplinary Science in Action The principles of interdisciplinary science are manifested in a broad spectrum of fields, driving innovation and addressing critical societal challenges. Here are a few compelling examples: Biomedical
Engineering: A prime example of interdisciplinary convergence, biomedical engineering integrates engineering principles with biological and medical knowledge. This leads to the development of advanced medical devices (e.g., implantable sensors, prosthetic limbs controlled by neural interfaces), diagnostic tools (e.g., high-resolution imaging
systems, lab-on-a-chip devices), and therapeutic strategies (e.g., gene therapy vectors, targeted drug delivery systems). This field often utilizes sophisticated computational modeling and simulation techniques, relying on high-performance computing infrastructure for complex analysis. Computational Neuroscience: This rapidly evolving field merges
neuroscience, computer science, mathematics, and physics to create computational models of the brain and nervous system. These models help researchers understand how the brain processes information, learns, and adapts. Techniques like artificial neural networks, Bayesian inference, and machine learning are extensively used. Furthermore,
understanding the brain inspires new computational architectures, fostering the field of neuromorphic computing. Environmental Science & Engineering: Addressing the urgent need for sustainable solutions requires a multidisciplinary approach. Environmental science and engineering integrate ecology, chemistry, physics, engineering, economics,
and policy to understand complex environmental systems and develop technologies and strategies for mitigating pollution, conserving resources, and promoting sustainable development. The development of sophisticated sensor networks for environmental monitoring relies on expertise in areas like embedded systems, wireless communication, and
data analytics. Data Science & Al Ethics: As data science and artificial intelligence become increasingly pervasive, the ethical implications of these technologies demand careful consideration. Al ethics brings together computer scientists, ethicists, legal scholars, and social scientists to address issues such as bias in algorithms, privacy violations, and
the societal impact of automation. This interdisciplinary collaboration is crucial for ensuring that Al is developed and deployed in a responsible and equitable manner. Quantum Information Science: This emerging field combines quantum mechanics, computer science, and information theory to explore the potential of quantum phenomena for
computation and communication. Quantum computers promise to solve problems that are intractable for classical computers, while quantum cryptography offers unbreakable communication security. This field requires expertise in both theoretical physics and advanced engineering. Navigating the Challenges of Interdisciplinary Collaboration Despite
its numerous benefits, interdisciplinary science also presents significant challenges that must be addressed to ensure its success. Challenge Description Mitigation Strategies Language Barriers Different disciplines often have their own specialized jargon and terminology, making it difficult for researchers from different fields to communicate
effectively. This can lead to misunderstandings and hinder collaboration. Develop a shared glossary of terms, invest in training on interdisciplinary communication skills, and encourage researchers to use clear and concise language. Cultural Differences Researchers from different disciplines may have different values, assumptions, and research
styles. These cultural differences can lead to conflicts and misunderstandings. Promote open and respectful communication, foster a culture of inclusivity, and encourage researchers to learn about the values and perspectives of other disciplines. Funding Challenges Funding agencies often prioritize discipline-specific research, making it difficult to
secure funding for interdisciplinary projects. Interdisciplinary proposals may fall between the cracks of existing funding mechanisms. Advocate for funding agencies to create specific funding programs for interdisciplinary research and develop innovative funding models that support collaborative research. Craft grant proposals that clearly articulate
the interdisciplinary nature and impact of the project. Career Development Early-career researchers who pursue interdisciplinary research may face challenges in gaining recognition and establishing themselves in a specific discipline. They may struggle to meet the traditional criteria for tenure and promotion. Develop mentorship programs for early-
career researchers in interdisciplinary fields, create new metrics for evaluating interdisciplinary research, and advocate for universities to recognize and reward interdisciplinary contributions. Data Integration and Interoperability Datasets generated in different disciplines may use different formats, standards, and ontologies, making it difficult to
integrate and analyze them. This requires specialized skills in data management and integration. Adopt common data standards and ontologies, develop tools for data integration and transformation, and provide training on data management and interoperability. Consider utilizing semantic web technologies like RDF and OWL for knowledge
representation and data integration. Best Practices for Fostering Successful Interdisciplinary Research To overcome the challenges and maximize the benefits of interdisciplinary science, researchers can follow several best practices: Establish Clear Goals and Objectives: Define the research question, goals, and objectives in a clear and concise
