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The World Bank stated this in its latest April 2025 Poverty and Equity Brief for Nigeria which was obtained yesterday.It had, earlier last month in its Africas Pulse report, during the recently concluded Spring Meetings of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank in Washington DC, declared that more Nigerians would become poor
over the next five years, citing Nigerias structural economic weaknesses, dependence on oil revenues and national fragility as key barriers to meaningful poverty reduction. The World Bank, in its latest brief for Nigeria, painted a gloomy picture of the state of poverty in the country, following worsening economic hardship and inequality among the
rural dwellers.SPONSOR AD According to the report, while 41.3 per cent of Nigerias urban population lives in poverty; the situation is significantly worse in rural areas where economic stagnation, inflation and insecurity have combined to deepen hardship.It stated, Based on the most recent official household survey data from Nigerias National
Bureau of Statistics, 30.9 per cent of Nigerians lived below the international extreme poverty line of $2.15 per person per day in 2018/19 before the COVID-19 pandemic, the report stated.Nigeria remains spatially unequal. The poverty rate in northern geopolitical zones was 46.5 per cent in 2018/19, compared with 13.5 per cent for southern ones.
Inequality measured by the Gini index was estimated at 35.1 in 2018/19.Nigerias Prosperity Gap the average factor by which individuals incomes must be multiplied to attain a prosperity standard of $25 per day for all is estimated at 10.2, higher than most peers.These figures highlight the stark economic divide across different parts of the country,
which has persisted despite various interventions aimed at inclusive growth.In its analysis of demographic trends, the report found that children aged 0 to 14 years had a poverty rate of 72.5 per cent.Gender disparities were also evident, with 63.9 per cent of females and 63.1 per cent of males classified as poor at the $3.65 per day lower-middle-
income poverty line.Education levels strongly influenced poverty status. Nigerians without any formal education had a poverty rate of 79.5 per cent, those with primary education 61.9 per cent, and those with secondary education 50.0 per cent.Only individuals with tertiary education saw comparatively lower poverty levels at 25.4 per cent.The World
Bank further noted that multidimensional poverty indicators paint a similarly bleak picture.30.9% of Nigerians survive on less than $2.15/dayAccording to the report, about 30.9 per cent of Nigerians survive on less than $2.15 a day, 32.6 per cent do not have access to limited-standard drinking water, 45.1 per cent lack limited-standard sanitation, and
39.4 per cent have no access to electricity.It also noted that 17.6 per cent of adults have not completed primary education, and 9.0 per cent of households have at least one school-aged child who is not enrolled in school.The report said before the COVID-19 pandemic, progress in reducing extreme poverty in Nigeria had nearly stagnated, with the
poverty rate declining by only half a percentage point annually since 2010.It added that urban living standards among the poor showed little improvement, and the availability of productive jobs remained severely limited.Before COVID-19, extreme poverty reduction had almost stagnated, dropping by only half a percentage point annually since 2010.
Living standards of the urban poor are hardly improving, and jobs that would allow households to escape poverty are lacking, the report read.Weak governance, poor fiscal discipline, others behind Nigerias economic declineHe listed fiscal discipline, inconsistent policies, weak governance, weak institutions, lack of bold economic growth policies and
overreliance on oil as key factors behind Nigerias economic decline.Other factors, according to him, are glaring disconnects in macro and fiscal policies to spur high and sustainable growth; extremely poor quality of infrastructure; limited industrial manufacturing; persistent devaluation of the currency that has eroded earning power; and stagflation
with high inflation, slow growth and high unemployment.Adesina drew a striking comparison between Nigeria and South Korea, noting that while South Korea had a lower GDP per capita in 1960, it had since surged to $36,000.He said, To see what Nigeria should be like in 2050, we must compare Nigeria with other developed economies, especially
those that started at lower levels of wealth than Nigeria and are now global economic powerhouses.South Korea in 1960 had a GDP per capita of just $158 which was 10% of the GDP per capita of Nigeria at independence. But its GDP per capita rose $2,482 in 1985 (3 times that of Nigeria), and by 2024 its GDP per capita had risen to $36,132
compared to $842 for Nigeria or 43 times that of Nigeria.High inflation eroding purchasing powerThe World Bank acknowledged recent economic reforms aimed at stabilising the macroeconomy, but warned that high inflation continues to erode purchasing power and deepen poverty, particularly in urban centres where labour incomes have not kept
up with rising prices.Urgent reforms imperativeln response to the deepening crisis, the World Bank recommended urgent reforms to protect vulnerable populations from inflation shocks and boost employment through more productive economic activities.Nigerians worse off than 64 years ago AdesinaThe president of the African Development Bank
(AfDB), Akinwumi Adesina, has declared that Nigerians are worse than they were 64 years ago in terms of per capita income.He stated this weekend in his keynote address at the 20th anniversary dinner of investment firm Chapel Hill Denham, held in Lagos.In the lecture titled, Reimagining Nigeria by 2050, Adesina described Nigerias economic
growth as anemic.What is especially worrying is that Nigeria is retrogressing; as its wealth per capita declined since independence, when it was $1,847.If we are to look into the future 25 years, then lets look back into each of the 25 years since independence. By 1985, 25 years after its independence, Nigerias GDP per capita declined to $868. By
2010, the GDP per capita grew to $2,120, but by 2024, GDP per capita had plummeted to $824, the lowest since independence.So, essentially Nigerians were much better off at independence than they are today, Adesina stated.Nigeria must get seriousThe AfDB president said that Nigeria, in the next 25 years, must therefore power itself to become a
developed country, saying, Anything short is unacceptable.To achieve this, he stated that we must first have a change of mind-set.Nigeria can no longer see underdevelopment as a reality its people must get used to; but determine to put itself on a fast-tracked trajectory for wealth creating growth for its population, he said.Presidency faults AfDB
presidents commentsBayo Onanuga, Special Adviser to the President on Information and Strategy, in a post on his X handle yesterday, said Adesina based his conclusion on figures that do not align with available data.Onanuga said: No objective observer can claim that Nigeria has not made progress since 1960. Today, as we await the NBSs
