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Reading	is	a	critically	important	skill.	Children	who	read	early	and	often	will	find	themselves	able	to	comprehend	and	process	text	better	than	those	who	aren’t	consistently	reading.	Unfortunately,	a	vast	majority	of	children	don’t	read	as	frequently	or	as	well	as	they	should.	But	it	doesn’t	mean	they	can’t	become	better	readers;	it	just	takes	some	effort
for	both	the	child	and	parent.	A	child	does	not	learn	to	read	overnight;	it	is	a	process	that	takes	years	of	practice	and	commitment	for	success.	However,	parents	can	make	a	positive	difference	in	a	child’s	reading	skills	by	actively	participating	in	their	education	and	knowing	the	most	effective	strategies	for	improving	reading	skills.	This	article
discusses	nine	different	methods	you	can	use	with	children	to	help	them	improve	their	reading	skills.	Children	need	to	be	taught	the	value	of	practicing	the	things	they	need	to	learn.	For	reading,	this	includes	practicing	with	reading	material	on	their	own.	Children	will	need	to	spend	time	each	day	reading	alone	to	continue	improving.	As	they	grow
older,	this	amount	of	time	will	increase.	Start	simple	by	having	your	child	read	for	10-15	minutes	at	a	time.	Then	gradually	increase	the	amount	of	time	that	your	child	is	asked	to	read	each	day.	Reading	isn’t	just	something	that	you	do	on	your	own;	it’s	also	done	with	others.	When	children	are	learning	how	to	read,	reading	aloud	is	one	of	the	most
effective	ways	to	learn	the	different	sounds	represented	by	letters.	Starting	early	with	this	practice	will	help	them	maintain	their	reading	skills	as	they	get	older.	There	are	many	different	types	of	reading	material	available	to	children	today.	Magazines,	Montessori-friendly	books,	and	newspapers	are	examples	of	literature	children	can	read	to	improve
their	reading	skills.	You	can	also	provide	them	books	in	different	genres	like	animal	books	for	kids.	These	are	reliable	books	to	read	when	teaching	a	child	the	basics	of	reading,	since	they	feature	short	stories	which	are	best	for	a	child’s	short	attention	span.	Children	who	understand	what	they	are	seeing	or	reading	will	enjoy	it	more	and	retain	the
information	better.	You	can	help	by	asking	them	questions	about	what	they’ve	read.	It	will	help	to	reinforce	the	information	and	make	them	better	readers	as	well	as	smarter	thinkers.	For	instance,	when	you	read	your	child	a	book	about	dinosaurs,	take	some	time	to	pause	and	ask	questions	like:	‘What	do	you	think	will	happen	next?’	or	“What	do	you
think	happened	to	the	dinosaurs?”	It	will	help	with	their	ability	to	process	information	in	a	logical	way.	Another	way	to	improve	reading	skills	is	to	provide	visual	aids	such	as	pictures	and	illustrations.	It	will	make	it	easier	for	children	to	understand	what	they’re	reading	and	better	retain	the	information.	There	are	also	many	books	containing
illustrations	with	the	main	purpose	of	teaching	children	the	different	types	of	words.	By	using	these	books,	it’s	possible	to	increase	a	child’s	interest	in	reading	and	therefore	their	desire	to	become	better	readers.	It	is	one	of	the	best	ways	to	help	your	child	learn	to	read.	Find	books	appropriate	for	your	child’s	age	and	readiness	level,	but	make	sure
that	the	book	is	interesting	for	your	child	to	read	by	themselves	when	they	are	in	bed	at	night.	When	this	becomes	a	habit,	it	will	help	their	reading	skills	when	they	are	older.	Click	here	for	tips	on	reading	aloud.	Reading	isn’t	just	about	sitting	down	and	trying	to	decipher	words	from	a	book.	There	are	many	other	methods	to	help	improve	a	child’s
reading	skills.	For	instance,	you	can	have	your	child	read	aloud	while	driving	or	have	them	read	signs	when	you	are	out	running	errands.	If	your	child	likes	to	help	you	prepare	for	dinner,	let	them	choose	a	recipe	from	your	favorite	cookbook	and	have	them	read	the	steps	to	you.	Just	make	reading	fun	for	your	kids.	A	library	is	a	great	place	for	a	child
to	find	books	he	can	read	to	improve	his	reading	skills.	In	the	library,	children	can	find	books	appropriate	for	their	age	level	and	interests.	They	can	check	out	these	books	so	they	have	them	available	to	read	at	home.	It	will	help	increase	the	amount	of	time	your	children	spend	reading	each	week,	positively	affecting	their	reading	skills.	Some	children
have	a	knack	for	reading	and	will	pick	up	the	skill	quickly,	while	others	don’t	have	it	as	easy.	For	those	children	who	have	a	difficult	time	learning	to	read,	it’s	best	not	to	try	to	force	them	to	learn	a	skill	that	they	aren’t	interested	in	first.	Instead,	you	will	need	to	make	sure	that	you	modify	your	techniques	to	suit	your	child’s	needs	and	abilities.	The
more	time	and	effort	you	spend	helping	them	learn	the	process,	the	sooner	they	will	learn	to	read	and	become	a	better	reader.	But	if	your	children	already	love	reading	and	have	started	strong,	encourage	them	by	letting	them	know	you’re	proud	of	their	progress.	The	tips	above	are	a	few	of	many	strategies	that	you	can	use	at	home	to	help	improve	a
child’s	reading	skills.	Following	these	tips	can	give	a	child	a	head	start	on	reading	and	help	them	maintain	their	interest	in	it.	Author	Bio:	I’m	Andrea	Gibbs,	born,	raised,	and	still	living	in	New	York.	I’m	a	work-at-home	mom	with	a	background	in	business	development,	strategy,	and	social	media	marketing.	I’m	a	blog	contributor	at	Montessori
Academy	to	motivate	and	educate	other	parents	about	how	they	can	get	their	children	ahead	of	the	game	in	school	Children	learn	to	walk	and	talk	naturally,	but	that’s	not	the	case	with	reading.	Reading	strategies	are	designed	to	help	your	child	develop	a	strong	reading	foundation	—	one	built	with	confidence,	engagement,	and	joy!	As	a	parent,	you
are	most	likely	always	looking	for	techniques	that	make	your	child	want	to	learn.	We’re	here	to	help	you	and	your	child	on	their	journey	as	a	budding	reader.	Try	the	11	reading-strategy	suggestions	below	for	kids	who	are	beginning	to	read	all	the	way	to	those	reading	advanced	chapter	books!	We’ve	made	it	easy	for	you	to	see	what	skill	each	strategy
focuses	on	so	you	can	help	your	child	in	a	way	that’s	right	for	their	reading	level.	But	before	we	get	to	these	ideas,	let’s	discuss	what	reading	strategies	are	and	how	to	effectively	teach	them	to	your	young	reader.	Reading	strategies	are	activities	that	help	your	child	understand	what	they’re	reading,	build	vocabulary,	and	improve	their	reading	skills.
