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Recep	Tayyip	Erdoan	indir	ve	à	arkÃ​Â±	sixty.	Ecilenista	gÃ​1â​​4rsesidir	o	Suskun	dÃ​1â​​4nyanÃ​Â±n	hrsesidir	o	GÃ​Â©rndâ​​4nn	miletten	alan	Recep	Tayyip	ErdoÃ​an	HalkÃ​Â±n	ad	AÃ​	A,
HakkÂ±naÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±A±A±A±A±A±	Â±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±AÂ±YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYoldan	Yoldan	Yoldan
yoldananananananananan	Nmedi	geri	KararlÃ​Â±r	davasAÂ±nda	AnalarAÂ±nda	Recep	Tayyip	ErdoÃ​an	SÃ¶zâ​​4	dosdoAru	yoktur	riyasAÂ±	Zalimlerin	korkulu	rÃ​1â​​4yasAÂ±EÂ±	yol	Da	gider	YÃ±	YÃ±	YÃ±	YÃ±	YÃ±	YÃ±	YÃ±	YÃ±	YÃ±	YÃ	​Â±llardÃ​Â±r	beklenen	leader	Recep	Tayyip	ErdoÃ​an	Ekleyen	Denis	Haveriku	â​​	Arnavutluk	The	President	of
Turkey,	Recep	Tayyip	Erdogan,	is	very	angry	with	Germany.	According	to	reports	in	the	German	press	on	Tuesday,	he	even	called	the	German	ambassador	to	his	office	to	complain.	But	about	what?	Syria,	maybe?	Or	Europe’s	handling	of	the	refugee	crisis?	Naw.	It	was	a	satirical	YouTube	video,	produced	by	a	German	state	network,	mocking	Erdogan.
Here’s	the	video	that	offended	the	delicate	sensitivity	of	the	Turkish	leader,	now	with	useful	English	subtitles:	The	song,	a	riff	of	an	old	German	pop	song,	mocks	the	appearance	of	Erdogan,	his	ostentatious	palace	and,	most	importantly,	his	sad	a	record	of	press	freedom	and	civil	rights.	“Equal	Rights	for	Women	/	Beaten	Equal”,	reads	the	lyrics,	sung
over	images	of	the	Turkish	police	interrupting	an	International	Women’s	Day	march	with	batons.	For	most	heads	of	state,	this	would	not	be	something	you	would	need	to	shout	at	a	foreign	dignitary.	But	Erdogan	is	not	just	any	head	of	state:	the	Turkish	president	is	often	described	as	thin-skinned,	and	has	a	record	to	prove	it.	According	to	a	2015	BBC
report,	236	people	in	Turkey	were	investigated,	between	August	2014	and	March	2015,	for	“insulting	the	head	of	state”,	a	crime	under	Turkish	law	punishable	by	years	in	prison.	Of	these,	105	were	indicted	and	8	arrested.	Some	of	these	are	really	absurd.	In	2014,	Erdogan	Erdogan	a	teacher	who	he	thought	had	made	a	“rude	gesture”	to	her.	After
she	complained	about	her	publicly,	she	was	arrested	for	insulting	the	president.	In	January	2016,	she	was	sentenced	to	11	months	and	20	days	in	prison.	In	another	case,	a	Turkish	doctor	was	arrested	for	making	a	meme	comparing	Erdogan	to	Gollum.	Turkish	courts	had	to	call	on	“Gollum	experts”	to	assess	whether	this	was	insulting.	Here’s	the
meme,	in	case	you’re	curious	about	whether	Erdogan	really	resembles	Gollum	(the	answer,	IMHO,	is	clearly	yes):	If	all	this	sounds	petty,	it	certainly	is.	But	the	biggest	problem,	which	the	video	points	to,	is	that	Turkey	under	Erdogan	has	been	slowly	sliding	towards	authoritarianism.	During	its	tenure,	the	Turkish	government	has	tried	to	“reform”	the
Turkish	school	system	along	Islamist	lines,	violently	repressed	anti-government	protests	and	temporarily	banned	Twitter	to	prevent	it	from	threatening	“moral	and	national	values”.	“Comparisons	with	Vladimir	Putin	are	useful”,	wrote	the	Last	year	Howard	Eissenstat,	a	Turkish	scholar	at	the	University	of	San	Lorenzo.	“Both	Erdogan	and	Putin	rely	on
the	institution	of	elections	as	a	tool	to	demonstrate	legitimacy,	and	both	assure	that	no	sustained	criticism	of	their	policies	will	reach	the	public”.	As	funny	as	Erdogan’s	idea	may	be,	shouting	at	the	German	ambassador	for	a	cover	in	the	style	of	The	strange	parody,	it	is	worth	pointing	out	that	this	episode	reflects	something	deeply	troubling	about
politics	in	one	of	the	largest	and	most	important	Muslim	countries	in	the	world.	President	Isaac	Herzog	spoke	on	the	phone	with	Turkish	President	Recep	Tayyip	Erdogan	on	Thursday,	hours	after	an	Israeli	couple	arrested	last	week	in	Istanbul	on	suspicion	of	espionage	landed	in	Israel.	Erdogan	stressed	in	the	conversation	that	he	considers	that	the
ties	with	Israel	are	important	for	his	country	Â	«Of	key	importance	to	peace,	stability	and	safety	of	the	Middle	East.»	Media.Â	»	Dialogue	between	countries	on	bilateral	and	regional	issues,	according	to	a	statement	by	the	Office	of	the	President	of	Israel.	Herzog	welcomed	the	idea.	Herzog,	speaking	in	English,	thanked	his	counterpart	for	his	personal
involvement	in	the	release	of	Mordy	and	Natali	Oknin,	who	were	arrested	in	Istanbul	last	Tuesday	after	they	photographed	Erdogan’s	Palace	in	Istanbul	while	he	was	on	tour	and	sent	the	photo	to	his	family.	Media	reports	have	said	thousands	of	tourists,	including	Israelis,	regularly	take	photos	of	the	palace.	Israel	firmly	and	formally	rejected	the
