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In praise of idleness and other essays

College Writing 2.1x is an introduction to academic writing for English Language Learners, focusing on essay development, grammatical correctness, and self-editing. The five-week course includes a review of basic grammar terminology and understanding; writing effective sentences and paragraphs; introductions and conclusions; strategies for
writing longer texts; and thesis statements. The course materials will be offered via readings and videos. An optional course workbook, in ebook form, may be used for additional writing work. Students will participate in online discussions as well as peer review. Students will complete an essay for this part of the course. In partnership with the U.S.
Department of State UC Berkeley is partnering with the U.S. Department of State to extend the reach of College Writing 2X. Participating U.S. Embassies will host in-person, facilitated discussions sessions around the course content in order to maximize the learning experience. The State Department-supported EducationUSA network will also offer
facilitated discussions in some locations for students interested in pursuing higher education in the United States. This partnership is part of the English Education Alliance (E2A), a global effort of the U.S. Department of State to address the global demand for 21st century English language skills.Institution: BerkeleyXSubject: HumanitiesLevel:
IntroductoryPrerequisites: Students should be proficient enough in English to follow an introductory level university course.Language: EnglishVideo Transcript: English Basic grammar terminology and understanding How to write effective sentences and paragraphs How to tackle writing introductions and conclusions Strategies for writing longer
texts and thesis statements Anyone who is planning on going to college should take the SAT in high school to demonstrate their readiness for higher education. The SAT essay is an optional section of the SAT, and it’'s required by many colleges that wish to gauge applicants’ readiness by the analytical skills they demonstrate in the essay. While the
essay is optional, it’s a good idea to spend the extra $17 to take the essay portion of the test and provide the relevant information to college admissions offices. Taking the SAT essay is like completing a test of verbal, analytical and rhetorical skills that can’t be demonstrated in the multiple choice sections of the exam. It’s required for admission to
many liberal arts colleges and writing programs, and it helps test takers understand how prepared they are for careers in analytical occupations. Related resource: Top 75 Great Value Colleges for an Online Associate’s in Business How to Format the SAT Essay Formatting for the essay portion of the SAT is simple. The essay consists of a response to
an argument presented by a writer taking a position on a political or social issue. The argument presented in the essay prompt won’t be highly upsetting, but it may be slightly controversial, such as the idea that global warming is not caused by human activity. Responses to these prompts should not indicate whether the student agrees or disagrees
with the argument. They should be purely analytical without any value judgment of the subject matter or the writer presenting the argument. The talking points to analyze are included in the essay prompt. The student taking the test should address each point listed in the prompt as completely and accurately as possible. There is no word limit for the
SAT essay, but submissions under 100 words typically receive low scores. The purpose of the essay is to gauge rhetorical aptitude, so the content of the essay is more important than the word count. The suggested response length is about 400 to 500 words. The Value of Writing the SAT Essay The SAT essay provides students with a valuable means to
test their skills and aptitude. A good way to think about it is to compare it to a unit test of a software application. The programmer creating the application needs to know how the software will behave in every scenario, but not every unit test puts the program through the full range of possible scenarios. The mathematical and verbal multiple choice
sections of the SAT are designed to put students through a rigorous sequence of questions that elicit responses to a wide range of scenarios. The questions are challenging enough to fully exhaust the capabilities of most students, but they’re not broad enough to test students’ capabilities in every situation. That’s why colleges that expect students to
have analytical and rhetorical preparation require the SAT essay, and it’s a good reason for anyone planning on enrolling in college to complete the essay portion of the SAT. Topics Covered by the Essay The topics covered by the SAT essay prompts are far-reaching and diverse. Writers providing test prompts can potentially cover any topic in modern
society, politics or culture. The College Board, which is the company that administers the SAT, provides sample prompts for students wishing to take the practice test. These prompts are put forward in a different format than the actual test prompts. The practice test prompts ask students to formulate an argument based on a premise and a stance
taken on an issue. Some of the practice prompts include essay questions about environmental degradation, foreign wars, human consumption, and public resources. They do not include fully-fledged arguments articulated by the people mentioned in the prompts. Instead, they ask students to compose their own arguments based on the topic of
discussion and the position of the person mentioned in the prompt. While the practice essay questions are not graded and don’t count toward the total score on the official SAT, it’s important to treat the practice test with seriousness to ensure that it adequately prepares students for the graded test. The essay prompts on the practice test offer the
perfect SAT preparation for students of all skill levels. How the SAT Essay is Scored The SAT essay is graded by two independent judges who award a score between one and four, with a score of one being the lowest and four being the highest. Test takers can, therefore, receive a total score of between two and eight on the essay portion of the test.