Think	of	each	reading	strategy	as	a	tool	your	child	can	pull	out	to	help	them	read.	For	example,	if	they	get	stuck	on	a	word,	they	can	think	of	all	the	decoding	strategies	they’ve	learned	and	pick	one	to	try.	If	that	one	doesn’t	work	and	they’re	still	stuck,	they	can	try	another	one.	By	experimenting	with	different	strategies,	your	child	learns	to	figure	out
the	words	in	front	of	them	and	continues	developing	their	reading	skills.	Since	each	reading	strategy	won’t	work	in	every	situation,	your	child	must	have	a	variety	of	methods	in	their	reading	toolbox.	As	they	gain	experience,	they’ll	better	know	which	one	to	use	when.	Additionally,	knowing	the	words	in	a	book	is	not	the	only	reading	skill.	Children
need	to	develop	comprehension	skills	as	well	as	the	ability	to	get	“lost”	in	a	book.	Reading	strategies	that	promote	this	engagement	are	very	valuable.	When	your	child	uses	reading	strategies,	they	are	actively	engaged	in	the	reading	process.	This	helps	them	understand	the	text	better	and	makes	reading	more	enjoyable.	Additionally,	as	we	mentioned
above,	reading	strategies	help	your	child	build	their	vocabulary,	which	is	essential	for	reading	comprehension.	If	they	don’t	understand	what	the	words	are,	they	can’t	make	sense	of	what	they’re	reading.	Now	that	we’ve	talked	about	the	benefits	of	reading	strategies,	let’s	take	a	look	at	how	to	teach	them	to	your	child.	First	things	first,	teaching
reading	strategies	at	home	doesn’t	need	to	be	complicated.	You	can	use	everyday	activities	to	help	your	child	practice	their	reading	skills.	One	of	the	best	ways	to	teach	reading	strategies	is	to	model	them.	This	means	showing	your	child	how	to	use	the	strategy	while	sharing	a	story.	For	instance,	if	you’re	showing	how	illustrations	in	a	book	can	help
you	understand	the	text,	point	to	the	pictures	as	you	read.	Say,	“Pictures	can	give	us	more	information	about	the	story	and	what’s	happening.	I’ll	look	closely	at	this	illustration	to	see	if	it	helps	me	figure	out	what’s	going	on.”	Then,	ask	your	child	to	do	the	same	and	discuss	the	image	together.	Think	aloud	as	you	read,	telling	your	child	what	you’re
doing	and	why	it’s	helpful.	This	gives	your	child	insight	into	your	thinking	process	and	helps	them	learn	to	use	the	strategy	independently.	You	might	say,	“I	don’t	know	this	word,	so	I’ll	try	to	break	it	into	syllables	and	then	put	them	together	to	help	me	remember	what	each	part	says.”	In	addition	to	modeling,	remind	your	child	of	other	strategies	they
can	use.	For	example,	if	you	see	that	they’re	struggling	to	sound	out	a	longer	word,	encourage	them	to	look	for	smaller	words	inside	of	it.	Helping	your	child	strategize	enables	them	to	become	more	confident	in	their	reading.	Use	these	reading	strategies	to	help	your	child	practice	important	literacy	skills	and	become	a	more	confident	reader.	You	may
feel	pressured	to	always	offer	your	child	new	and	different	stories.	While	that	is	great,	it	can	also	be	just	as	helpful	for	your	child	to	read	the	same	book	more	than	once.	Rereading	helps	your	child	in	two	major	ways.	It	gives	them	confidence	by	letting	them	choose	what	to	read,	and	it	improves	their	fluency	since	they	are	more	familiar	with	the	words
in	the	book,	which	means	they	can	really	indulge	in	and	enjoy	the	story!	As	the	text	becomes	easier	for	your	little	one	to	read,	they	will	feel	a	sense	of	accomplishment	because	they	are	reading	with	the	ease	of	a	fluent	reader	—	this	is	a	huge	step	for	your	child!	Reading	isn’t	a	passive	activity.	Instead,	your	child’s	brain	should	actively	engage	with	the
text.	Teaching	them	to	ask	questions	is	a	great	way	to	help	them	connect	with	the	words	on	the	page.	Asking	questions	can	also	help	your	child	keep	tabs	on	their	comprehension.	They	can	use	questions	to	make	sure	they	understand	what	the	text	says.	As	you’re	reading	to	your	child,	stop	to	ask	questions	throughout	the	story.	For	example,	if	the
main	character	just	did	something,	you	can	ask,	“Why	did	she	do	that?”	Give	your	child	a	chance	to	think	about	it	and	respond.	If	you’re	reading	a	non-fiction	book	together,	you	might	encounter	a	new	word.	Point	to	it	and	ask,	“What	does	that	word	mean?”	If	your	child	doesn’t	know,	it’s	the	perfect	opportunity	to	look	it	up	together.	Reading	aloud
with	your	child	is	a	great	way	to	encourage	them	to	read.	Your	child	adores	you	—	you’re	probably	their	biggest	inspiration!	So	when	you	have	fun	reading,	they’ll	want	to	join	in.	Bedtime	stories	are	an	easy	way	to	incorporate	daily	reading	into	your	busy	family	routine.	This	time	gives	you	and	your	child	a	chance	to	unwind	and	connect	with	one
another.	While	you	read	together,	encourage	your	child	to	read	as	much	of	the	text	as	they	can.	And	before	turning	the	page,	ask	them	what	they	think	will	happen	next.	This	helps	them	connect	more	deeply	with	the	story	by	developing	empathy	for	the	characters	or	appreciating	the	humor.	Sometimes,	though,	your	child	might	be	shy	about	reading
in	front	of	you	or	answering	questions.	They	know	reading	is	important,	and	they	want	to	succeed	for	you.	The	pressure	that	comes	with	that	might	make	reading	more	difficult.	That’s	OK!	Give	them	plenty	of	praise	and	encouragement,	and	let	them	know	they	can	take	it	as	slow	as	they	need	to.	In	the	meantime,	encourage	them	to	host	a	special
storytime	with	a	stuffed	animal	or	a	favorite	toy,	any	item	that	is	guaranteed	to	make	them	smile	and	bring	them	comfort.	It	may	take	some	adjusting,	but	this	strategy	will	get	them	confident	and	calm	about	reading.	You	can	make	books	literally	come	alive	by	acting	them	out.	This	is	a	dynamic	and	exciting	way	to	encourage	your	child	to	love	reading!