recalibration of our GDP, we can comfortably say without contradiction that it is at least 50 times, if not 100 times, more than it was at Independence.He said Adesina spoke like a politician, in the mould of Peter Obi and did not do due diligence before making his unverifiable statement.Onanuga said The quoted figures are not correct.Our countrys
GDP was $4.2 billion in 1960, and per capita income for a population of 44.9 million was $93, not even one hundred dollars.Our countrys GDP did not rise remarkably until the 1970s, when crude earnings ballooned. In 1970, our GDP rose to $12.55 billion. In 1975, it was $27.7 billion, $64.2 billion in 1980, and $164 billion in 1981. Up until 1980, per
capita income did not exceed $880. It rose to $2187 in 1981 and dropped to $1844 in 1982. In 2014, after rebasing, it reached an all-time high of $3,200.These facts raise questions about the source of Dr Adesinas figures.Adesina should know that GDP per capita is not the only criterion used to determine whether people live better lives now than in
the past. Indeed, it is a poor tool for assessing living standards.Its primary usefulness is in giving us the metrics to compare economic output in a country or between countries.GDP per capita is silent on whether Nigerians in 2025 enjoy better access to healthcare, education, and transportation, such as rail and air transport, than in 1960.This premise
alone suggests why Dr Adesina should not have arrived at his conclusion. Compared with 1960, Nigeria today has more primary, secondary, and tertiary schools. We have more road networks and more medical facilities, private and public. We have phenomenal access to telephones. At Independence, we had 18,724 operational phone lines for a
population of about 45 million. Over 200 million Nigerians now enjoy near-universal access to mobile phones and digital services, indicating we are better off today than 65 years ago.In our country, policymakers know that whatever GDP figure NBS publishes may not capture our economys full depth and breadth if it fails to include the informal
economy, which some pundits have said may even be more significant than the formal economy. This underscores why Dr. Adesina should have considered all aspects of our economy before concluding.Government should address naira devaluationHe stated further that naira devaluation and exchange rate problems should be addressed to support the
manufacturers whom he said are suffering.Let our manufacturers get it a bit easy to produce so that if they dont employ more people, at least they can retain those that have been employed, he added.According to him, the moment there is poverty, there will never be peace. The World Bank is right and you know they dont rely on the National Bureau
of Statistics, they come and get their own data by themselves. So their data is a bit more reliable than our own, he said.Action Aid blames systemic corruptionSpeaking to Daily Trust on the World Banks remarks on the poverty rate in rural Nigeria, the Country Director of ActionAid Nigeria (AAN), Mr Andrew Mamedu, said lack of transparency in
government activities and systemic corruption largely contribute to the poverty in the country.He said that the World Banks report was not anything new as the organisation had always raise the alarm on the situation.He alleged that successive government had failed in their promises to tackle poverty in Nigeria.When President Boa Tinubu came, his
first two polices on fuel subsidy removal and floatation of naira, massively and negatively impacted on Nigerians, especially at the grassroots, which make high proportions of Nigerians poorer.Nigeria is a heavily importing economy, the governments actions also make Nigerians import inflation, Mamedu stated.People are still getting poorer and
government response was to rebase the economy through rebasing the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and Consumer Price Index (CPI), when the reality on ground for everyone to see is the poverty across the country.It is unfortunate that some few individuals and the banks are getting richer, declaring trillions of naira in profits, amidst the majority
getting poorer, Mamedu said.Suggesting the way forward, the AAN boss said that social protection, stable and affordable power supply and other incentives to help the MSMEs would go a long way to ameliorate the situation and reduce the poverty rate in the country.Nigerians are hardworking, all that is needed is for the government to making the
enabling environment available and things would be better, Mamedu said.FG mum on poverty rateDaily Trust tried to no avail to get a reaction from the Federal Ministry of Finance to the World Banks remark on the rate of poverty in rural Nigeria.The Director Press at the ministry, Mr Mohammed Manga, neither answered several calls nor replied to
a text message sent to his mobile telephone line.Finance ministers earlier commentThe Minister of Finance and Coordinating Minister of the Economy, Wale Edun, had recently, said the country must achieve sustained GDP growth of about 7% if it hopes to meaningfully reduce poverty and improve the living standards of its citizens.Edun was last
month responding to a question at a press briefing following the conclusion of the 2024 IMF and World Bank Spring Meetings held in Washington, D.C.He had noted that although Nigerias economy was growing at an average of 3.4% in 2024, with the most recent quarterly figure recorded at 3.84%, this level of growth is insufficient to lift millions of
Nigerians out of poverty.The way-outAdesina highlighted five points to be considered as including universal access to electricity, rapid industrialisation, building a science and innovation-driven country and becoming a globally competitive global powerhouse in agriculture.According to him, Without reliable power, Nigerias economy will be locked in a
never ending slow growth trajectory, without transformation.Access to electricity will power industries, drive down the cost of running businesses, and allow the powering of artificial intelligence, data centers, which are essential to rapidly grow the digital economy, he said.He advised that the Mission 300 launched by the AfDB and the World Bank,
which seeks to connect 300 million people to electricity by 2030, should be tapped into by Nigeria to accelerate its electrification.Nigeria must build world-class infrastructure, from highways, to railways, speed trains, airports, seaports, digital and telecoms, and health, water and sanitation. The development of infrastructure should be done via
making the country attractive for investors to get market rate of returns from investing in infrastructure.It will also allow Nigeria to compete in the Africa Continental Free Trade Area, Adesina stated.He also noted that the agricultural sector is critical to diversifying the economy and growing exports.He said, At the core of this is the development of