Scores for the written portion of the SAT are broken down into three categories: reading, analysis and writing, or RAW. Students receive a grade of between two and eight points for each of the three categories. The scores for reading and writing are straightforward. Graders assess the test taker’s ability to accurately understand the test prompt and
express ideas clearly using proper grammar. The score for the category of analysis is based on the test taker’s mastery of analytical and rhetorical concepts, such as reasoning, argumentation, persuasion, and evidence. The scores of each category remain separate from each other and from the scores on other sections of the SAT. Other Important
Information A few other important points to remember when taking the test can help students avoid problems and ensure a smooth process. According to the College Board, cell phones and recording devices are prohibited during the test, and students who bring prohibited items to the testing site will have their grades canceled. The essay portion of
the SAT is handwritten with pencil on paper, so it’s not possible to use a spell checker or online dictionary when composing the essay. Students should prepare for the test by practicing spelling, grammar, and penmanship in a testing environment. Many high schools offer SAT testing practice to help students prepare for the exam, and these
workshops can provide valuable experience for students of all skill levels. The official test takes several hours to complete, and students can take breaks between sections of the test. The College Board recommends bringing a watch to keep track of time and a bag with snacks and drinks to stay hydrated and nourished during the test. Preparing for
college admission takes a lot of work and can be somewhat stressful, especially for hardworking students who push themselves for perfection. When it comes to writing the SAT essay, it’s important to remember to relax and not over-analyze the process. 1 What Causes a Low Body Temperature of 96 to 97 Degrees Fahrenheit? 2 What Is Considered
Dangerously High Blood Pressure? 3 Form 1099 G: What Is It, and What Does It Mean for Your 2020 Tax Return? 4 Festival of Sacrifice: The Past and Present of the Islamic Holiday of Eid al-Adha 5 How Do You Use Toothpaste to Heal a Hickey? 1 How Is Memorial Day Celebrated? 2 Did Martin Luther King Have Any Brothers or Sisters? 3 What Does
"XLT" on a Ford Truck Mean? 4 Is the Story of Teresa Fidalgo True? 5 30 Lesser-Known Facts About Prince, Funk's Favorite Star A periodical essay is an essay (that is, a short work of nonfiction) published in a magazine or journal--in particular, an essay that appears as part of a series. The 18th century is considered the great age of the periodical
essay in English. Notable periodical essayists of the 18th century include Joseph Addison, Richard Steele, Samuel Johnson, and Oliver Goldsmith. "The periodical essay in Samuel Johnson's view presented general knowledge appropriate for circulation in common talk. This accomplishment had only rarely been achieved in an earlier time and now was
to contribute to political harmony by introducing 'subjects to which faction had produced no diversity of sentiment such as literature, morality and family life."" (Marvin B. Becker, The Emergence of Civil Society in the Eighteenth Century. Indiana University Press, 1994) "The largely middle-class readership did not require a university education to get
through the contents of periodicals and pamphlets written in a middle style and offering instruction to people with rising social expectations. Early eighteenth-century publishers and editors recognized the existence of such an audience and found the means for satisfying its taste. . . . [A] host of periodical writers, Addison and Sir Richard Steele
outstanding among them, shaped their styles and contents to satisfy these readers' tastes and interests. Magazines--those medleys of borrowed and original material and open-invitations to reader participation in publication--struck what modern critics would term a distinctly middlebrow note in literature."The most pronounced features of the
magazine were its brevity of individual items and the variety of its contents. Consequently, the essay played a significant role in such periodicals, presenting commentary on politics, religion, and social matters among its many topics." (Robert Donald Spector, Samuel Johnson and the Essay. Greenwood, 1997) "The formal properties of the periodical
essay were largely defined through the practice of Joseph Addison and Steele in their two most widely read series, the "Tatler" (1709-1711) and the "Spectator" (1711-1712; 1714). Many characteristics of these two papers--the fictitious nominal proprietor, the group of fictitious contributors who offer advice and observations from their special
viewpoints, the miscellaneous and constantly changing fields of discourse, the use of exemplary character sketches, letters to the editor from fictitious correspondents, and various other typical features--existed before Addison and Steele set to work, but these two wrote with such effectiveness and cultivated such attention in their readers that the
writing in the Tatler and Spectator served as the models for periodical writing in the next seven or eight decades." (James R. Kuist, "Periodical Essay." The Encyclopedia of the Essay, edited by Tracy Chevalier. Fitzroy Dearborn, 1997) "By 1800 the single-essay periodical had virtually disappeared, replaced by the serial essay published in magazines
and journals. Yet in many respects, the work of the early-19th-century 'familiar essayists' reinvigorated the Addisonian essay tradition, though emphasizing eclecticism, flexibility, and experientiality. Charles Lamb, in his serial Essays of Elia (published in the London Magazine during the 1820s), intensified the self-expressiveness of the experientialist