There’s	no	need	to	use	elaborate	props,	a	stage,	or	costumes	(although,	if	time	allows,	your	child	might	love	to	make	a	family	theatre	production!).	Simply	grab	a	couple	of	stuffed	animals	or	toys	that	can	play	the	part	of	the	characters	in	the	story	you’re	reading	together.	This	simple	addition	can	increase	the	entertainment	value	for	your	child	and
give	them	a	chance	to	express	themselves	through	the	story.	Encourage	them	to	do	funny	voices	and	mimic	the	characters’	actions	in	the	story.	Plus,	if	you	incorporate	play	into	your	reading,	they’ll	start	to	see	the	connection	between	the	words	on	the	page	and	the	exciting	adventure	you	are	having	with	your	imagination.	This	is	a	great	way	for	your
child	to	bring	the	story	to	life!	Young	readers’	eyes	find	it	hard	to	follow	a	line	of	text	from	right	to	left.	They	may	skip	around	or	jump	lines.	It	can	also	be	hard	for	kids	to	stay	focused	on	what	they’re	reading.	Using	a	finger	to	track	words	you	are	reading	can	be	very	helpful.	Have	them	use	their	pointer	finger	to	point	to	each	word	as	they	read	it.
Remind	them	to	move	their	finger	to	the	next	word	as	they	go.	It	can	also	be	helpful	to	have	an	index	card	or	a	folded	sheet	of	paper	that	moves	from	line	to	line.	Both	of	these	methods	can	help	your	child	keep	their	place	while	reading.	If	your	child	doesn’t	want	to	point	to	words	as	they	read,	you	may	find	it	beneficial	to	do	the	pointing	yourself	for	a
while	until	they	feel	more	comfortable.	If	your	child	gets	stuck	on	a	word	while	reading,	ask	them	to	take	a	running	start.	This	means	going	back	to	the	beginning	of	the	sentence	and	trying	to	read	the	unknown	word	in	context.	Sometimes,	this	is	enough	to	help	them	decode	the	word	and	keep	going.	But,	other	times,	the	word	will	continue	to	trip
them	up.	If	this	is	the	case,	introduce	a	different	strategy,	such	as	covering	up	the	suffix	or	prefix	of	a	word	and	focusing	on	the	root	word	first.	Running	starts	also	improve	reading	comprehension	overall	as	your	child	reviews	the	text.	If	your	child	seems	uninterested	in	reading	books,	divert	their	attention	to	other	things.	Magazines,	movie	titles,	joke
books,	anything	you	come	across!	For	example,	try	asking	your	child	to	be	your	little	helper.	Anytime	you	need	to	look	something	up	or	read	something,	see	if	they	can	give	it	a	go	first	(with	your	help	if	they	need	it,	of	course!).	This	can	be	searching	up	movie	times	online	or	having	them	read	a	recipe	to	you	out	loud	while	you	cook.	They	could	read
road	signs,	check	the	weather,	or	find	restaurant	or	store	hours.	They	can	read	emails	from	family	and	friends	that	live	in	other	parts	of	the	world.	For	younger	kids,	try	asking	them	to	sound	out	simple	words	you	come	across	throughout	the	day,	such	as	the	word	“stop”	on	a	stop	sign.	Having	your	child	help	in	this	way	is	all	about	the	little,	daily
things	that	fit	into	your	life.	And	the	effect	of	these	small	tasks	will	give	your	child	a	huge	confidence	boost!	Acting	as	your	child’s	reading	partner	doesn’t	have	to	start	and	stop	with	traditional	bedtime	stories.	Letting	them	tell	their	own	story	is	a	great	way	to	stimulate	their	imagination	and	can	help	with	reading,	too!	Every	now	and	then,	consider
swapping	after-dinner	storytime	for	storytelling	night.	Your	child	can	tell	you	a	story	while	you	write	it	down.	Try	letting	your	little	one	come	up	with	a	different	scene	each	day	(or,	if	time	allows,	all	at	once).	If	they’re	old	enough,	they	can	also	work	on	the	story	on	their	own,	drawing	pictures	to	go	along	with	the	text	or	designing	a	book	cover.	Once
the	story	is	finished,	you	can	read	it	together!	This	is	a	great	way	to	encourage	accomplishment	in	your	child,	too.	They	will	have	made	something	of	their	own	creation	and	can	see	the	imaginative,	fun,	and	personal	finished	product.	Plus,	learning	how	to	tell	a	story	will	help	immensely	with	your	child’s	reading	comprehension.	They	will	begin	to
inherently	understand	the	ebbs	and	flows	of	a	story	as	they	create	their	own.	A	cute	bonus:	You’ll	have	a	keepsake	to	treasure	for	years	to	come!	Predicting	is	another	vital	reading	strategy	that	can	help	your	child	figure	out	what	will	happen	next	in	the	story	and	make	sense	of	the	text	overall,	which	builds	comprehension.	When	they	come	to	a
natural	stopping	point	in	their	reading,	ask	them	to	pause	for	a	moment.	Then,	ask	your	child	what	they	think	will	happen	next.	After	they’ve	made	their	predictions,	encourage	them	to	keep	reading	to	see	if	they	were	right.	If	they	weren’t,	that’s	OK!	Remind	them	that	authors	have	different	ideas,	so	stories	can	sometimes	turn	out	differently	than	we
think	they	should.	For	a	more	fundamental-level	reading	strategy,	try	letting	your	child	predict	the	next	word	rather	than	what	happens	in	the	story	next.	After	your	child	reads	a	book,	ask	them	to	retell	the	story	to	you.	This	reading	strategy	helps	your	child	practice	their	comprehension	skills.	As	they	tell	you	about	the	story,	pay	attention	to	the
details	they	include.	Does	your	child	remember	the	main	parts?	Did	they	have	a	beginning,	middle,	and	end	in	their	retelling?	If	not,	practice	the	retelling	strategy	by	using	some	fun	activities.	For	example,	ask	your	child	to	look	back	through	the	book	and	find	pictures	to	help	them	tell	the	story.	You	can	also	ask	them	to	draw	small	pictures	on