the Special Agro-industrial Processing Zones, which will attract the private sector food and agribusinesses to locate close to high potential zones of food and agricultural production.The African Development Bank and its partners (Islamic Development Bank and the International Fund for Agricultural Development) are currently supporting with $512
million the development of these zones in eight States of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory.Situation threat to Nigerias stability EconomistIn a chat with Daily Trust yesterday, a professor of Economics, Garba Sheka, agreed with the World Bank, saying Nigeria had every reason to be worried about rising poverty which could worsen
insecurity.He stated that the rising poverty also poses a threat to the peace and stability of Nigeria.According to him, the growing inflationary pressure is pushing many people to the precipice and called for drastic measures on the part of the government to reverse the trend.According to him, the government is also not doing enough to curb
unemployment.He said giving handouts to people in the name of empowerment cannot tackle poverty as such interventions are temporary.Sheka said, Actually there are so many reasons for us to be worried about rising poverty.Lawyers in Bayelsa have boycotted all the courts in the state in solidarity with last weekends abduction of the Bayelsa State
High Court judge, Justice E. G. Umukoro, by unknown gunmen suspected to be kidnappers.Justice Umukoro, who is a presiding judge of High Court 7 sitting in Yenagoa, was abducted at gunpoint around 7:30pm while trying to exit the premises of a popular eatery, where he drove himself to buy bread. Some eyewitnesses in the area told Daily Trust
that the gunmen wearing black uniforms, first approached the judge, demanded he should come down from his car and meet their oga inside the parked Hilux. When he refused, they shot at him but missed, before they dragged him into their car.SPONSOR AD The chairman of the Yenagoa branch of the Nigerian Bar Association (NBA), Somina
Johnbull, Esq, who had earlier on Monday led some lawyers in the state to meet the Commissioner of Police, Mr Francis Idu, called for urgent and decisive action in ensuring the timely release of the judge.He said: The Nigerian Bar Association, Yenagoa Branch, condemns in the strongest terms the abduction of Hon. Justice E.G. Omukoro, a serving
judge of the High Court of Bayelsa State. This act is not only an assault on the person of His Lordship but also a grave threat to the independence of the judiciary and the rule of law.In response, there shall be a symbolic boycott of all courts within Bayelsa State from today, 23rd June, 2025. This is a solemn and significant moment for us to stand
united, not just as lawyers, but as defenders of justice. An injury to one is an injury to all.Let the Bar speak with one voice. Let the nation know that the judiciary is not alone, he said.CCTV cameras caught abductors of Bayelsa judge Gov DiriBayelsa State governor, Senator Douye Diri, has directed security commanders in the state to ensure that
Justice Ebieyerin Omukoro, that was abducted by armed men on Saturday in Yenagoa, is released without harm, saying that the kidnappers were caught on CCTV cameras and that investigation would unravel their identity.Governor Diri disclosed this on Monday in Sagbama town during his ongoing local government thank-you tour to Saghama Local
Government Area.He also warned criminal elements and their sponsors to retrace their steps as there was no hiding place for them following the state governments investment in closed circuit television cameras and other security gadgets.Some recent landmark judgements delivered By Justice E. G. UmukoroJustice Umukoro, described by many in
the state as activist judge due to his several advocacies during his tenure as the Chairman of NBA, Yenagoa Branch, has delivered judgements on several high profile cases in the state.On Friday, June 13, 2025, he sacked Bayelsa State Waterboard Authority from the land they unlawfully acquired from a family in Okaka community in Yenagoa Local
Government Area to build their offices.Justice Umukoro also ordered members of Fankien compound of Okaka Epie community in Yenagoa Local Government Area of the state who sued as claimants, to take immediate possession of all that parcel of land being occupied by the Waterboard Authority.Also in 2021, he sentenced a man to 10 years
imprisonment for raping and murdering a 5-year-old at Akede community of Sagbama Local Government Area of the state in 2016.He has also previously presided over several election disputes in the state.Already, police authorities in Bayelsa State have said they have well formatted crime-mapping sketches aiding law enforcement agencies in the
rescue efforts of the kidnapped judge.Commissioner of Police, Mr Francis Idu, in a statement he personally signed, said the state police command is fussing efforts with other security agencies and reviewing video clips, with other digital footage, related to the event.In his first two years in office, President Bola Ahmed Tinubu has shown a sustained
commitment to addressing Nigerias complex security challengesestablishing new security structures and increasing budgetary allocations to the sector, among other measures. Yet, amid a rising tide of violent crimes nationwide, the country has yet to reach a level of security that supports its broader development goals. This article assesses the
presidents mid-term performance on security and outlines strategies to translate his commitments into concrete improvements in national security and public safety.Inaugurated on May 29, 2023, President Bola Ahmed Tinubu inherited a nation grappling with a multifaceted and deeply entrenched security crisis. In the years preceding his tenure,
Nigeria witnessed escalating insecurity that posed serious threats to national stability, governance, and socio-economic development. Terrorismprimarily orchestrated by Jamat Ahl as-Sunnah lid-Dawah wal-Jihd (JAS) and the Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP)continued to ravage the Northeast. Banditry and kidnapping for ransom had
become rampant, particularly in the northwestern and north-central states of Zamfara, Kaduna, Katsina, Sokoto, and Niger. Several Northcentral states also experienced an intensification of the protracted farmer-herder conflicts, compounded by rising banditry. Separatist agitations led by the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) and its armed wing,
the Eastern Security Networkas well as opportunistic violence by so-called unknown gunmenfurther fuelled instability in the Southeast. Meanwhile, urban centres such as Abuja, Lagos, and Calabar reported high incidences of violent crime.SPONSOR AD This complex and deteriorating security landscape formed the critical backdrop against which the
Tinubu administrations Renewed Hope Agenda would be tested. The agenda promised a decisive overhaul. At mid-term, however, the question remains: has this strategy brought real and sustained improvements? Highs and lows of ECOWAS @50 Rivers returning to normalitySecurity sector governance and reformThe administration significantly
