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A	special	Harper	Perennial	Deluxe	Edition	of	Richard	Wright's	powerful	account	of	his	journey	from	innocence	to	experience	in	the	Jim	Crow	South—a	poignant	and	disturbing	record	of	social	injustice	and	human	sufferingWhen	it	exploded	onto	the	literary	scene	in	1945,	Black	Boy	was	both	praised	and	condemned.	Orville	Prescott	of	the	New	York
Times	wrote	that	“if	enough	such	books	are	written,	if	enough	millions	of	people	read	them	maybe,	someday,	in	the	fullness	of	time,	there	will	be	a	greater	understanding	and	a	more	true	democracy.”	Yet	from	1975	to	1978,	Black	Boy	was	banned	in	schools	throughout	the	United	States	for	“obscenity”	and	“instigating	hatred	between	the
races.”Wright’s	once	controversial,	now	celebrated	autobiography	measures	the	raw	brutality	of	the	Jim	Crow	South	against	the	sheer	desperate	will	it	took	to	survive	as	a	Black	boy.	Enduring	poverty,	hunger,	fear,	abuse,	and	hatred	while	growing	up	in	the	woods	of	Mississippi,	Wright	lied,	stole,	and	raged	at	those	around	him—whites	indifferent,
pitying,	or	cruel	and	Blacks	resentful	of	anyone	trying	to	rise	above	their	circumstances.	Desperate	for	a	different	way	of	life,	he	headed	north,	eventually	arriving	in	Chicago,	where	he	forged	a	new	path	and	began	his	career	as	a	writer.	At	the	end	of	Black	Boy,	Wright	sits	poised	with	pencil	in	hand,	determined	to	“hurl	words	into	this	darkness	and
wait	for	an	echo.”	More	than	seventy-five	years	later,	his	words	continue	to	reverberate.One	of	the	great	American	memoirs,	Wright’s	account	is	a	deeply	moving	record	of	struggle	and	endurance—a	seminal	literary	work	that	illuminates	our	own	time.	Solo	tiendas	oficiales(1)Música,	Películas	y	Series(3)Libros	Físicos(199)Otros(10)Hasta	$
3.000(67)$3.000	a	$9.500(74)Más	de	$9.500(71)Inglés(120)Español(46)Alemán(1)Portugués(1)Menos	de	9	años(101)9	a	12	años(8)13	años	o	más(9)Novela(46)Manual(7)Cuento(1)Detalles	de	la	publicaciónEl	envío	gratis	está	sujeto	al	peso,	precio	y	la	distancia	del	envío.	Black	Boy	is	a	memoir	by	Richard	Wright	that	was	first	published	in	1945.	See	a
complete	list	of	the	characters	in	Black	Boy	and	in-depth	analyses	of	Richard	Wright,	Ella	Wright,	and	Granny,	Addie,	Tom,	Pease,	Reynolds,	Olin,	Ed	Green,	Buddy	Nealson.	Here's	where	you'll	find	analysis	of	the	literary	devices	in	Black	Boy,	from	the	major	themes	to	motifs,	symbols,	and	more.	Find	the	quotes	you	need	to	support	your	essay,	or
refresh	your	memory	of	the	book	by	reading	these	key	quotes.	Get	ready	to	ace	your	Black	Boy	paper	with	our	suggested	essay	topics,	helpful	essays	about	historical	and	literary	context,	a	sample	A+	student	essay,	and	more.	Editorial:	GRUPO	UNISON	EDICIONESEncuadernación:	Tapa	blandaFecha	de	lanzamiento:	19/11/2007	Professor	Amy
Hungerford	points	out	in	her	Open	Yale	lectures:	there	is	a	certain	amount	of	well-founded	doubt	as	to	the	absolute	accuracy	of	this	work	as	an	autobiography.	Wright,	however,	does	not	claim	this	as	his	life,	but	rather	as	a	Record	of	Youth	and	Childhood,	the	tale	of	a	Black	Boy	growing	up	in	the	Southern	States	between	the	two	World	Wars.	Thus	a
generic	life.	There	can	be	no	doubt	whatsoever	about	its	emotional	authenticity.	I	read	this	Professor	Amy	Hungerford	points	out	in	her	Open	Yale	lectures:	there	is	a	certain	amount	of	well-founded	doubt	as	to	the	absolute	accuracy	of	this	work	as	an	autobiography.	Wright,	however,	does	not	claim	this	as	his	life,	but	rather	as	a	Record	of	Youth	and