manner, ensuring that all team members have a shared understanding of the project’s aims. A well-defined scope prevents scope creep and ensures that the project stays focused. Develop a Shared Language and Conceptual Framework: Create a common glossary of terms and a shared conceptual framework to facilitate communication and reduce
misunderstandings. This can involve developing visual representations of the research problem and the interdisciplinary connections. Foster Open and Respectful Communication: Encourage open and respectful communication among team members, creating a safe space for sharing ideas, asking questions, and addressing conflicts. Regular team
meetings and informal communication channels are essential. Embrace Diversity of Thought: Value the diverse perspectives and expertise of team members, recognizing that each discipline brings unique insights to the table. Encourage constructive debate and critical thinking. Develop Transferable Skills: Encourage researchers to develop skills that
can be applied across disciplines, such as data analysis, programming, modeling, and scientific writing. These skills enhance collaboration and facilitate the integration of knowledge. Invest in Training and Education: Provide training and education opportunities for researchers to learn about other disciplines and develop interdisciplinary skills. This
can include workshops, seminars, and cross-disciplinary internships. Utilize Collaborative Platforms: Leverage collaborative platforms and tools to facilitate communication, data sharing, and project management. This can include cloud-based storage, version control systems (e.g., Git), and collaborative writing tools. Conclusion: The Future of
Scientific Discovery Interdisciplinary science is not just a trend; it represents a fundamental shift in how we approach scientific discovery. By integrating knowledge, theories, and methods from multiple disciplines, we can develop novel solutions to complex problems, gain a deeper understanding of the world around us, and drive innovation across a
wide range of fields. As our world becomes increasingly complex and interconnected, interdisciplinary science will play an increasingly important role in shaping the future of technology and society. Embracing interdisciplinary approaches is crucial for addressing the grand challenges of the 21st century and beyond. Interdisciplinarity, the crossing of
traditional boundaries between academic disciplines to advance understanding of a complex world, is lauded as the salve to wicked problems, such as climate change and disease, and solution to multifaceted real-world questions. When embedded in curricula and course design, interdisciplinary teaching enables students to step back from the narrow
lens of one subject specialism and get a broader understanding of how things work in practice. It can augment engineering or healthcare, for example, with insights from the social sciences or humanities. But such ambitious cross-disciplinary goals must overcome culture clashes and difficulties around assessment, accreditation and pedagogy. This
collection offers advice for instructional design, inter-faculty collaboration, inclusive classrooms and integrating technology to advance the mission of interdisciplinarity.Developing interdisciplinary classes, courses and curriculaThe higher education teaching toolbox offers a dazzling array of possibilities - from flipped learning to virtual internships -
to help students acquire the silo-busting interdisciplinary skills that can lead to novel solutions and innovation. Find out how to teach interdisciplinarity by example.Can you teach interdisciplinarity in 10 weeks? Interdisciplinarity is an ambitious and rewarding research process, but how realistic can we be in a 10-week module? Simon Scott of the
University of Birmingham explains how to frame the task, structure the process and balance workloads.Active, flipped, micro, virtual learning: a toolbox for interdisciplinary teaching: Young engineers need interdisciplinary skills more than ever to communicate science clearly, both to inform the public and to protect resources such as the
environment. Here are lessons from a cross-course project, shared by Martin Morgeneyer and Esteban Zuniga Dominguez of Université de Technologie de Compiegne.How to balance tension in interdisciplinary teaching and learning: An interdisciplinary approach to programme development comes with inherent tensions, which need to be balanced
and worked through. Here are tips from Adam Matthews of the University of Birmingham.Four questions to ask when bringing students from different disciplines together: With interdisciplinary teaching, we need to look at ‘how’ as well as ‘what’. Focus on these four elements of course design to create a space where integration and interdisciplinarity
can flourish, says Jessica Oudenampsen of Utrecht University.Navigating uncertainty with interdisciplinary teaching: The siloed approach to education - where students in technical, business, humanities and arts disciplines learn separately - is no longer adequate, writes Lisa McNair of Virginia Tech.What is interdisciplinarity in teaching and how can
we make it work? Loy Hui Chieh of the National University of Singapore explains what true interdisciplinarity is and how to successfully embed it into university courses.Interdisciplinarity makes us greater than the sum of our parts: The real world is complicated. Let’s give our students the tools to take it on with interdisciplinary education, writes
Jillian Terry of the London School of Economics and Political Science.Assessment and other challenges in interdisciplinary teachingThe question of how to quantify interdisciplinary work often raises concerns. The answer, according to educators engaged in this work, lies in designing contextual assessments - based on a particular challenge or project