increased the national defence allocation from N1.25 trillion in 2023 to N3.25 trillion in 2024a 160% riseand further to N4.91 trillion in 2025. This was aimed at addressing chronic underfunding and outdated equipment. These allocations were bolstered by harmonised salary increases for security personnel and expanded annual recruitment drives,
such as increasing the Nigeria Police recruitment quota from 10,000 to 30,000.Beyond funding and personnel, the administration has focused on structural reform and improved coordination. Efforts have been made to foster inter-agency cooperation among the military, State Security Service, police, and civil defence corps, with directives issued for
intelligence-sharing and harmonised operations. Technology has been embraced to enhance intelligence gathering and operational effectivenessevidenced by the establishment of a National Digital Forensic Laboratory and the deployment of digital surveillance tools. Discussions around constitutional amendments for state police and the creation of a
regulatory body for small arms and light weapons also point to a broader reform agenda.Nonetheless, the administrations performance in security sector governance is not without shortcomings. A major concern is the continued lack of clear delineation of strategic, tactical, and operational roles among security sector ministries, departments and
agencies (MDAs). There has also been a failure to regularly convene National Security Council meetings, a vital forum for high-level policy coordination and strategic decision-making. Compounding these issues is the non-review of key national security instrumentsincluding the National Defence Policy, National Security Strategy, National Counter-
Terrorism Strategy, and the Policy Framework for Countering Violent Extremismwhich remain outdated despite rapidly evolving threats.Another persistent weakness is the lack of robust accountability mechanisms. While some leadership changes have occurred, there remains no clearly defined or consistently applied process for holding security
leaders accountable for operational failures or security lapses. This accountability gap raises questions about the long-term sustainability and effectiveness of the reforms under way.securityBorder managementPresident Tinubus administration has made significant strides in enhancing border security by leveraging technology and inter-agency
collaboration. A notable achievement is the e-border surveillance system launched on December 10, 2024, at the Bola Ahmed Tinubu Technology Innovation Complex. This system, operated by 250 highly trained personnel from the Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS) on 24-hour shifts, integrates data from INTERPOL and various Nigerian security
agencies to identify and intercept persons of interest, aiming to combat irregular migration. Furthermore, the administration has increased national defence allocations and invested in advanced equipment, including drones, to improve border mapping and operational efficiency.Despite these efforts, Nigerias borders remain highly porous, with
reports indicating over 1,400 illegal routes into the country, vastly outnumbering the 84 approved border control posts along Nigerias 4,047 km land border. This permeability continues to facilitate criminal activities like banditry, terrorism, and smuggling. While the Nigeria Customs Service (NCS) has reported a significant surge in revenue, partly
attributed to technological deployment and tightened enforcement, the scale of illicit activities highlights the need for sustained and comprehensive measures to secure the nations frontiers and address the deeply entrenched issues of corruption and logistical challenges. In early May 2025, the Minister of Defence and the Chief of Army Staff
attributed the resurgence of terror attacks in mainly the northeast of Nigeria to porous borders.CybersecurityRecognising the growing digital threats to national security, the Tinubu administration has placed increasing emphasis on cybersecurity. At mid-term, its approach reflects a mix of legislativereform, institutional strengthening, and strategic
actionthough challenges remain significant.A central achievement is the enactment of the Cybercrime (Prohibition, Prevention, etc.) Act (Amendment) 2024, which updated the 2015 law. The amendment introduces stiffer penalties, clarifies legal definitions, and facilitates international cooperation in cybercrime investigations. It also supports the
operations of the newly established National Cyber Security Council.The Office of the National Security Adviser (ONSA) has led efforts to coordinate national cybersecurity strategy, including the implementation of the National Cybersecurity Policy and Strategy (NCPS). Regulatory agencies such as the Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC)
and the National Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA) are also playing critical roles. The National Digital Forensic Laboratory, operational under this framework, has enhanced the capacity of law enforcement and the military to investigate and prosecute cybercrimes.Capacity building has been a key focus, with training programmes
rolled out for cybersecurity professionals and law enforcement personnel in areas such as digital forensics and incident response. Public awareness campaigns have also been launched to improve digital hygiene and reduce vulnerability among internet users. Notably, the administration has taken firm action against cyber-enabled financial crimes. A
prominent case involved cryptocurrency platform Binance, whose operations reportedly facilitated economic sabotage worth billions and led to the freezing of several accounts linked to terrorism and separatist networks.Despite these gains, Nigerias cybersecurity environment remains volatile. In 2024 alone, reported cases of cyber-related financial
fraud surged by 45%, resulting in estimated losses exceeding N150 billion (about $180 million). High-profile incidents included the defacement of the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) website and a breach at fintech giant Flutterwave, which led to unauthorised transfers totalling roughly N11 billion (around $7 million).Digital illiteracy among large
segments of the population continues to make individuals easy targets for cybercriminals. Furthermore, law enforcement agencies face resource and skill gaps that undermine the effective enforcement of existing cybersecurity laws. Civil society organisations have also voiced concern over the potential misuse of the Cybercrime Act, especially its
application against journalists and activistsraising broader questions about the balance between national security and civil liberties.The dynamic nature of cyber threats demands continuous policy adaptation and sustained investment. Meeting this challenge will require not just infrastructure and legislation, but also institutional resilience and public
trust.Has there been a reduction in terrorism, banditry, and kidnappings?Recent remarks by the Ministers of Defence, the National Security Adviser, and the Chief of Defence Staff in April and May 2025 suggest that over 3,496 insurgents were reportedly killed, and more than 121,000 terrorists and their family members surrendered in the Northeast.