Childhood,	the	tale	of	a	Black	Boy	growing	up	in	the	Southern	States	between	the	two	World	Wars.	Thus	a	generic	life.	There	can	be	no	doubt	whatsoever	about	its	emotional	authenticity.	I	read	this	with	a	kind	of	ghastly	horrified	fascination,	thinking	only	what	a	dreadful	time	and	place	for	an	intelligent	young	black	man	to	be	alive.	As	a	boy,	Richard
is	routinely,	relentlessly,	habitually	beaten:	by	his	mother	and	his	grandmother,	and	later	the	same	kind	of	treatment	is	attempted	by	an	uncle	and	an	aunt.	But	this	is	no	mawkish	misery	memoir	of	the	kind	that	seemed	to	dominate	the	bestseller	lists	for	a	while,	spawning	a	whole	spate	of	copycat	accounts	of	dubious	provenance,	this	is	not	the
'uplifting'	tale	of	one	person's	triumph	over	adversity.	No,	this	is	generic:	that	kind	of	upbringing	was	the	best-intentioned	attempt	by	Richard's	family	to	beat	out	of	him	a	characteristic	that	might	prove	fatal	to	a	black	man	living	under	the	Jim	Crow	statutes:	a	sense	of	self-worth.	An	attitude	that	the	whites	might	perceive	to	be	sassy.	Richard	is
beaten	for	being	lippy,	for	talking	back,	for	claiming	that	there	is	a	version	of	the	truth	that	he	sees	and	that	may	be	at	odds	with	the	truth	of	authority.	All	untenable,	dangerous	positions	for	a	black	man	to	take.	His	mother	and	grandmother	know	the	only	way	for	a	black	man	to	survive:	by	turning	into	a	childish	buffoon	or	a	servile	idiot,	the	roles
expected	by	that	white	culture	that	surrounds	them.	They	recognize,	too,	the	danger	that	a	rebellious	young	man	may	find	the	only	outlet	for	his	aspirations	the	creativity	of	crime,	how	best	to	cheat	and	steal,	and	they	take	refuge	in	exaggerated	religiosity	that	offers	rules	but	no	comfort.	Certainly	Richard	can	find	nothing	for	himself	there.Prof.
Hungerford	also	tells	the	publication	history	of	this	work:	it	was	originally	one	third	longer	than	the	version	I	read,	was	written	in	two	parts.	"Southern	Night"	is	basically	what	we	have	here,	and	"The	Horror	and	the	Glory",	which	follows	Richard	after	he	moved	to	Chicago	in	1927,	at	the	age	of	nineteen.	At	the	time	of	its	publication	in	1944,	the	Book
of	the	Month	Club	is	a	hugely	influential	marketing	tool,	and	their	board	decides	that	they	don't	want	the	second	section	at	all,	and	in	fact	that	is	what	Richard	Wright	agrees	to.	But	what	difference	does	this	make?	Well,	any	novel	of	this	kind	can	be	seen	as	a	Bildungsroman,	the	story	of	a	youth	and	his	development	to	manhood.	The	point	is	that
manhood	cannot	be	attained	in	that	place	at	that	time.	Richard	needs	a	second	childhood	in	Chicago	in	order	to	attain	that	state	of	autonomous,	thinking	individual	whose	opinion	is	sought	and	valued.	In	Jackson,	even	in	Memphis	(more	urban)	he	is	required	to	remain	a	child	in	order	to	survive.	His	first	venture	into	the	white	world	of	work	illustrates
this	clearly:"'Do	you	want	this	job?'	the	woman	asked.'Yes,	ma'am,'	I	said,	afraid	to	trust	my	own	judgement.'Now,	boy,	I	want	to	ask	you	one	question	and	I	want	you	to	tell	me	the	truth,'	she	said.'Yes,	ma'am,'	I	said,	all	attention.'Do	you	steal?'	she	asked	me	seriously.I	burst	into	a	laugh	and	then	checked	myself.'What's	so	damn	funny	about	that?'	she
asked.'Lady,	if	I	was	a	thief,	I'd	never	tell	anybody.'"	(p	145)Richard	realises	his	mistake	immediately:	he	has	recognized	the	naivety	of	the	question,	has	betrayed	his	shock	at	an	attitude	of	mind	that	will	not	even	allow	him	the	subtlety	of	intellect	to	see	the	possibility	of	telling	a	self-serving	untruth	when	necessary.	He	sees	that	white	people	want	to