different	pieces	of	paper	to	represent	the	different	phases	—	beginning,	middle,	and	end.	Then,	put	these	pictures	into	a	stack	and	shuffle	them	up.	Spread	them	out	and	ask	your	child	to	put	them	in	order.	Once	they’re	correctly	in	place,	have	them	retell	the	story	using	the	pictures.	When	retelling,	some	kids	have	trouble	with	adding	too	many
details.	If	your	child	wants	to	share	all	the	things	about	the	book	they	read,	help	them	focus	on	the	main	events.	Modeling	is	a	good	way	to	reinforce	this	concept.	Spend	10	or	15	minutes	quietly	reading.	Then,	when	the	time	is	up,	take	turns	retelling	what	you	read.	Your	child	will	see	how	you	focus	on	the	key	points	and	quickly	sum	up	the	story	when
you	share.	As	your	child	reads	aloud,	encourage	them	to	visualize	the	story.	This	means	using	the	words	as	clues	and	picturing	the	story	in	their	mind.	At	first,	you	might	have	to	help	them	with	this	reading	strategy.	After	reading	a	paragraph	or	two	of	a	descriptive	piece	of	text,	stop	and	ask	your	child	to	describe	the	scene.	If	they	aren’t	sure,	model
the	process	for	them.	Show	them	how	to	go	back	in	the	text	and	look	for	adjectives	and	other	descriptive	words.	Then,	discuss	what	type	of	mental	image	you	have.	Take	time	to	draw	what	you’re	seeing	in	your	mind	and	have	your	child	do	the	same.	Putting	the	mental	image	onto	paper	can	help	some	kids	better	process	what	is	going	on	in	their
brains.	Compare	pictures,	but	first,	remind	your	child	that	it’s	OK	to	have	different	images	because	we	look	at	things	in	our	own	unique	way.	This	strategy	is	beneficial	when	your	child	outgrows	picture	books	because	it	helps	them	understand	what	they’re	reading	when	they	don’t	see	any	illustrations	to	offer	clues.	All	of	the	different	skills	that	go	into
reading	can	be	a	lot	for	kids	(and	parents!)	to	take	in.	Although	learning	to	read	may	feel	like	a	distant	memory	to	us,	kids	are	in	the	thick	of	grasping	everything	reading	requires.	But	what	does	reading	require?	And	how	do	the	strategies	we	mentioned	help?	Here	are	a	few	examples	of	the	skills	some	of	these	strategies	promote.	We	hinted	at	it
above,	but	it’s	important	to	get	a	clear	understanding	of	decoding.	Decoding	is	the	process	of	sounding	out	words.	Children	(and	adults!)	use	this	skill	to	break	down	words	to	specific	sounds	and	then	blend	the	sounds	together	to	form	the	word	correctly.	Decoding	goes	beyond	understanding	what	sound	each	letter	makes.	Specifically,	decoding
involves	becoming	familiar	with	the	relationship	between	letters	and	sounds	(and	their	patterns).	The	rereading	strategy	is	helpful	here	because	the	more	times	your	child	sees	a	word	the	easier	it	will	become	for	them	to	decode	it	and	words	like	it.	Removing	the	effort	leaves	a	child	free	to	really	get	lost	in	a	story.	Our	HOMER	app	is	another	tool	your
child	can	use	to	practice	essential	decoding	skills.	Once	your	child	can	instantly	recognize	words	on	the	page	(even	ones	they	don’t	know),	then	they	are	considered	fluent!	It’s	important	to	note	that	there	are	different	levels	of	reading	fluency.	For	example,	your	child	may	be	able	to	fluently	read	a	first-grade	book	but	not	a	ninth-grade	book.	The	good
news	is	that	fluency	grows	the	more	your	child	reads!	Building	fluency	is	a	big	end	goal	for	children.	We	want	your	child	to	achieve	this	goal	so	they	will	know	that	reading	can	be	fun	and	rewarding.	The	stronger	reader	they	become,	the	more	likely	they	are	to	love	reading!	Remember	that	Rome	wasn’t	built	in	a	day,	and	neither	is	a	fluent	reader.	It
may	take	your	child	some	time	and	practice	to	build	their	confidence	and	fluency!	In	terms	of	reading	strategies,	reading	things	that	are	not	books	is	one	that	can	help	build	fluency.	So	can	taking	a	running	start.	After	all,	the	more	your	child	reads,	the	more	fluent	they	will	become.	Words,	words,	words!	The	more	words	your	child	is	exposed	to,	the
more	they	will	learn.	And	children	who	have	a	good	vocabulary	are	at	an	advantage	when	it	comes	to	reading.	A	growing	vocabulary	develops	from	conversation	and	from	hearing	books	read	aloud.	Additionally,	children	who	read	a	lot	learn	more	new	words	than	those	who	read	less	because	they	get	introduced	to	vocabulary	in	context.	All	of	the
reading	strategies	we	mentioned	can	be	helpful	with	expanding	vocabulary,	but	we	especially	recommend	reading	aloud	and	varying	the	kinds	of	books	you	read	with	your	child.	This	will	increase	their	exposure	to	all	kinds	of	words!	This	may	sound	technical,	but	executive	function	is	really	just	an	umbrella	term	that	deals	with	your	child’s	working
memory,	attentiveness,	and	their	ability	to	think	about	different	things	one	after	another.	These	things	influence	your	child’s	attitude	and	how	they	learn.	That’s	part	of	why	we	always	encourage	reading	strategies	and	materials	that	create	a	fun,	relaxed	learning	environment	for	your	little	one.	A	good	strategy	for	working	on	this	skill	would	be	letting
your	child	tell	their	own	story!	You	can	also	encourage	them	to	use	HOMER.	They’ll	practice	important	executive	function	skills	as	they	play.	Incorporating	reading	strategies	doesn’t	need	to	be	difficult,	and	you	can	start	to	feel	confident	about	your	child’s	improvements	when	you	see	the	purpose	behind	these	strategies.	No	matter	what	reading
strategy	you	choose	—	rereading,	asking	questions,	reading	aloud,	acting	it	out,	reading	things	that	aren’t	books,	letting	your	child	tell	their	own	story,	or	any	of	the	others	—	you	can	achieve	at-home	learning	that	fits	into	your	life	in	a	fun	and	easy	way.	And	if	you’re	looking	for	more	resources,	our	kid-powered,	personalized	Learn	&	Grow	App	is	the