Nationwide, security agencies claim to have arrested over 30,000 suspects. From January 1 to December 31, 2024, Nigerian military forces reported killing 10,937 terrorists, capturing 12,538 suspects, and rescuing 7,063 hostages.Beacon Security and Intelligence Limited, in a comparative analysis of the last two years of former President
Muhammadu Buharis administration and the current Tinubu administration, reported 18,572 deaths, 9,795 abductions, and 8,483 violent incidents between July 2021 and May 2023. In comparison, from June 2023 to April 2025, the firm recorded 17,617 fatalities, 16,462 abductions, and 15,437 violent incidents. This indicates that while the Tinubu
administration has reduced fatalities, incidents of abduction and violent attacks have increased.The National Bureau of Statistics Crime Experience and Security Perception Survey (CESPS) for 2024 painted a similarly alarming picture. Published on 17 December 2024, the report offered a granularalbeit contestedview of crime experiences and public
perceptions of safety between May 2023 and April 2024. It underscored Nigerias pervasive insecurity, the economic cost of criminality, and the deepening erosion of public trust in law enforcement.One of the most disturbing findings in CESPS 2024 was the reported rise in kidnappings and ransom payments. The survey estimated 2.2 million
kidnapping incidents during the period, with total ransoms paid amounting to approximately N2.2 trillion. This translates to an average ransom of N2.67 million per incident, with 65% of affected households reportedly paying to secure the release of loved ones. If accurate, these figures reveal a country where kidnapping has become a systemic,
economically devastating industry.The discrepancies between operational claims and on-the-ground realities underscore a troubling truth: despite tactical gains, a substantial and sustained reduction in overall insecurity remains elusive.Effort to decentralise securityTwo policy proposals central to the Tinubu administrations security reform agendathe
creation of state police and the implementation of local government autonomyremain unrealised. Both would significantly decentralise Nigerias highly centralised security framework.In the absence of such reforms, insecurity continues to deteriorate in many states. In April 2025, governors from both the ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) and the
opposition Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) publicly expressed grave concerns over the worsening security situation. Governor Babagana Zulum of Borno State (APC) lamented the resurgence of insurgent attacks, stating that the state was losing ground to daily kidnappings and violence. Similarly, Governor Caleb Mutfwang of Plateau State (PDP)
described the violence in his state as a systematic and premeditated campaign to displace communities. He issued a public apology to affected families, admitting government failure to protect lives.Governor Hyacinth Alia of Benue State (APC) echoed their concerns, declaring that his state was under relentless siege from terrorists and armed
militias, many of whom he claimed were non-Nigerians. He pleaded for emergency federal support to repel these invaders. The bipartisan consensus among governorsregardless of political affiliationillustrates the national scope and severity of the security crisis.In a recent interview with Channels Television, Daniel Bwala, Special Adviser to the
President on Policy Communication, criticised state governors for what he described as a lack of commitment to addressing security challenges. Bwala alleged that despite receiving monthly security votes ranging from N1 billion to N3 billion, some governors allocated as little as N20 million to key federal security agencies such as the police, SSS,
and the army for operational costs. He argued that directing even N1 billion of these funds towards purchasing drones and surveillance equipment could transform security operations at the state level.Bwalas critique aligns with President Tinubus repeated calls for greater state-level collaboration. The president has emphasised that national security
is a shared responsibility, urging governors to work closely with security chiefs and local communities. He has directed federal security agencies to deepen engagement with state and grassroots leaders, noting that some of these problems are community-related and that sub-national actors must play a more proactive role in promoting peace and
stability.On 12 May 2025, in a coordinated initiative with state governors, President Tinubu ordered the recruitment of over 129,000 armed operatives to protect Nigerias 1,129 forest reserves. Each state is expected to recruit between 2,000 and 5,000 forest guards, who will be supervised by the Office of the National Security Adviser and the
Ministry of Environment. If effectively implemented, this initiative could begin to reclaim Nigerias vast, largely ungoverned forested areasnow strongholds for various non-state armed groups.Way forwardThe path to sustainable national security lies in addressing the underlying drivers of insecurity. Efforts in poverty alleviation, youth employment,
and rural development are crucial to reducing the population of those vulnerable to recruitment by violent and criminal groups. Tackling perennial farmer-herder conflicts through structured dialogue and modern land management, combined with support for victims and rehabilitation of surrendered fighters, will help foster peace and social
cohesion.While President Tinubus administration has demonstrated a measure of commitment, achieving Nigerias national security goals within the remaining tenure requires a recalibrated strategy. This includes transparent governance, decentralised but coordinated security frameworks, fortified borders, adaptive cybersecurity protocols, and
urgent action on socio-economic inequalities.Only through such a holistic and resolute approach can Nigeria shift from aspirational rhetoric to enduring security and national stability.Dr Kabir Adamu is a security risk management and intelligence expert. He is the founder and CEO of Beacon Security and Intelligence Ltd. He contributed this piece
exclusively for this special edition.At least 23 persons have reportedly been killed in a series of coordinated attacks across four LGAs of Benue State.Our correspondent reports that the affected LGAs are: Guma, Logo, Ukum and Kwande. Residents told our correspondent that the latest wave of attacks over the weekend has forced many to flee their
communities, as the attacks have become an almost daily occurrence.SPONSOR AD As of May 10, 2025, the killing of 23 people in fresh attacks across the four LGAs brings the total number of people killed recently in the state by armed attackers to 159, within 40 days.Witnesses said nine people were killed in Logo LGA, eight in Ukum, while Guma