keep	him	and	other	black	men	'in	their	place':	and	their	place	is	that	of	a	subservient	child,	or	even	an	animal-like	plaything	for	the	amusement	of	the	whites.	He	has	to	get	out	of	the	South,	not	only	because	his	ego	is	in	danger	of	going	under,	but,	as	is	constantly	brought	home,	he	is	in	mortal	danger.	Lynchings	are	part	of	his	reality.How	does	he
survive,	how	does	he	manage	to	emerge	from	this?	Stories.	First	reading,	initially	escapist	fantasies,	and	then	also	writing.	Then	later,	through	a	subterfuge	with	a	library	ticket,	as	he	is	not	allowed	to	borrow	from	the	library	himself,	he	reads	voraciously,	finding	that	it	was	out	of	'the	emotional	impact	of	imaginative	construction	of	heroic	or	tragic
deeds,	that	I	felt	touching	my	face	a	tinge	of	warmth	from	an	unseen	light;	and	in	my	leaving	I	was	groping	toward	that	invisible	light,	always	trying	to	keep	my	face	so	set	and	turned	that	I	would	not	lose	the	hope	of	its	faint	promise,	using	it	as	my	justification	for	action.'	(p.260-261)	The	aspirational	power	of	literature	is	what	saves	him:	it	offers	him
the	idea	of	another	world,	a	world	that	he,	too,	can	be	part	of.	...more	Editorial:	VINTAGE	DIGITAL	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	that	you	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.	Required	to	remain	quiet	while	his	grandmother	lies	ill	in	bed,	four-year-old	Richard	Wright	becomes	bored	and	begins
playing	with	fire	near	the	curtains,	leading	to	his	accidentally	burning	down	the	family	home	in	Natchez,	Mississippi.	In	fear,	Richard	hides	under	the	burning	house.	His	father,	Nathan,	retrieves	him	from	his	hiding	place.	Then,	his	mother,	Ella,	beats	him	so	severely	that	he	loses	consciousness	and	falls	ill.	Nathan	abandons	the	family	to	live	with
another	woman	while	Richard	and	his	brother,	Alan,	are	still	very	young.	Without	Nathan’s	financial	support,	the	Wrights	fall	into	poverty	and	perpetual	hunger.	Richard	closely	associates	his	family’s	hardship—and	particularly	their	hunger—with	his	father	and	therefore	grows	bitter	toward	him.	For	the	next	few	years,	Ella	struggles	to	raise	her
children	in	Memphis,	Tennessee.	Her	long	hours	of	work	leave	her	little	time	to	supervise	Richard	and	his	brother.	Not	surprisingly,	Richard	gets	into	all	sorts	of	trouble,	spying	on	people	in	outhouses	and	becoming	a	regular	at	the	local	saloon—and	an	alcoholic—by	the	age	of	six.	Ella’s	worsening	health	prevents	her	from	raising	two	children	by
herself	and	often	leaves	her	unable	to	work.	During	these	times,	Richard	does	whatever	odd	jobs	a	child	can	do	to	bring	in	some	money	for	the	family.	School	is	hardly	an	option	for	him.	At	one	point,	the	family’s	troubles	are	so	severe	that	Ella	must	place	her	children	in	an	orphanage	for	a	few	weeks.	Life	improves	when	Ella	moves	to	Elaine,
Arkansas,	to	live	with	her	sister,	Maggie,	and	her	sister’s	husband,	Hoskins.	Hoskins	runs	a	successful	saloon,	so	there	is	always	plenty	of	food	to	eat,	a	condition	that	Richard	greatly	appreciates	but	to	which	he	cannot	accustom	himself.	Soon,	however,	white	jealousy	of	Hoskins’s	business	success	reaches	a	peak,	as	local	white	men	kill	Hoskins	and
threaten	the	rest	of	his	family.	Ella	and	Maggie	flee	with	the	two	boys	to	West	Helena,	Arkansas.	There,	the	two	sisters’	combined	wages	make	life	easier	than	it	had	been	in	Memphis.	After	only	a	short	time,	however,	Maggie	flees	to	Detroit	with	her	lover,	Professor	Matthews,	leaving	Ella	the	sole	support	of	the	family.	Hard	economic	times	return.