and the varied skills and processes needed to complete it - rather than on set capabilities and knowledge associated with particular subjects. These resources explain how this works in practice.How can we assess interdisciplinarity? Effectively assessing interdisciplinarity involves encouraging students to ask the right questions and critically
evaluating the quality of the knowledge created, explains Simon Scott of the University of Birmingham.How can we measure interdisciplinary learning? A benchmark of success for interdisciplinary learning is graduates who have the flexibility to examine their areas of interest and develop attributes that deliver practical value to future employers,
Elvin Lim and Daniel Seah of Singapore Management University explain.Can non-assessed creative play help students develop confidence and critical thinking? Supporting and enhancing students’ drawing skills improves not only their visual communication but also their mental health and well-being. Chris Wright and Zoé Allman of De Montfort
University offer low-stakes ways to use creativity to build community.Universities need to move interdisciplinary professional associations to the next step: Inter- and transdisciplinary teaching is going beyond communities of practice - but it’s still too small to compete with discipline-based professional associations. Gabriele Bammer of the Australian
National University shares the questions academics should be asking to move forward.Interdisciplinarity as a gateway to teaching real-world skillsThe working world requires skills that extend far beyond the confines of one subject-specific degree. Inter-professional courses, that bring students on different career paths together to tackle authentic,
complex challenges, can prepare students for this future reality. Interdisciplinarity can also create space for students to engage with topics on multiple levels, for a more holistic understanding. A benefit illustrated here is healthcare education, where effective communication and collaboration skills are vital, alongside technical knowledge.Tips for
designing interprofessional education courses in healthcare: Adapting to and collaborating with other professionals is essential in medicine. Here’s how to nurture an interdisciplinary mindset from the very start, by Hajer N. Sheikh and Umamah Rehman of Dubai Medical University.How to enhance teaching skills in a multidisciplinary

environment: Technical challenges as well as the personal demands that teachers face make support programmes at higher education institutions all the more important. Borbdla Kozma of Semmelweis University explains how self-paced, modular training can boost teacher engagement and student satisfaction.How to get students interested in
interdisciplinary work: Providing real-world opportunities, incentives and spaces for interdisciplinary work enables undergraduate students to explore important solutions to complex issues, says Sambit Dash of Manipal Academy of Higher Education.For truly practical learning, embrace an interdisciplinary approach: Bringing different fields of study
together into one practical assignment, focused on a real-world problem, proved to be a game-changer for Zulkifli Merican Aljunid Merican and Lim Jun Wei of Universiti Teknologi Petronas (UTP). Here's how it worked.An inter-university and interdisciplinary approach to dental education: A degree course that blends engineering and dentistry
prepares students for their future practice. Here, Szandra Kormendi and Peter Hermann of Semmelweis University explain how it works.Building the future - the case for inter-faculty learning: Launching an innovative inter-faculty way of working has brought great benefit to students, especially in the post-Covid period, say Gemma Ahearne and Matt
Murphy of the University of Liverpool.When interdisciplinarity meets artificial intelligenceArtificial intelligence is a multidisciplinary tool, so it can be used to help students and lecturers break out of subject silos and draw on broader expertise. And an interdisciplinary approach to engaging with Al is likely to herald better results, as these resources
explain.Interdisciplinarity is a core part of Al's heritage and its future: To train students to engage responsibly with artificial intelligence, a genuinely interdisciplinary perspective - from the language used to recognising that human and machine work in concert - is essential, write Elvin Lim and Jonathan Chase of Singapore Management
University.How a liberal arts college can embrace Al tools: Lingnan University president Joe Qin offers advice on using generative Al, building up the science side of liberal arts education and how to encourage staff to share their ideas.Interdisciplinarity as a key to inclusive educationCrossing disciplinary boundaries means stepping out of one’s
comfort zone, to think and learn in new ways. It can also mean collaborating with colleagues from very different academic backgrounds and learning how to work well together. All this requires an inclusive approach to teaching, learning and working, as these resources explain.What'’s the crucial element for interdisciplinary teamwork? Psychological
safety: Foster radical openness in your interdisciplinary online learning environment by establishing psychological safety. Helena Robinson of the University of Technology Sydney and Fabian Held of the University of Sydney describe how.How to humanise engineering education and why we must: Despite years of effort across the education sector,
engineering sciences are still not gender equitable. Incorporating more social sciences into engineering education could help address the imbalance, says Rich Mcllroy of the University of Southampton.What a transdisciplinary lens brings to university teaching: Why is it important to integrate knowledge and methodologies across disciplines?