and Kwande LGAs each recorded three deaths, bringing the total to 23 fatalities.Speaking to journalists in Makurdi, Dr Ray Anumve, an indigene of Kwande LGA, said the attacks in his locality were perpetrated by armed herdsmen and suspected Jukun militants who stormed several communities in the Turan area on Friday, May 9, 2025.Coordinated
brutal attacks were carried out by armed herdsmen and suspected Jukun-speaking assailants across multiple locations in Turan, Kwande LGA, resulting in deaths, injuries and displacement, Anumve said.The attackers spoke both Fulfulde and Jukun languages, he added.He specifically mentioned that the Mbaav Clan in Mbadura Council Ward, near
the Tse Yande compound and Gusa crossing by River Katsina-Ala, came under attack as the assailants crossed the river and ambushed farmers returning from their fields.Anumve further explained that one of the victims, a farmer identified as Agwei, was killed on the spot while his brother and son sustained serious injuries and are currently receiving
treatment at a clinic in Jato-Aka.The indigene, who is the founder of the Dr. Ray Anumve Foundation, also disclosed that the attackers struck Anwase in the Mkomon area, Mbaikyor Council Ward, where one Iortsor was killed.He added that in a separate incident at Waya in Yaav Council Ward, a motorcycle rider was shot in the stomach, and that he is
currently receiving medical attention at a clinic in Jato-Aka.He said that the affected areas have been under frequent assault, with armed invaders reportedly seizing motorcycles from local riders.He said an earlier attack on the Ikurav-Ya clan, at Tyuav and Usambe Sha Hua in Liev I Ward, left multiple people dead and properties destroyed.Anumve
noted that casualty figures and the extent of property damage are still being compiled by locals and community leaders.In Ukum LGA, a separate source confirmed that nine persons from the same family had been declared dead, but noted that more bodies were being discovered in the bush following attacks attributed to armed herdsmen.The Ukum
attack reportedly occurred on the morning of Saturday, May 10, 2025, in Jootar town.Those Killed in the Jootar attack were identified as Jonathan Ordooga, Aondogu Torse, Cheater Torse, Yagba Torse, Tersugh Mbaaiiga, Terhemen Emmanuel, Henenshima Apirgwa, and Orfega Atuku.Meanwhile, locals said tension has mounted in Guma LGA, where
residents fear an impending attack.A youth identified as Paul told journalists that militias suspected to be armed herdsmen have allegedly mobilised from hideouts in a neighbouring state, with plans to invade the Yelewata community in Nyiev Council Ward.Paul said the tension escalated after a youth from the community was attacked with a machete
on May 8, and that he is currently receiving treatment at a hospital in Makurdi.Yelewata is a border town between Guma LGA in Benue State and Giza Development Area of Nasarawa State.A resident of Guma, who spoke under the condition of anonymity due to fear of reprisal, also confirmed that the LGA has been under attacks almost daily.He said
on May 9, three persons were killed in Ukpiam, Mababai Council Ward, while Umenger in Mbadwem Council Ward was attacked the following day.However, he noted that reports on casualties from the Umenger incident were yet to be confirmed, just as a woman identified as Helen Nenge from Mbawa Mbanyiar kindred was also attacked on Friday at
4pm, wounded, and the sum of N6,000 collected from her.Benues State Commissioner for Information, Matthew Abo, an indigene of Ukum, confirmed to journalists in Makurdi that eight farmers were killed on Saturday morning in his home LGA while on their way to the farm.Abo, however, could not ascertain those responsible for the latest killing as,
according to him, apart from armed invasions, there had also been communal crisis in Jootar between the Tiv and Jukun.Police spokeswoman for Benue command, CSP Catherine Anene, in a phone conversation with our correspondent on Sunday, confirmed only the Logo LGA attack, which she said was repelled by security operatives.There are no
attacks anywhere. I can confirm that of Ayilamo in Logo LGA, where I got reports of two local security officers shot by the attackers. A combined security force on the ground in the area had responded to a distress call to ward off the attackers who came to attack the people, but as they were running away, they shot those two local security personnel
who were stationed elsewhere.They responded swiftly and repelled the attackers, so Ayilamos case is confirmed, and police are on the ground. That of Jootar in Ukum LGA happened somewhere in Taraba; some indigenes of Benue were attacked in Taraba, and the corpses were brought to Jootar. We dont have the details yet, Anene
explained.MACBAN denies involvement in Benue killingsThe Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders Association of Nigeria (MACBAN) has distanced its members from the ongoing killings in Benue State, stating that they have no involvement in the violence.In an interview with our correspondent, the Benue State Chairman of MACBAN, Mohammed Risku, said
the association and its members have no hand in the recent attacks, adding that Fulani herders themselves have become targets, particularly by the Benue State-owned security outfit, the Civil Protection Guards.Today (Sunday), I received a report from the Ogobia-Ugboju area in Otukpo that some Fulani were attacked. Two of our boys are missing,
and one Fulani youth was confirmed killed.I have reported the incident to the Chief of Ugboju, the Otukpo Local Government Chairman, and all relevant security agencies, Risku said.He further claimed that the attack was not carried out by local youths from Ogobia or Otukpo, but by operatives of the states security outfit.Timeline of recent attacks in
BenueThe latest killings bring the total death toll in the state since April 1 May 6 to 134, with attacks reported in multiple LGAs including Gwer East, Guma, Sankera axis (Katsina-Ala, Logo, Ukum), Otukpo, Gwer West, Kwande, Apa and Makurdi.So far, in the 10 LGAs where attacks have been recorded from Thursday, April 17 to Monday, April 21, the
Sankera axis comprising Katsina-Ala, Logo and Ukum local government areas had the highest number of fatalities, with a total of 83 people killed in a series of attacks over five days.On Tuesday, April 15, gunmen attacked Otobi-Akpa community in Otukpo LGA, killing 13 people. A separate attack on a passenger bus on Friday, April 4, also in Otukpo,
resulted in three additional deaths, bringing the total death toll in that local government to 16.0n Wednesday, April 9, three people were killed in an attack on the Mbasombo community in Gwer East LGA.Gwer West LGA suffered two separate attacks in April. The first occurred on April 9, claiming two lives, while the second, on Thursday, April 24,
