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The Imperfectionists is the first novel by writer Tom Rachman. The novel is a collection of stories about the imperfect people who work at an unnamed international newspaper that is on the verge of shutting down. Through these stories, the reader learns about the idiosyncrasies of newspaper reporting as well as the
common difficulties that each featured employee suffers in their everyday life. The Imperfectionists is a sometimes funny and often shocking look at human nature with the backdrop of the newspaper business. Lloyd Burko is an older man who has been a newspaper reporter for more than forty years. However, Lloyd is
beginning to find it difficult to make a living as most of his stories are not of a quality to be published daily. Lloyd meets with his son, who works for the French foreign ministry, and asks for a story he might write about. The son offers some information, but makes his father promise not to write about it. Lloyd does anyway
only to discover the story was fictional and that his son does not actually work for the French foreign ministry anymore. In the end, Lloyd ends up confessing everything to his son and moving in with him. Arthur Gopal is the son of a famous writer who is content to write obituaries until the day that his daughter dies in an
accident. Arthur suddenly finds a passion for writing and is promoted to culture editor. Hardy Benjamin is a young and intelligent business writer who struggles in her love life. Therefore when Hardy meets an Irish man who shows just the slightest interest in her, she ignores everything unpleasant about him including the
fact that he and his friends burglarized her apartment. Herman Cohen is a grammar-aphile who is constantly driving the staff of the newspaper crazy with his bible of words not to be used in the newspaper. Herman has a good friend from childhood who he always thought would be a prize-winning writer, someone he
could look up to. However, when his friend comes for a visit in Rome, Herman finally realizes he does not aspire to greatness, effectively ending the friendship. Kathleen Solson is the editor of the newspaper. Her husband has recently engaged in an affair, causing Kathleen to consider one of her own. However, running
into an old boyfriend changes her view of herself and causes her to be more content with her husband. At the same time, Winston Cheung, a professional student, tries his hand at being a foreign correspondent and discovers he does not have the killer instinct to fight off competition. Ruby Zaga is a bitter copyeditor who
feels isolated and a target of humiliation at work. Ruby expects to be fired at any time, an idea that makes her happy for the freedom she will have. However, Ruby is extremely happy when she is not fired. Craig Menzies is the second in command at the paper, therefore he is the one who does the bulk of the work. At
home, Craig is ridiculously happy in his relationship with a much younger woman. However, when that woman has an affair, Craig becomes sullen and finally breaks when she shows him a rejection letter from a patent she applied for in his name. Craig asks her to leave only to attempt an apology a few hours later, only
to discover her in another man's arms once more. Ornella de Monterecchi is the paper's most devoted reader, but she reads so slowly that she is thirteen years behind. Abbey Pinnola is the paper's financial officer, known as Accounts Payable around the office. On a trip to Atlanta, Abbey has a flirtation with a copyeditor
she had fired from the paper only to be humiliated when he demands to know why she chose him. Finally, Oliver Ott is the reluctant publisher of the paper his grandfather created and his father carefully maintained. Oliver has little idea what is happening at the paper until the day he is forced to announce the decision to
shut the paper down. In retaliation, someone kills his dog. The Ten Year Reading List The Alt Reality Nobel Prize I have little patience with authors who stitch together short stories to make them look like a novel.   Even masterworks such as Faulkner’s Go Down, Moses, Anderson’s Winesburg, Ohio or Bradbury’s The
Martian Chronicles, for all their virtues, seem to violate some truth-in-advertising law of the literary world.  Orif there isn't such a law, there ought to be one.  Thepublishers should put a disclaimer on the cover:  noreal novel here.  Like the coffee "creamer" at your officethat has no real cream in it, these books are mas-
querading as something they aren't.  Given this skepticism, I approached The Imperfectionists,the high-profile debut novel by Tom Rachman with morethan a few trepidations.  Each of the eleven chapterspresents a stand-alone story, invariably about a personconnected to an English-language newspaper operatingout of
Rome in the years following World War II—a pub-lication that comes across as a cross between TheInternational Herald-Tribune (where Rachman formerlyworked) and the now defunct Rome Daily American.  Toadd to the challenges of integrating these stories into a whole, Rachman focuses on a different protagonist