essayistic voice. Thomas De Quincey's periodical essays blended autobiography and literary criticism, and William Hazlitt sought in his periodical essays to combine 'the literary and the conversational." (Kathryn Shevelow, "Essay." Britain in the Hanoverian Age, 1714-1837, ed. by Gerald Newman and Leslie Ellen Brown. Taylor & Francis, 1997)
"Writers of the popular periodical essay have in common both brevity and regularity; their essays are generally intended to fill a specific space in their publications, be it so many column inches on a feature or op-ed page or a page or two in a predictable location in a magazine. Unlike freelance essayists who can shape the article to serve the subject
matter, the columnist more often shapes the subject matter to fit the restrictions of the column. In some ways this is inhibiting because it forces the writer to limit and omit material; in other ways, it is liberating, because it frees the writer from the need to worry about finding a form and lets him or her concentrate on the development of

ideas." (Robert L. Root, Jr., Working at Writing: Columnists and Critics Composing. SIU Press, 1991) Knowing how to write an essay is a skill that you can use throughout your life. The ability to organize ideas that you use in constructing an essay will help you write business letters, company memos, and marketing materials for your clubs and
organizations. Anything you write will benefit from learning these simple parts of an essay: Purpose and Thesis Title Introduction Body of Information Conclusion Here are five steps to make it happen: Echo / Cultura / Getty Images Before you can start writing, you must have an idea to write about. If you haven't been assigned a topic, it's easier than
you might think to come up with one of your own. Your best essays will be about things that light your fire. What do you feel passionate about? What topics do you find yourself arguing for or against? Choose the side of the topic you are "for" rather than "against" and your essay will be stronger. Do you love gardening? Sports? Photography?
Volunteering? Are you an advocate for children? Domestic peace? The hungry or homeless? These are clues to your best essays. Put your idea into a single sentence. This is your thesis statement, your main idea. STOCK4B-RF / Getty Images Choose a title for your essay that expresses your primary idea. The strongest titles will include a verb. Take a
look at any newspaper and you'll see that every title has a verb. Your title should make someone want to read what you have to say. Make it provocative. Here are a few ideas: America Needs Better Health Care Now The Use of the Mentor Archetype in Who Is the She-Conomy? Why DJ Is the Queen of Pedicures Melanoma: Is It or Isn't It? How to
Achieve Natural Balance in Your Garden Expect to Be Changed by Reading Some people will tell you to wait until you have finished writing to choose a title. Other people find that writing a title helps them stay focused. You can always review your title when you've finished the essay to ensure that it's as effective as it can be. Hero-Images / Getty
Images Your introduction is one short paragraph, just a sentence or two, that states your thesis (your main idea) and introduces your reader to your topic. After your title, this is your next best chance to hook your reader. Here are some examples: Women are the chief buyers in 80 percent of America's households. If you're not marketing to them, you
should be. Take another look at that spot on your arm. Is the shape irregular? Is it multicolored? You could have melanoma. Know the signs. Those tiny wasps flying around the blossoms in your garden can't sting you. Their stingers have evolved into egg-laying devices. The wasps, busying finding a place to lay their eggs, are participating in the
balance of nature. Vincent Hazat / PhotoAlto Agency RF Collections / Getty Images The body of your essay is where you develop your story or argument. Once you have finished your research and produced several pages of notes, go through them with a highlighter and mark the most important ideas, the key points. Choose the top three ideas and
write each one at the top of a clean page. Now go through your notes again and pull out supporting ideas for each key point. You don't need a lot, just two or three for each one. Write a paragraph about each of these key points, using the information you've pulled from your notes. If you don't have enough for one, you might need a stronger key point.
Do more research to support your point of view. It's always better to have too many sources than too few. Anna Bryukhanova/E Plus / Getty Images You've almost finished. The last paragraph of your essay is your conclusion. It, too, can be short, and it must tie back to your introduction. In your introduction, you stated the reason for your paper. In
your conclusion, you should summarize how your key points support your thesis. Here's an example: By observing the balance of nature in her gardens, listening to lectures, and reading everything she can get her hands on about insects and native plants, Lucinda has grown passionate about natural balance. "It's easy to get passionate if you just take
time to look," she says. If you're still worried about your essay after trying on your own, consider hiring an essay editing service. Reputable services will edit your work, not rewrite it. Choose carefully. One service to consider is Essay Edge. Good luck! The next essay will be easier.
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