left seven people dead, making a total of nine deaths in the area.On Tuesday, April 22, two people were killed in Guma LGA, while on Friday, April 25, five people were killed in Kwande LGA and one in Makurdi LGA, totalling six deaths that day.Similarly, on Monday, April 28, another person was killed in a separate attack in Guma LGA, while on
Thursday, May 1, four people were killed in Akpete community of Apa LGA and on Friday, May 2, an internally displaced person (IDP) who went hunting was killed in Gwer West LGA.On Sunday, May 4, two passengers were killed and four others abducted when gunmen attacked a commercial vehicle along the Adoka-Otukpo highway in Otukpo
LGA.On Tuesday, May 6, seven people, including a chieftain of the All Progressives Congress (APC), were killed in separate attacks. Four were killed in the Mbatsada communities of Mbalom and Mbasombo council wards in Gwer East LGA, while three others were Kkilled in Tse Gever Nasemya community of Makurdi LGA.On Wednesday 7, May, 2025,
two people -The district Head of Odugbeho in Agatu LGA, HRH Chief Adejo Anthony Denison and an APC youth leader from Apa LGA, Comrade Jerry Jeremiah, were reportedly killed on by armed invaders while working on their farms along Otukpo-Otobi-Akpa road in Otukpo LGA.A retired Department of State Services (DSS) officer, Orgem Angulum,
has called on communities to step up local security efforts to prevent further killings and safeguard agricultural productivity.The communities should provide frontline defence by strengthening their vigilante groups, Angulum said. Click Here To Listen To Trust Radio Live Click Here To Listen To Trust Radio Live The Senate Tuesday extended the
implementation timeline of the capital component of the 2024 budget to December 31, 2025.1t did this during the plenary, following an appropriation bill requesting its amendment and extension. Deputy Senate President Barau Jibrin announced the extension of the appropriation bill after it was read for the first, second and third times on the same
day and supported by most of the senators.SPONSOR AD The bill was also considered at the Senate Committee on Supply.This is the second time the Senate is extending the capital implementation phase of the 2024 budget.The earlier extension followed a request from President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, who in December 2024, wrote to the National
Assembly seeking approval to shift the capital expenditure implementation deadline from 31 December 2024 to 30 June 2025.The presidents justification at the time was to enable the executive arm to complete ongoing capital projects and optimise budgetary allocations.The chairman of the Senate Committee on Appropriation, Olamilekan Adeola
(APC, Ogun West), led the debate on the fresh extension of the budget at plenary yesterday.Adeola explained that the extension was required to allow the federal government to complete ongoing projects captured in the budgets.Adeola urged his colleagues to support the extension of the budget in order to avoid abandoned projects of the federal
government in different parts of the country.Also yesterday, the House of Representatives passed for second reading, a bill seeking to extend the implementation of the capital component of the 2024 approved budget from June 30 to December 31, 2025.The bill which was presented to the House by the Deputy Majority Leader, Ibrahim Abdullahi
Halims, was titled: A Bill for an Act to Amend the 2024 Appropriation Act to Further Extend the Capital Components of the Act From 30th June 2025 to 31st December, 2025 and for Related Matters (HB.2404)Speaker Abbas Tajudeen said the extension of the budget was necessary because the implementation of the 2024 had not been substantially
done.The bill was passed for second reading after a voice vote and referred to the Committee on Supply for further legislative actions.Two budgets running concurrentlyWith the new deadline of 31 December 2025, Nigeria is now running two budgets (2024 and 2025) within a single fiscal year.When the 2024 budget was extended in December last
year, critics had described it as a reflection of weak execution capacity of Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs); who those who supported the extension had said it would ensure value for money and completion of critical infrastructure projects that otherwise would have been abandoned.Timeline of budget extensions under Tinubus
administrationSince assuming office in May 2023, President Tinubu has, on several occasions, asked the National Assembly to extend the lifespan of budgets to allow full implementation, especially the capital components.The first extension came at the end of 2023. Faced with under-implementation of the capital components of the 2023
Appropriation Act and the N2.17 trillion supplementary budget passed in the third quarter of that year, President Tinubu formally requested the National Assembly to extend the spending deadline. The National Assembly swiftly obliged, pushing the implementation period to March 31, 2024.This extension, the executive had explained, was aimed at
ensuring that funds already released could be effectively utilised and key infrastructure projects completed.As the March deadline approached, the executive again cited delays in procurement and project execution as reasons for requesting more time. In March 2024, the legislature approved a second extension, giving the government till June 30,
2024 to fully implement the 2023 budget and supplementary appropriations.In June 2024, just days before the expiration of the revised deadline, President Tinubu sought a fresh request for more time.The National Assembly granted the third extension, extending the implementation of the 2023 capital budget and supplementary spending to
December 31, 2024.While presenting the 2025 Appropriation Bill, the Tinubu administration also requested an extension for the implementation of the 2024 budget, particularly its capital components. In December 2024, the National Assembly approved this request, extending the implementation to June 30, 2025.The parliament had said that was
aimed at enabling the MDAs to complete ongoing projects without disrupting fiscal continuity.Experts, CSOs speakExperts, who spoke to Daily Trust, expressed different views on the persistent extensions of national budgets, with some supporting it and others cautioning.According to Professor Garuba Sheka, an economist, there is nothing wrong in
extending the implementation of the budget but such instances must be reduced to the barest minimum to reduce corruption and diversion of funds.He emphasised the need for fiscal discipline in the implementation timelines of national budgets.I think Buhari (former President Buhari) was able to achieve that; he started implementation in January
and closed by December and then the budget that was submitted much early before the end of December and it would be approved.Its good to push it a little bit because sometimes, if you look at it critically, all these things that we are debating you find that at the end of the year, they may not implement 30% of it, and then, they would announce