for each chapter, and varies the settings and concerns—some interludes deal with family conflicts at home, others with incidents on the road, or painful memories dredged up from the past.   We may find ourselves in Rome for one story, but in Cairo or Atlanta for another.  Yet—mirabile dictu!—Rachman makes this
mélange work as a coherent whole.   Generally the structural flaw in a book of this sort stems from the disparate pedigrees of the various sections of the book—too often the chapters don’t read like chapters, but betray their origin as separate pieces published previously in various magazines.   Typically, they convey an
impression that the author only decided to “fit” the tales into a novel after most of them were written.  But The Imperfectionists has a very different ambiance.  The book comes across as a work that Rachman had envisioned, from the start, as a unified whole.   He furthers the integration of the story lines by a series of
between-the-chapters interludes that convey the history of the newspaper, also by a clever sequence of chapter headings drawn from headlines, and the use of key characters in previous stories as cameo players in later ones.  Above all, he builds up to a final capstone story that conveys a sense of overall closure that
rarely accompanies the “Frankenstein monster” sewed-together short story collections of other authors.Yet the structural ingenuity here is only a small part of the attraction of The Imperfectionists.  Rachman’s vignettes are compelling, and attempt that difficult intersection of humor and pathos that few authors master, and
almost none consistently.   Sometimes Rachman tries too hard, and my least favorite chapters here work too hard for laughs.  A story about a bumbling correspondent in Cairo, who is manipulated by a more seasoned journalist, comes across as forced—albeit saved by some jaunty dialogue.  Another awkward section
presents an eccentric reader who is years behind in reading the paper:  in 2007, she is still reading newspapers from April 1994, and tries to prevent anyone from telling her about historical events that have happened since then.Yet when Rachman focuses on more plausible story lines, with less overt comedy, he
achieves some sublime effects.   A story about coworkers from the newspaper who, by chance, end up seated next to each other on an trans-Atlantic flight, is deftly realized, and comes with a surprise ending of O’Henry caliber.    Another strong chapter captures the pathos of a female business reporter who is eminently
practical in her career, but in her private life ignores the most obvious warning signs as she pursues a ne’er-do-well boyfriend.   The humor, in these parts of The Imperfectionists, is applied with a lighter touch, and the plotting is both tight and character-driven.Best of all, a marked cumulative irony builds up over the
course of this book.  The one constant in The Imperfectionists, from start to finish, is how little the quest for journalistic excellence motivates the various characters.  Even the publishers and editors who seem to have the most passion for the newspaper business are, ultimately, revealed to have some other plan, some
other goal in mind.  In a throwaway subplot, Rachman makes clear that the paintings the newspaper’s founding publisher purchased to please an editor made more money than decades of actually operating the periodical.  How fitting, given the individual stories we have followed through the course of this book!This
gradual disclosure of hypocrisies and hidden agendas provides an ideal setup to the dark comedy of Rachman’s conclusion.  Here the various themes and characters intersect, and the sham idealism and petty flaws of each protagonist come together like an especially satisfying chess problem.  Finally, the title—The
Imperfectionists—is shown to be all too apt.  But certainly not because of what Tom Rachman has delivered, which may not achieve perfection, but certainly gets close. The Iby Tom Rachman Fractious FictionRadical, unconventional or experimentalworks of fictionThe New CanonThe best works of fiction published since
1985Conceptual FictionThe best of fantasy, science fiction, magical realism and alternative realityPostmodern MysteryExperimental, unconventional and postmodern approaches to stories of mystery and suspense Great Books Guide Great Books GuideConceptual FictionPostmodern MysteryFractious FictionTed Gioia's
personal web siteAmerican Fiction NotesThe Big ReadCritical MassThe Elegant VariationDana GioiaThe MillionsThe Misread CityThe Literary SaloonReviews and Responses Click on the cover image above to read some pages of this book! (Formatting may be different depending on your device and eBook type.) Lloyd
Burko is having troubles with his sources, with his technology at the paper, and with his family. The Imperfectionists is a novel about the peculiar people who write and read an international newspaper based in Rome: from the obituary reporter who will do anything to avoid work, to the dog-obsessed publisher who seems