accusation	that	the	Oknins,	who	are	the	bus	drivers	for	the	released	company,	are	spies.	Natali	had	appeared	in	egg	advertising	campaigns	over	the	years,	and	her	co-workers	dismissed	the	idea	that	they	were	such	ridiculous	spies.	Get	the	times	of	the	daily	issue	of	Israel	by	email	and	never	miss	our	main	stories	by	signing	up,	you	accept	the	terms
once	near	Allies	of	Defense,	the	two	regional	powers	saw	that	relations	crumble	in	the	last	decade.	However,	during	the	past	year,	Erdogan	and	other	Turkish	officials	have	expressed	a	desire	to	repair	the	ties,	as	Ankara	is	increasingly	cashier	by	rivals	in	Europe	and	the	Eastern	Mediterranean.	In	July,	Erdogan	congratulated	Herzog	on	his	new	role
as	President	of	Israel,	and	similarly	pointed	out	the	importance	of	relations	between	the	two	countries	for	the	sake	of	regional	stability.	A	spokesperson	for	Erdogan’s	AKP	party	said	that,	at	the	root	of	the	call,	a	“framework”	emerged	to	improve	the	links	between	Ankara	and	Jerusalem.	Natali	Oknin,	who	was	held	with	her	husband	in	Turkey	for	a
week	on	suspicion	of	espionage,	is	received	upon	arrival	at	her	home	in	the	Israeli	city	of	Modiin	on	November	18,	2021	after	Its	launch	(Gil	Cohen-Magen	/	AFP)	"We	want	to	thank	all	the	people	of	Israel	who	supported	our	country	and	their	family.	Thanks	to	Prime	Minister	Naftali	Bennett,	Minister	of	Foreign	Affairs	Yair	Lapid,	President	Isaac
Herzog,	Ã	¢	Â,	¬,	said	he	said	Oknin	at	a	press	conference	outside	the	family	home	in	the	city	of	Modiin	after	eight	days	of	detention.	Previously,	a	joint	statement	from	Bennett	and	Lapid	announcing	their	release	grateful	to	Erdogan.	“We	thank	the	President	of	Turkey	and	his	government	for	their	cooperation	and	look	forward	to	welcoming	the
couple	back	home”,	the	statement	said,	adding	that	Herzog	had	also	contributed	significantly	to	efforts	to	end	the	incident.	According	to	reports,	Bennett	was	prepared	to	talk	to	Erdogan	on	Thursday	by	phone	also	to	thank	him	for	the	launch	of	the	pair.	Prime	Minister	Naftali	Bennett	(R)	is	with	Foreign	Minister	Yair	Lapid	during	the	weekly	cabinet
meeting	at	the	Prime	Minister’s	office	in	Jerusalem	on	November	7,	2021.	(Gil	Cohen-MAGEN	/	POOL	/	AFP)	The	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	sent	a	Jet,	along	with	two	senior	consular	officials,	to	return	the	couple	and	they	arrived	in	Israel	shortly	after	6	am,	headed	to	their	home	in	Modiin,	where	they	were	greeted	by	a	crowd	of	relatives	and
supporters,	many	of	whom	wore	T-shirts.	Printed	with	a	photograph	of	the	couple.	In	Turkey,	the	husband	and	wife	were	held	separately	and	were	given	intermittent	access	to	an	Israeli	lawyer	and	Israeli	consular	officers.	The	delicate	diplomatic	efforts	to	secure	their	release	had	been	complicated	because	the	two	governments	did	not	have
ambassadors	in	each	other’s	countries	due	to	tensions	between	Ankara	and	Jerusalem.	Is	our	work	important	to	you?	Do	you	trust	the	times	of	Israel	for	accurate	and	insightful	news	about	Israel	and	the	Jewish	world?	If	so,	join	the	Times	community	of	Israel.	For	as	little	as	$6/month,	you	will:	Support	our	independent	journalism;	Enjoy	an	ad-free
experience	on	the	TOI	site,	apps	and	emails;	and	get	access	to	Exclusive	shared	only	with	the	TOI	community,	including	the	weekly	letters	of	the	Founder	Editor	David	Horovitz.	Join	the	Times	community	of	Israel.	Have	our	community	and	a	member?	Start	session	to	stop	watching	this,	you're	serious.	Us	us	That’s	it!	We	are	very	happy	that	you	have
read	the	X	Times	of	Israel	articles	in	the	last	month.	That’s	why	we	come	to	work	every	day	â​​	to	provide	discerning	readers	like	you	with	a	must-read	coverage	of	Israel	and	the	Jewish	world.	So	now	we	have	a	request.	Unlike	other	means	of	communication,	we	have	not	put	up	a	wall	of	payment.	But	because	the	journalism	we	do	is	expensive,	we
invite	readers	for	whom	The	Times	of	Israel	has	become	important	to	support	our	work	by	joining	The	Times	of	Israel	Community.	For	as	little	as	$6	a	month,	you	can	support	our	quality	journalism	while	enjoying	The	Times	of	Israel	AD-FREE,	as	well	as	access	exclusive	content	available	only	to	members	of	the	Times	of	Israel	community.	Join	our
community	Join	our	community	Already	a	member?	Log	in	to	stop	watching	this	this	this
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