another one. There is no point in announcing figures that you cannot implement; it is better if they can actually have enough time.So I see that it doesnt make any difference, In fact its even better because if last budget is not up to 50% (implementation) and they just shelve it and continue with other things, I think there is contradiction and there will
be a lot of problems; a lot of projects that might not be completed , it may not even be in this years budget.For instance, what was appropriated in the N53 trillion of this year, if up to next year February or January they are not able to implement up to 50 % and they decide that they should implement New Years budget, then you find that a lot of
projects may not have been executed. At the end of the day we will be in limbo.Its a form of good intention that they want to meet up with all the obligations and promises of the last years budget.The economist, however, warned that the practice is prone to corruption and insertion of unnecessary projects.If everything is planned appropriately then
you may not even have any chance of hiding or inserting something that has not been planned earlier.Implementation is the most important, if you are not able to implement it properly its just a waste of time and resources. So the heads of all these MDAs know fully well that most of them are going to defend the budget.So after defending and all the
figures approved and probably they have not been given the financial backing by the government, they may connive at the end of the day either with officials in the finance ministry or whatever to get themselves out of the situation.Senior Partner at SPM Professionals, Dr Paul Alaje, said the extension of capital budget implementation to December
2025 means that the federal government may likely borrow to fund the capital projectsHe said: The critical question to ask is that if the extension of the budget is for projects that have been executed, or the ones yet to be executed.This is critical because we dont have revenue to fund the extension of the 2024 budget cycle which ought to have been
closed by now. Even the 2025 budget, we have borrowed more than we have ever done just to fund it so the most likely way out is more borrowing to fund the extension which is not good.It means we are running 2024 and 2025 budgets concurrently owing to the fact that by December 2025, the president is supposed to submit 2026 budget, he
said.He advised the government to always exhaust budget cycles before presenting fresh ones.We have also said that if, for instance, 2024 budget wasnt concluded, wait until the New Year before presenting 2025 budget, but instead, this scenario we have two budgets with no funding for implementation, he said.He said implementing 2024 and 2025
capital budgets concurrently would mean more liquidity for the government which is not also good in terms of inflation.Another economist, Dr Marcel Okeke, described the extension as arbitrary, saying It is improper to drag the budget of last year to this year. It is causing a lot of distortions in the economy.The conditions under which the budget was
made last year are no longer the condition that exists this year. So, it is improper to drag the budget of last year to this year. For instance, the assumptions of oil production and prices and exchange rate, inflation and all that on which the budget of last year was made are no longer the same thing today.The Network for the Actualization of Social
Growth and Viable Development (NEFGAD), in a statement by its Country Head, Akingunola Omoniyi, described as a dangerous trend of encouraging fiscal indiscipline through the repeated extension of national budgets.The statement read in part: The National Assemblys oversight responsibility on public finance is being badly compromised. National
budgets, by design and as enshrined in the Constitution, are time-bound instruments. Their nomenclature 2024 Budget, for instance is not merely semantic. It reflects a constitutionally defined fiscal year, which ends on December 31 of the given appropriation.A budget is a financial estimate prepared by the executive with the presumption that
adequate needs assessments and due diligence have been conducted. If implementation fails, it is the National Assemblys duty to demand accountability, not to extend timelines endlessly.The organisation said the existence of the 2025 Appropriation Act renders any prolonged implementation of the 2024 budget irregular, unconstitutional and
misleading.It urged the National Assembly to either discontinue the extension or revise the nomenclature accordingly, as continuing to refer to it as the 2024 Appropriation Act beyond its legal expiration date of December 31, 2024 is both deceptive and unlawful.Also reacting, Auwal Musa Rafsanjani, Executive Director of the Civil Society Legislative
Advocacy Centre (CISLAC), alleged that budget extension was totally against any well-known fiscal process and procedure in the country and showed desperation by the current administration to grab public resources at all costs to justify what it wanted to spend even when it did not have the capacity.This does not show financial discipline or
coherent national planning to deliver any meaningful project. What the National Assembly and the presidency are doing is promoting financial impunity and poor management of public resources.If you dont have the resources or capacity to implement a budget, dont make it bogus. Make a realistic budget within the available resources. What they are
doing is budgeting on speculation and borrowing borrowing that has no positive impact on Nigerians.National AssemblyBudget extension not illegal LawyersIn separate interviews with Daily Trust, lawyers said the law permits extension of Appropriation Acts.A Senior Advocate of Nigeria, Dayo Akinlaja, stated: Everything that has to do with legislative
power of the country is vested in the National Assembly.What is being done is within the province of the legislative capacity of the National Assembly.Corroborating Akinlajas view, another SAN, Adedayo Adedeji said: The major concern one may have in respect of the extension would be the spirit of the Fiscal Responsibility Act to the effect that
budgets should be executed within the same fiscal yearHowever, since the Act does not outrightly prohibit an extension into another fiscal year, then the houses move cannot be branded as illegal.This power is well within the legislative competence of the National Assembly as donated by S.4 of the Constitution of the FRN, 1999.Whilst discipline of
yearly budgeting and execution is advisable, it is not illegal for the House of Representatives to move for an extension particularly when they are doing it through an amendment process.By Itodo Daniel Sule, Philip Shimnom Clement, John Chuks Azu, Abbas Jimoh (Abuja) & Abdullateef Aliyu (Lagos)
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