Catherine Amelink of Virginia Tech has recommendations to encourage the student engagement needed to address complex, weighty problems.Each discipline has a part to play: A guide to conducting preliminary research, setting goals and defining each member’s level of input to an interdisciplinary research project, by Estu Putri Wilujeng of the
University of Indonesia.Thank you to all who contributed their expertise and insight to this guide.If you would like advice and insight from academics and university staff delivered direct to your inbox each week, sign up for the Campus newsletter. adjective (2)View synonyms for interdisciplinaryinvolving two or more academic disciplines“Collins
English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012Examples are provided to illustrate real-world usage of words in context. Any opinions expressed do not reflect the views of Dictionary.com.The research
introduces a broad, interdisciplinary effort to track how shark size changed through deep time.Read more on Science Dailylt aims to drive breakthroughs in interdisciplinary science by attracting top researchers from around the world to collaborate on challenging scientific problems.Read more on Science Daily"One of the things that makes this work
valuable is how interdisciplinary it was," Wagner said.Read more on Science Daily"Beyond this modern lesson, it is always surprising to find real history hidden in myth -- and truly interdisciplinary research like ours can help uncover it."Read more on Science DailyThis interdisciplinary effort aims to shed light on climate and environmental evolution
in the Upper Rhine Graben and southwestern Germany over the past 400,000 years.Read more on Science Dailyintegrative multidisciplinary interdimensionalinterestBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppdgqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow usGet the Word of the Day every day!© 2025
Dictionary.com, LL.C Clayton Smith and Carson Babich The first stage of interdisciplinarity is to provide a working definition. Interdisciplinarity is when multiple academic disciplines are consolidated into one idea, objective, or task. Authors like Lisa Lattuca point out that interdisciplinarity is the natural ability to make knowledgeable connections in
learning[2]. Julie Thompson Klein further notes that interdisciplinarity is the connection of ideas that develops answers to complex questions[3]. Some students, throughout their educational career, may have taken part in interdisciplinary programs within their high school, college, or university. In the diagram below, Fink describes a concept for
interdisciplinarity by providing a taxonomy of significant learning[4]. Figure 1: Taxonomy of Significant Learning. In Fink, L. D. (2003). What is ‘significant learning’? In Creating Significant Learning. Josey Bass, p. 3. Long description. Figure 1: Taxonomy of Significant Learning. In Fink, L. D. (2003). What is ‘significant learning’? In Creating
Significant Learning. Josey Bass, p. 3 Interdisciplinarity can be implemented in higher education. Lattuca, Voight, and Fath state in this setting, it may: Make connections to previous knowledge Help students develop complex understandings of problems Develop advanced views of knowledge Utilize a multitude of perspectives[5] In conjunction with
Fink’s Taxonomy, these multiple perspectives lead to authentic learning, especially in a post-secondary setting. For example, a lawyer or a judge needs to be conscious of the many different domains involved in a case, such as developing a comprehensive understanding of every facet of the situation. Educators also need to focus on these macro ideas
to expand their understanding of how teaching can be effective through the application of various cognitive and social-human dimensions. This ultimately leads to the role of interdisciplinarity as a catalyst for a consciousness of the ethically-centered greater good. Ethical interdisciplinarity is the process of ensuring that knowledgeable connections
meet the needs of the greater good on a large scale. This topic warrants further study, given its broad scope. 04/08/2025 Interdisciplinary studies offer an academic experience that combines multiple disciplines, providing a well-rounded education that can be made up of different fields of knowledge. Interdisciplinary studies offers students a chance
to focus on two or more disciplines while helping build communication and critical thinking skills. Students pursuing an interdisciplinary degree typically engage in interdisciplinary research, combining the expertise of multiple fields to address complex questions.Whether they’re studying criminal justice reform alongside computer science or
environmental studies alongside sociology, these academic programs may enable students to understand subjects from various angles, encouraging a broader worldview.For example, an interdisciplinary studies major might combine health sciences, human resources, and sociology to tackle public health issues with creative solutions.Benefits and
Career Opportunities of Interdisciplinary StudiesInterdisciplinary studies programs can offer many advantages for college students. One key benefit is the broad knowledge base they may provide. Students can develop skills like critical thinking and problem-solving by applying interdisciplinary approaches to real-world challenges.Interdisciplinary
studies graduates may find opportunities in various industries that value adaptability and cross-disciplinary knowledge.These skills may be transferable to different types of careers because graduates can approach problems with innovative solutions. Whether it’s applying knowledge from an interdisciplinary major like international studies or using
communication skills developed through integrative studies, interdisciplinary studies graduates may be prepared for many different career opportunities and combinations.While some industries prioritize specific degrees, interdisciplinary studies may appeal to employers seeking adaptability and a diverse skill set. Graduates with an interdisciplinary