less interested in his struggling newspaper than in his magnificent basset hound, Schopenhauer. While the news of the day rushes past, the true front-page stories for all of them are the blunders and triumphs of their own lives. Tom Rachman's debut novel is beautifully written, intelligent, and makes us care about people
who are both flawed and immensely engaging - about their lives, their families, and about the larger family that is their newspaper. The Imperfectionists touches on the fall of newspapers and the rise of technology but, above all, it is a wise and moving novel about unusual, endearing characters. Tom Rachman was born
in 1974 in London, and grew up in Vancouver. He has worked as an editor at the foreign desk of The Associated Press in New York, as an AP correspondent in Rome and as an editor at the International Herald Tribune in Paris. Rachman now lives in London. The Imperfectionists was longlisted for the The Giller Prize,
and Rachman's second novel, The Rise and Fall of Great Powers, will be published by Text in February 2014. tomrachman.com textpublishing.com.au 'The Imperfectionists joins that short list of fine novels about journalism, which includes Evelyn Waugh's Scoop.' Age 'Rachman paints the characters' small dramas and
private disappointments with humanity and humour.' New Yorker 'So good I had to read it twice simply to figure out how he pulled it off...The novel is alternately hilarious and heart-wrenching.' New York Times Book Review 'The Imperfectionists is a precise playful fiction, with a deep but lightly worn intelligence.' Times
Literary Supplement 'The Imperfectionists is a winning mixture of warmth, wit, poignancy, quiet insight and powerful melodrama.' Courier Mail 'The Imperfectionists will strongly satisfy...a magnificent tribute to the fall of newspapers.' Vogue 'A clever critique of the newspaper industry, and a fascinating character study into
damaged people.' Marie Claire '[A] zinger of a debut...Chapters read like exquisite short stories, turning out the intersecting lives of the men and women who produce the paper...there are more than enough sublime moments, unexpected turns and sheer inky wretchedness to warrant putting this on the shelf next to other
great newspaper novels.' (starred review) Publishers Weekly IOS Android Desktop Windows eReader ISBN: 9781922148629 ISBN-10: 1922148628 Format: ePUB Language: English Number Of Pages: 288 Published: 1st April 2015 Publisher: The Text Publishing Company Edition Number: 1 The proprietor talks only to
his dog. The obituary writer is only slightly more alive than those he writes about. The female sub-editor is torn between her need to hang on to the job and her desperate desire to be sacked. The original proprietor started up the paper so that he could employ an old flame, even though he had to have her husband on the
payroll too.However bad things are for them, journalists can take some consolation from the fact that their situation cannot be quite as disastrous as at the fictional newspaper portrayed in The Imperfectionists: a funny novel of the sweet-and-sour variety, its humour leavened with real sadness. Although it is never given a
name, The Daily Loser would do as a working title for this international newspaper written in English by Americans based in Rome, with a dwindling band of stringers in Europe and an even faster dwindling band of readers. It doesn't have a website. Members of staff stagger their going-home times so they don't have to
share the lift.In an opening passage that will seem only too convincing to struggling freelancers, the paper's occasional correspondent in Paris tries to interest the news editor in a feature about a French delicacy consisting of a blind finch drowned in cognac, only to receive the perennial put down of "You have anything
else?" The book ends with the plight of the most loyal reader who, abandoned by her husband, has had nothing to do since 1976 except to read the paper so obsessively that each issue takes her several days. Since she refuses to miss a single copy, she remains in a 1990s time-warp – and then she hits the bumpers
with 24 April 1994, which is missing.The most toe-curling character is an ace bullshitter of a reporter, or possibly a mere blogger, who claims to have met Osama Bin Laden: "Back in Tora Bora. Good times". He latches on to a young, would-be journo, takes over his bed, nicks his laptop, appropriates his cash, and sleeps
with the hackette he fancies.Tom Rachman has worked as a foreign correspondent and his characters, although exaggerated, ring only too true. To avoid former colleagues who might recognise themselves, he would be best advised to stick to the novel writing. They might take a dim view of the hackette's sneering
verdict that "Journalism is a bunch of dorks pretending to be alpha males."
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