perfect	place	for	your	child	to	get	in	some	safe,	fun,	and	quality	reading	practice.	Just	15	minutes	a	day	is	proven	to	increase	reading	scores	by	74%!	Please	enter	a	valid	email	address.	Subscribe	to	our	newsletter	Make	sure	your	school-aged	reader	gets	lots	of	practice	reading	books	that	aren't	too	hard.	They	should	recognize	at	least	90	percent	of
the	words	without	any	help.	Stopping	any	more	often	than	that	to	figure	out	a	word	makes	it	tough	for	kids	to	focus	on	the	overall	meaning	of	the	story.	If	your	child	needs	help	transitioning	from	picture	books	to	chapter	books,	try	Scholastic's	Branches	books,	which	are	designed	to	bridge	that	gap	for	growing	readers.	To	gain	meaning	from	text	and
encourage	reading	comprehension,	your	child	needs	to	read	quickly	and	smoothly	—	a	skill	known	as	fluency.	By	the	beginning	of	3rd	grade,	for	example,	your	child	should	be	able	to	read	90	words	a	minute.	Rereading	familiar,	simple	books	gives	your	child	practice	at	decoding	words	quickly,	so	they'll	become	more	fluent	in	their	reading
comprehension.	(For	simple	books	your	child	will	love	to	reread,	check	out	these	expert-approved	beginner	books.)	If	your	child's	class	is	studying	a	particular	theme,	look	for	easy-to-read	books	or	magazines	on	the	topic.	Some	prior	knowledge	will	help	them	make	their	way	through	tougher	classroom	texts	and	promote	reading	comprehension.	This
"verbal	processing"	helps	them	remember	and	think	through	the	themes	of	the	book.	Ask	questions	before,	during,	and	after	a	session	to	encourage	reading	comprehension.	(Read	about	all	the	questions	you	should	ask	during	story	time	here!)	For	example:		Before:	"What	are	you	interested	in	about	this	book?	What	doesn't	interest	you?"		During:
"What's	going	on	in	the	book?	Is	it	turning	out	the	way	you	thought	it	would?	What	do	you	think	will	happen	next?"		After:	"Can	you	summarize	the	book?	What	did	you	like	about	it?	What	other	books	does	it	remind	you	of?"	Shop	resources	to	improve	your	child's	reading	comprehension	below!	You	can	find	all	books	and	activities	at	The	Scholastic
Store.		Workbooks	for	Reading	Comprehension	Phonics	Sets	to	Improve	Comprehension	Book	Sets	to	Boost	Reading	Comprehension	Students	learning	to	read	typically	focus	on	the	words	themselves	and	the	letters,	sounds,	meaning	and	pronunciation.	However,	when	early	literacy	skills	are	finally	mastered,	the	next	step	is	comprehension.	What	is
comprehension?	Comprehension	is	the	ability	to	draw	meaning	from	text.	What	Is	Reading	Comprehension?	The	most	general	definition	of	reading	comprehension	explains	that	it	is	the	skill	of	making	meaning	from	whatever	text	is	read.	Said	another	way,	reading	comprehension	isn't	simply	knowing	what	words	you	have	read,	it's	the	ability	to	look	at
what	these	words	say	and	to	figure	out	what	they	mean.	When	students	first	embark	on	their	career	as	readers,	they	are	working	on	a	variety	of	challenging	skills.	They	need	to	recognize	words,	identify	them	and	be	aware	of	their	meaning.	If	they	are	unaware	of	their	meaning,	they	will	need	to	rely	on	context	clues	to	supply	hints.	Reading
comprehension	also	encompasses	the	ability	to	understand	words	and	their	meaning	in	a	variety	of	contexts.	For	example,	being	able	to	identify	satire.	Research	has	demonstrated	that	reading	isn't	simply	the	transfer	of	information.	Rather	it	is	transactional,	wherein	the	reader	brings	his	or	her	life	experience	and	understanding	up	to	that	point	to
the	text.	From	there,	he	or	she	co-constructs	meaning	from	whatever	is	being	read,	based	on	prior	knowledge.	How	Is	Reading	Comprehension	Taught?	Educators	and	people	with	young	children	who	are	just	entering	the	school	system	are	likely	familiar	with	the	question,	"What	are	the	four	types	of	reading?"	The	four	main	types	of	reading	are
skimming,	scanning,	intensive	and	extensive.	Skimming	is	the	most	superficial	type	of	reading.	It's	a	quick	glance	at	the	material,	generally	to	see	if	any	of	the	words	contained	therein	spark	interest	or	recognition.	Comprehension	when	skimming	is	generally	very	low.	Scanning	is	slightly	more	rigorous	and	is	generally	done	when	a	reader	is
searching	for	something	specific	within	a	body	of	the	text.	Intensive	Reading	Intensive	reading	is	where	comprehension	begins	to	get	stronger.	This	is	not	a	search	for	cursory	information	or	to	get	the	"gist"	of	a	piece	of	writing.	Intensive	reading	requires	that	the	readers	read	every	word	in	the	piece,	including	ones	they	may	not	know	and	seek	to
understand	what	is	being	communicated.	Intensive	reading	is	required	when	the	reader	is	going	to	be	responsible	for	reflecting	on	what	he	or	she	has	read,	either	in	writing	or	in	speech.	Extensive	reading	refers	typically	to	reading	that	is	taken	on	for	pleasure.	In	this	case,	the	impetus	for	meaning-making	is	wanting	to	understand	what	the	text	has
to	say.	Why	Is	Reading	Comprehension	Important?	Students	who	excel	in	reading	comprehension	often	have	successful	academic	careers.	This	is	because	reading	is	such	a	critical	part	of	overall	learning.	If	a	child	struggles	with	reading	comprehension	he	or	she	will	likely	read	less	and	thus	will	absorb	less	in	the	way	of	vocabulary,	ideas,	differing