studies degree may find opportunities in various fields, though some career paths may require additional qualifications, certifications, or experience.Some fields may include:Health sciencesEducationSocial sciencesManagementCriminal justice reform and moreTypes of Interdisciplinary ProgramsWhen studying in interdisciplinary studies programs,
students can build their area of focus made up of general education classes and courses in business, management, communication and media, natural and social sciences, and social sciences.These programs enable students to dive deep into complex topics, approaching them from multiple fields to gain a comprehensive understanding.For example, a
student in a natural sciences or an environmental studies interdisciplinary program might explore how sociology, economics, and environmental science interact to address sustainability issues.There are various options to suit students' multiple interests, tailoring their degree to their specific career goals. This flexibility may enable students to forge
their own paths, combining subjects from different disciplines to create a customized academic journey.Pursuing an Interdisciplinary Studies DegreePursuing an interdisciplinary studies degree may be an alternative to more traditional majors. These programs may provide flexibility and an opportunity to explore multiple areas of interest. Students
have the chance to learn how different disciplines intersect, giving them a broader perspective on the world.An interdisciplinary studies degree may also serve as a bridge to graduate school. Many graduate students begin with an interdisciplinary degree during their undergraduate experience and continue to explore multiple fields or specialize in
something more specific in graduate school.Students pursuing a master’s degree or doctorate in an interdisciplinary field can conduct specialized research, integrating different disciplines to solve complex problems.For some students, pursuing an interdisciplinary degree may allow them to create their own majors by combining two or three distinct
disciplines, such as combining sociology and psychology for a degree in social sciences. This approach may empower students to take control of their academic journey and develop a degree program that aligns most authentically with their career goals and personal interests.Choosing the Right Interdisciplinary ProgramlInterdisciplinary programs
may be appealing to students whose interests don’t fit into a single discipline. Whether it's combining business and human resources or studying criminal justice reform alongside sociology, interdisciplinary programs may enable students to take ownership of their education.For students looking to carve out their own paths, interdisciplinary degrees
offer the flexibility to explore multiple disciplines.Interdisciplinary programs may also provide a more structured way to combine multiple fields, allowing students to earn credits in specific areas while developing a clear academic focus. This flexibility may work well for students whose career plans involve skills from various fields.Examples of
Interdisciplinary MajorsHere are some examples of interdisciplinary studies majors that combine distinct disciplines to create unique educational experiences:Leadership: Combining leadership studies with philosophy, computer science, information technology, and criminal justice, this interdisciplinary major may prepare students for leadership roles
in a variety of fields.Professional Writing: This major may blend technical writing, business communication, marketing, human resources, and public relations, may assist students to seek opportunities in professional writing or corporate communications.Cybercrime: An interdisciplinary approach combining criminal justice, computer science,
information technology, and philosophy, this program may assist students who seek careers in cybersecurity.Interdisciplinary Programs in PracticeGraduates of interdisciplinary studies programs gain many skills that are transferable to a wide range of fields. Many may find themselves in management, education, research, or writing, where their
ability to integrate knowledge from multiple areas is highly valuable.Students who pursue interdisciplinary degrees may demonstrate a unique ability to approach complex problems from multiple perspectives.Interdisciplinary programs not only give students knowledge but also foster creative problem-solving and critical thinking, skills that could
help them navigate the challenges they will encounter in their careers.One key challenge for interdisciplinary majors may be the need for educator collaboration. Interdisciplinary studies may isolate students from a traditional academic program, making it harder to build a sense of community, as they may not share common coursework like
traditional students.How an Interdisciplinary Studies Degree May Enhance Career OpportunitiesInterdisciplinary studies offer a flexible academic path that integrates knowledge from multiple fields—such as sociology, environmental studies, and criminal justice—allowing students to explore subjects from different perspectives and build a broad skill
set. Similarly, a general studies degree provides a versatile foundation for students interested in tailoring their education to multiple interests. If you're curious about the potential career paths this degree may support, explore “What Can You Do With a General Studies Degree?”. Interdisciplinarity refers to a method or mindset that merges traditional
educational concepts or methods in order to arrive at a new approaches or solutions. Interdisciplinarity is an increasingly important concept within both academic research and the private sector, as it allows both a rigorous and nimble approach to subjects of both great nuance and complexity. More than just pasting together different subjects and
methods, interdisciplinary work is the process of developing an integration of methods that are traditionally thought of as separate fields (like history, business, or biology). An interdisciplinary student engages in a level of critical inquiry that is unique to other degree paths. OK, but what does that look like? Here's an excellent example of
interdisciplinary work that analyzes a topic while also explaining the process of how to conduct interdisciplinary research:
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