Times	become	even	harder	when	a	paralytic	stroke	severely	incapacitates	Ella.	Richard’s	grandmother	brings	Ella,	Richard,	and	Alan	to	her	home	in	Jackson,	Mississippi.	Ella’s	numerous	siblings	convene	in	Jackson	to	decide	how	to	care	for	their	ailing	sister	and	her	two	boys.	The	aunts	and	uncles	decide	that	Alan,	Richard’s	brother,	will	live	with
Maggie	in	Detroit.	Ella	will	remain	at	home	in	Jackson.	Richard,	given	the	freedom	to	choose	which	aunt	or	uncle	to	live	with,	decides	to	take	up	residence	with	Uncle	Clark,	as	Clark	lives	in	Greenwood,	Mississippi,	not	far	from	Jackson.	Soon	after	he	arrives	at	Clark’s	house,	Richard	learns	from	a	neighbor	that	a	young	boy	had	died	years	ago	in	the
same	bedroom	Richard	now	occupies.	Too	terrified	to	sleep,	Richard	successfully	pleads	to	be	returned	to	his	grandmother’s	home.	Back	at	Granny’s,	Richard	once	again	faces	the	familiar	problem	of	hunger.	He	also	faces	a	new	problem:	Granny’s	incredibly	strict	religious	regimen.	Granny,	a	Seventh-Day	Adventist,	sees	her	strong-willed,	dreamy,
and	bookish	grandson	as	terribly	sinful,	and	she	struggles	mightily	to	reform	him.	Another	of	Richard’s	aunts,	Addie,	soon	joins	the	struggle	against	Richard’s	defiance.	Richard’s	obsession	with	reading	and	his	lack	of	interest	in	religion	make	his	home	life	an	endless	conflict.	Granny	forces	him	to	attend	the	religious	school	where	Aunt	Addie	teaches.
One	day	in	class,	Aunt	Addie	beats	Richard	for	eating	walnuts,	though	it	was	actually	the	student	sitting	in	front	of	Richard	who	had	been	eating	the	nuts,	not	Richard.	When	Addie	tries	to	beat	Richard	again	after	school	that	day,	he	fends	her	off	with	a	knife.	Similar	scenes	recur	with	frustrating	frequency	over	the	following	months	and	years.	One
time,	Richard	dodges	one	of	Granny’s	backhand	slaps,	causing	her	to	lose	her	balance	and	injure	herself	in	a	fall	off	the	porch.	Addie	tries	to	beat	Richard	for	this	incident,	but	he	again	fends	her	off	with	a	knife.	Later,	another	of	Richard’s	uncles,	Tom,	comes	to	live	with	the	family.	One	morning,	Tom	asks	Richard	what	time	it	is	and	thinks	Richard
responds	in	a	sassy	manner.	He	tries	to	beat	Richard	for	his	supposed	insolence,	but	the	boy	fends	him	off	with	razor	blades.	Meanwhile,	Richard	picks	his	way	through	school.	He	delights	in	his	studies—particularly	reading	and	writing—despite	a	home	climate	hostile	to	such	pursuits.	To	the	bafflement	and	scorn	of	everyone,	he	writes	and	publishes
in	a	local	black	newspaper	a	story	titled	“The	Voodoo	of	Hell’s	Half-Acre.”	He	graduates	from	the	ninth	grade	as	valedictorian,	giving	his	own	speech	despite	the	insistence	of	his	principal,	friends,	and	family	that	he	give	a	school-sanctioned	speech	to	appease	the	white	audience.	As	Richard	enters	the	adult	working	world	in	Jackson,	he	suffers	many
frightening,	often	violent	encounters	with	racism.	In	the	most	demoralizing	of	these	encounters,	two	white	Southerners,	Pease	and	Reynolds,	run	Richard	off	his	job	at	an	optical	shop,	claiming	that	such	skilled	work	is	not	meant	for	blacks.	Richard	is	upset	because	the	white	Northerner	who	runs	the	company,	Mr.	Crane,	has	hired	Richard	specifically