perspectives	and	other	nuances.	A	limited	vocabulary	can	mean	a	limited	scope	for	thought	and	imagination.	The	result	is	that	students	demonstrate	limited	intellectual	curiosity	and	do	not	have	the	self-motivation	required	to	read	on	their	own.	Challenges	for	Comprehension	When	answering	the	question,	"What	is	comprehension?"	educators	should
also	consider	the	challenges	for	communities	with	limitations.	The	challenges	of	reading	comprehension	are	especially	acute	for	students	with	learning	disabilities,	attention	deficit	issues	or	other	special	needs.	For	these	students,	a	question	like,	"How	do	you	use	forbidden	in	a	sentence?"	can	be	exceptionally	difficult	to	answer,	seeing	as	it	relies
upon	an	understanding	of	vocabulary,	sentence	construction	and	syntax.	Teachers	who	teach	special	needs	populations	should	be	encouraged	to	seek	out	as	many	methods	for	reading	comprehension	as	possible.	Reading	is	an	essential	skill	that	forms	the	foundation	for	academic	success	and	lifelong	learning.	As	a	parent,	you	play	a	crucial	role	in
developing	your	child's	reading	abilities.	Here	are	ten	tips	to	help	improve	your	child's	reading	skills	and	foster	a	love	for	reading.1.	Promote	the	Importance	of	ReadingReading	is	more	than	just	a	fundamental	academic	skill;	it	enhances	cognitive	development,	improves	language	skills,	and	expands	a	child's	imagination.	Children	who	read	regularly
tend	to	perform	better	academically	and	develop	better	communication	skills.	Additionally,	reading	can	be	a	source	of	joy	and	relaxation,	promoting	mental	well-being.Promote	the	importance	of	reading	to	your	children	and	how	it	will	play	a	vital	role	in	their	everyday	lives!	2.	Establish	Daily	Reading	HabitsCreating	a	routine	that	includes	daily
reading	time	is	crucial	for	developing	reading	skills.	Here	are	some	tips	to	establish	a	daily	reading	habit:Set	a	specific	time:	Choose	a	consistent	time	each	day	for	reading,	such	as	before	bed	or	after	school.	Consistency	helps	in	forming	a	habit.Create	a	cosy	reading	space:	Designate	a	comfortable	and	quiet	area	in	your	home	for	reading.	A
dedicated	space	can	make	reading	feel	like	a	special	activity.Lead	by	example:	Show	your	child	that	reading	is	important	by	reading	yourself	and	discussing	your	books	with	them.	Children	often	imitate	the	behaviours	of	their	parents.3.	Create	Interactive	Reading	ActivitiesInteractive	reading	activities	can	make	reading	fun	and	engaging.	These
activities	help	children	to	better	understand	and	retain	what	they	read.	Some	ideas	include:Reading	aloud	together:	Take	turns	reading	aloud	to	each	other,	and	discuss	the	story	as	you	go.	This	encourages	active	participation	and	listening	skills.Asking	questions:	Encourage	your	child	to	ask	questions	about	the	story,	and	ask	them	questions	to	gauge
their	comprehension.	This	helps	improve	critical	thinking.Using	props	and	visuals:	Incorporate	toys,	drawings,	or	storyboards	to	bring	the	story	to	life.	Visual	aids	can	make	abstract	concepts	more	concrete	and	memorable.4.	Be	a	Role	Model	in	Developing	Reading	SkillsParents	have	a	significant	influence	on	their	child's	reading	development.	Here
are	some	ways	you	can	support	your	child:Provide	a	variety	of	reading	materials:	Offer	books,	magazines,	and	comics	that	cater	to	your	child's	interests.	Diverse	materials	can	keep	reading	exciting.Encourage	discussions:	Talk	about	the	books	your	child	is	reading	and	encourage	them	to	share	their	thoughts	and	opinions.	This	enhances
understanding	and	expression.Praise	and	encouragement:	Celebrate	your	child's	reading	achievements	and	encourage	them	to	keep	improving.	Positive	reinforcement	builds	confidence.5.	Choose	Age-Appropriate	BooksSelecting	books	that	match	your	child's	reading	level	and	interests	is	key	to	keeping	them	engaged.	Look	for	books	that	are	neither
too	easy	nor	too	challenging.	Consider	their	interests,	such	as	animals,	adventure,	or	fantasy,	to	find	books	that	will	capture	their	imagination.Match	their	level:	Choose	books	that	challenge	but	do	not	frustrate	your	child.	This	balance	helps	in	gradual	improvement.Interest-based	selection:	Books	aligned	with	your	child’s	interests	can	motivate	them
to	read	more.Diverse	genres:	Introduce	different	genres	to	broaden	their	reading	experience.6.	Make	Reading	Fun	Through	Games	&	CompetitionsTransform	reading	into	an	enjoyable	activity	by	incorporating	games	and	challenges.	Here	are	some	ideas:Reading	bingo:	Create	a	bingo	card	with	different	reading	challenges,	such	as	reading	a	book
with	a	blue	cover	or	reading	outside.	This	adds	a	fun,	competitive	element.Book	club:	Start	a	family	book	club	where	everyone	reads	the	same	book	and	discusses	it.	This	promotes	family	bonding	and	shared	experiences.Reading	rewards:	Set	up	a	reward	system	for	reaching	reading	milestones,	such	as	a	special	outing	or	a	new	book.	Rewards	can
serve	as	motivation.7.	Use	Technology	to	Make	Reading	EngagingTechnology	is	leading	the	way	and	can	be	a	valuable	tool	in	supporting	reading	development.	Many	parents	shy	away	from	technology,	believing	'screen-time'	is	bad,	but	we're	here	to	tell	you	it	can	be	used	to	complement	academic	progress:	E-books	and	audiobooks:	Provide	access	to
digital	books	and	audiobooks,	which	can	be	especially	helpful	for	reluctant	readers.	They	offer	a	different	way	to	experience	stories.Educational	apps:	Use	apps	designed	to	improve	reading	skills	through	interactive	games	and	activities.	These	apps	can	make	learning	feel	like	play.Online	libraries:	Take	advantage	of	online	libraries	and	resources	to
