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Skip this sectionSkip this sectionTracksRecordingsPlaylistsAlbumsArtistsStories Sir Peter Maxwell Davies has passed away last year. He was a keen environmentalist. He wrote The Yellow Cake Revue, a collection of cabaret-style pieces that he performed with actress Eleanor Bron, in protest at plans to mine uranium ore in Orkney.Farewell to
Stromness, which is probably his most famous pece is taken from this suite. The slow, walking bass line that pervades the Farewell portrays the residents of the village of Stromness having to leave their homes as a result of uranium contamination. It was first performed at the St Magnus Festival on Orkney. Stromness is the second largest town in
Orkney.Had the proposed development been approved , Stromness would have been just two miles from the uranium mine’s core, and the centre most threatened by pollution. Stromness, Orkney Islands by Geoff Wong One of the most respected composers of his generation, Peter Maxwell Davies (1934-2016) bridged medieval and contemporary
music with often-challenging compositions, though his style softened in his later years. His best-known piece Farewell to Stromness is a wistful piano interlude from a 1980 work The Yellow Cake Revue written in response to a proposal for uranium mining near the composer's home. The piece isn’t particularly indicative of his music overall, but it is
certainly among his most immediately accessible and most enchantingly simple melodies. The composer himself recognized this: “My little piano piece Farewell to Stromness has almost become a folk tune. People just say, ‘I like that piece,” and they don’t know who wrote it. It gets played an awful lot at funerals these days. And that’s very unusual, for
a so-called serious composer, to write a piece that people like so much, and they don’t care who it’s by.” The slow, walking bass line that pervades the Farewell portrays the residents of the village of Stromness having to leave their homes as a result of uranium contamination. Listen to the guitar transcription by Graham Anthony Devin: Sorry!
Something went wrong Is your network connection unstable or browser outdated? Hyperion offers both CDs, and downloads in a number of formats. The site is also available in several languages. Please use the dropdown buttons to set your preferred options, or use the checkbox to accept the defaults. Don't show me this message again Browse
nkoda, the sheet music library, and uncover exciting new pieces. Start free trial Vincenzo Parisi gifts us the notes of Farewell to Stromness by Sir Peter Maxwell Davies. A curiosity: this piece was written to protest against the opening of a uranium mine in the Orkney islands in northern Scotland, near the city of Stromness, where the composer lived.
The italian premiere was given to M° Carlo Boccadoro in 1996. © Copyright 2021 Piano B Agency | Privacy Policy | Cookie Policy
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