for	the	purpose	of	teaching	a	black	man	the	optical	trade,	but	then	does	little	to	actually	help	defend	Richard	against	his	racist	employees.	As	his	despair	grows,	Richard	resolves	to	leave	for	the	North	as	soon	as	possible.	He	becomes	willing	to	steal	in	order	to	raise	the	cash	necessary	for	the	trip.	After	swindling	his	boss	at	a	movie	theater,	selling
stolen	fruit	preserves,	and	pawning	a	stolen	gun,	Richard	moves	to	Memphis,	where	the	atmosphere	is	safer	and	where	he	can	make	his	final	preparations	to	move	to	Chicago.	In	Memphis,	Richard	has	the	seeming	good	fortune	of	finding	a	kind,	generous	landlady,	Mrs.	Moss,	who	determines	that	he	must	marry	her	daughter,	Bess.	Richard	does	not
take	to	Bess,	so	his	living	situation	is	awkward	until	Mrs.	Moss	comes	to	terms	with	the	fact	that	her	daughter	will	never	be	Richard’s	wife.	Richard	takes	a	job	at	another	optical	shop,	where	Olin,	a	seemingly	benevolent	white	coworker,	plays	mind	games	with	Richard	and	Harrison,	another	young	black	worker,	in	an	attempt	to	get	them	to	kill	each
other.	These	strategies	culminate	in	a	grotesque	boxing	match	between	Richard	and	Harrison.	Another	white	coworker	in	the	optical	shop,	Falk,	is	genuinely	benevolent	and	lets	Richard	use	his	library	card	to	check	out	books	that	otherwise	would	be	unavailable	to	him.	Richard	begins	reading	obsessively	and	grows	more	determined	to	write.	His
mother,	brother,	and	Maggie	soon	join	him	in	Memphis.	They	all	decide	that	Richard	and	Maggie	will	go	to	Chicago	immediately	and	that	the	other	two	will	follow	in	a	few	months.	In	Chicago,	Richard	continues	to	struggle	with	racism,	segregation,	poverty,	and	with	his	own	need	to	cut	corners	and	lie	to	protect	himself	and	get	ahead.	He	suppresses
his	own	morals,	forcing	himself	to	work	at	a	corrupt	insurance	agency	that	takes	advantage	of	poor	blacks.	He	also	works	in	a	café	and	for	a	couple	of	well-meaning	Jewish	storeowners,	the	Hoffmans,	in	a	whites-only	neighborhood.	Irresponsibly,	Richard	soon	quits	to	try	to	get	a	job	in	the	post	office.	As	the	Great	Depression	forces	him	and	millions	of
others	out	of	work,	Richard	begins	to	find	Communism	appealing,	especially	its	emphasis	on	protecting	the	oppressed.	He	becomes	a	Communist	Party	member	because	he	thinks	that	he	can	help	the	Party	cause	with	his	writing,	finding	the	language	that	can	promote	the	Party’s	cause	to	common	people.	Meanwhile,	Richard	works	various	jobs
through	federal	relief	programs.	When	he	begins	writing	for	leftist	publications,	he	takes	positions	with	federal	theater	companies	and	with	the	Federal	Writers’	Project.	To	his	mounting	dismay,	he	finds	that,	like	any	other	group,	the	Communist	Party	is	beset	with	human	fears	and	foibles	that	constantly	frustrate	its	own	ends.	Richard’s	desire	to
write	biographical	sketches	of	Communists	and	his	tendency	to	criticize	Party	pronouncements	earn	him	distrust,	along	with	the	titles	“intellectual”	and	“Trotskyite.”	After	a	great	deal	of	political	strife	and	slander	that	culminates	in	his	being	physically	assaulted	during	a	May	Day	parade,	Richard	leaves	the	Party.	Unfazed	by	the	failure	of	his	high
hopes,	he	remains	determined	to	make	writing	his	link	to	the	world.
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