access	a	wide	range	of	reading	materials.	This	ensures	a	steady	supply	of	new	content.8.	Encourage	Writing	to	Develop	Reading	SkillsWriting	and	reading	go	hand	in	hand.	Encouraging	your	child	to	write	can	improve	their	reading	skills	as	they	mimic	styles	they've	read	and	subconsciously	expand	their	grammar	and	vocabulary.	Try	incorporating
these	writing	activities	into	your	child's	daily	or	weekly	routine:Journaling:	Encourage	your	child	to	keep	a	journal	where	they	write	about	their	daily	experiences	and	thoughts.	This	practice	improves	both	writing	and	reflective	thinking.Creative	writing:	Provide	prompts	for	creative	stories	and	encourage	your	child	to	use	their	imagination.	This
fosters	creativity	and	narrative	skills.Letters	and	emails:	Encourage	your	child	to	write	letters	or	emails	to	family	members	and	friends.	This	makes	writing	purposeful	and	communicative.9.	Visit	the	Library	to	Inspire	&	MotivateRegular	visits	to	the	library	can	foster	a	love	for	reading.	Being	in	an	environment	dedicated	to	books	with	quiet	spaces	for
reading	can	really	promote	its	importance	and	enjoyment.Libraries	offer	a	variety	of	programs	and	resources:Story	time	sessions:	Many	libraries	have	story	time	sessions	for	different	age	groups.	These	sessions	are	both	educational	and	entertaining.Book	recommendations:	Librarians	can	recommend	books	based	on	your	child's	interests	and	reading
level.	Expert	advice	can	help	in	finding	the	right	books.Reading	programs:	Participate	in	library	reading	programs	and	challenges	to	keep	your	child	motivated.	These	programs	often	include	rewards	and	recognition.10.	Sustain	a	Reading	Habit	&	Celebrate	SuccessSustaining	a	reading	habit	requires	ongoing	effort	and	encouragement,	but	once	it
becomes	a	habit,	it's	easy	to	keep	going!Here	are	some	tips	to	keep	the	momentum	:Set	goals:	Help	your	child	set	reading	goals,	such	as	reading	a	certain	number	of	books	each	month.	Goals	provide	clear	targets	and	a	sense	of	achievement.Track	progress:	Use	a	reading	log	or	chart	to	track	the	books	your	child	reads	and	their	progress.	Visual
tracking	can	be	motivating.Celebrate	milestones:	Celebrate	reading	milestones	with	small	rewards	or	special	activities.	Celebrations	recognize	effort	and	encourage	continued	reading.If	you're	short	on	ideas	for	tracking	progress,	grab	our	downloadable	rewards	chart	here!The	power	of	readingImproving	your	child's	reading	skills	is	a	rewarding
journey	that	requires	patience,	consistency,	and	creativity.	By	incorporating	these	tips	into	your	daily	routine,	you	can	help	your	child	develop	a	lifelong	love	for	reading	and	enhance	their	academic	success.	Remember,	the	key	is	to	make	reading	enjoyable	and	to	provide	continuous	support	and	encouragement.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the
material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes
were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological
measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended
use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Through	just	this	one	simple	act	you	are	bonding	with	your	child,	inspiring	a	love	of	reading—and	are	helping	them	develop	strong	early	language	and	literacy	skills	that	will	become	the	foundation	for	their	future	learning	and	success.	In	fact,
studies	show	that	reading	aloud	is	a	primary	driver	of	young	children’s	early	language	development.	Sign	up	to	receive	news,	helpful	tools	and	learn	how	you	can	help	our	youngest	learners.	sign	up	To	help	you	and	your	child	get	the	most	out	of	your	storytime,	here	are	12	early	literacy	tips	from	our	early	learning	experts	at	Start	Early	and	our
Educare	Chicago	school:	Start	early.	Reading	to	babies	is	important	for	healthy	brain	development	and	lays	the	foundation	for	language	and	writing	skills.	Make	reading	a	part	of	your	daily	routine.	Establishing	a	routine	helps	ensure	that	reading	is	part	of	your	daily	schedule,	such	as	at	naptime	and	bedtime.	It	also	creates	times	during	the	day	that
both	of	you	can	look	forward	to.	Try	board	and	cloth	books	for	babies.	By	age	1,	babies	can	grab	books.		Board	and	cloth	books	are	great	options	for	babies	who	like	to	touch	things	and	put	everything	in	their	mouths.	Take	turns	with	your	toddler.	By	age	2,	toddlers	can	hold	a	book	and	point	at	the	pictures.	Let	your	toddler	turn	the	pages	of	a	board
book	and	respond	to	her	when	she	points	or	reacts	to	the	story.	Ask	your	child	questions.	As	you	read	to	your	child,	make	the	experience	interactive	by	asking	him	questions,	such	as	“What	do	you	think	will	happen	next?”	“What	was	your	favorite	part	of	the	story?	Why?”	Reread	your	child’s	favorite	books.	By	age	3,	children	can	complete	sentences	in
familiar	stories.	Read	her	favorite	books	over	and	over	to	help	her	learn	through	repetition.	Point	out	similar	words.	By	age	4,	children	begin	to	recognize	letters.	You	can	point	out	words	in	a	book	that	begin	with	the	same	letter	to	your	preschooler	to	help	him	become	familiar	with	the	letter	and	begin	to	associate	certain	words	with	that	letter.	Count
objects	on	the	page.	As	you	read	to	your	child,	count	objects	on	the	page	together	to	help	her	also	strengthen	her	early	math	skills.	Have	your	preschooler	tell	you	the	story.	By	age	5,	children	can	sit	still	for	longer	books	and	can	create	their	own	stories	based	on	the	pictures.	Ask	your	preschooler	to	tell	you	the	basic	plot	of	the	book	or	to	make	up
stories	based	on	what	he	sees	on	each	page.	Read	with	passion!	Using	inflection	and	maintaining	the	same	highs	and	lows	in	your	voice	at	the	same	point	in	a	story	helps	your	child	begin	to	remember	the	words.	Set	an	example.	Let	your	child	see	you	reading	your	books	to	help	her	develop	her	own	love	of	reading.	Just	keep	reading.	Reading	to	your
child	helps	him	develop	a	habit	of	listening	to	stories	and	loving	books.	One	the	most	important	pieces	of	advice	is	to	make	sure	you	are	reading	to	him	early	and	often.	No	matter	how	old	your	child	is	—	from	babies	to	toddlers	to	preschoolers	—	these	tips	will	help	you	capitalize	on	this	valuable	time	with	your	child,	making	reading	a	fun,	educational
and	memorable	experience	for	both	of	you.	Raise	your	voice	and	encourage	lawmakers	to	prioritize	early	learning	and	care	at	the	local,	state	and	federal	level.	Make	an	Impact	Together,	when	we	start	early,	we	can	close	the	opportunity	gap	and	ensure	every	child	has	a	chance	to	reach	their	full	potential.	Give	Now	Discover	educational	activities	and
resources	from	Start	Early	experts	to	provide	easy	and	engaging	educational	experiences	with	your	child.	Learn	More	As	you	know,	academic	success	is	anchored	around	literacy.	Helping	your	child	develop	strong	reading	skills	is	critical	for	them	to	truly	thrive.	If	your	child	starts	to	fall	behind	in	reading,	identifying	the	issue	and	bringing	them	up	to
speed	is	incredibly	important.		These	10	essential	tips	from	Whitney	Penalba,	a	Washington	D.C.	public	school	teacher	and	reading	specialist,	reveal	the	best	practices	teachers	use	themselves	—	derived	from	Penalba's	nearly	decade	of	teaching.	(Bonus:	Here	are	six	strategies	to	improve	reading	comprehension.)		Each	child	is	unique,	but	Penalba
says	these	teacher-approved	tips	generally	help	give	a	child's	reading	level	a	boost.	For	even	more	information	on	how	your	child's	reading	should	progress	throughout	the	years,	check	out	this	reading	roadmap	for	kids	in	preschool	through	sixth	grade.	These	early	years	are	formative	because	until	3rd	grade,	students	typically	continue	to	learn	how
to	read.	Students	will	acquire	the	ability	to	identify	letters,	decode	letter	sounds,	blend	sounds	in	a	word,	build	a	growing	and	then	proficient	memory	of	spelling,	and	establish	a	large	bank	of	sight	words.	BOB	Books	are	a	great	tool	for	enhancing	these	key	early	reading	skills.		Use	these	teacher-approved	approaches,	and	you'll	watch	your	child's
reading	skills	skyrocket	(be	sure	to	also	check	out	the	best	books	for	reluctant	readers	in	1st	and	2nd	grade).		1.	Decode	mystery	words:	Read	part	of	a	book	out	loud	to	your	child,	omitting	one	"mystery	word"	that	is	frequently	used	(like	"because"	or	"always").		Introduce	clues	about	that	mystery	word	in	the	text,	including	the	number	of	letters	it	has,
a	letter	the	mystery	word	contains,	or	even	a	specific	sound	in	the	word.	Ask	your	child	to	guess	what	that	word	is!	Celebrate	solving	the	mystery	with	a	final	reading,	asking	your	child	to	clap	every	time	the	word	is	read.	This	is	a	fun	way	to	introduce	new	high-frequency	words	to	your	child.		2.	Personalize	story	time:	Have	your	child	narrate	a	brief
personal	story	to	you	while	you	write	it	down.	Then,	work	together	to	read	it	out	loud.	This	is	called	“Write	a	Story	to	Read	a	Story”	in	the	education	world.	Give	your	child	some	inspiration	from	popular	read-alouds.	3.	Create	silly	sentences:	Encourage	your	child	to	use	their	imagination	to	come	up	with	the	silliest	sentences	they	can,	using	words	that
include	a	certain	spelling	pattern.	For	example,	ask	your	child	to	use	words	that	have	the	/əl/	sound	spelled	with	‘-le’,	plus	consonants	‘z,’	‘g,’	and	‘k.’	By	looking	at	an	example	text	or	poem	(choose	one	from	No	Fair!	No	Fair!	And	Other	Jolly	Poems	of	Childhood),	your	child	can	identify	words	that	fit	the	patterns	of	poetry.		Reading	comprehension
skills	are	key	at	this	time!	That's	because	at	this	point,	kids	are	moving	on	from	learning	to	read,	to	reading	to	learn.	Children	will	be	asked	to	collect	information	from	a	variety	of	sources	and	summarize	it	in	school.	They	are	increasingly	focused	on	both	reading	and	writing	skills	and	the	ability	to	edit	and	revise	their	work	—	so	if	they're	struggling,
it's	important	to	address	it.		For	reluctant	readers	in	this	grade	range,	try	these	four	teacher-backed	practices.		4.	Give	context:	If	your	child	is	embarking	on	a	new	text,	provide	a	bit	of	background	knowledge	and	context	about	the	book's	topic	if	you	can.	For	instance,	if	they	just	got	a	copy	of	an	I	Survived	book	like	I	Survived	the	American
Revolution,	1776,	talk	to	them	a	little	bit	about	what	America	was	like	at	that	time	in	history.	This	will	help	ground	children	in	the	reading	ahead.		5.	Discuss	essential	words:	If	you’re	providing	background	knowledge	for	a	book,	talk	about	an	essential	word	they'll	encounter	in	the	text,	and	further	illustrate	it	with	an	example	and	a	photograph	that
clarifies	the	meaning	of	the	word.	For	instance,	if	you're	reading	a	book	about	the	beach,	you	might	talk	about	"riptides"	or	"crustaceans."		6.	Ask	questions:	Ask	your	child	questions	at	the	end	of	a	story	or	book	they	read	based	on	the	conversations	you've	had	about	the	text.	Your	child	has	hopefully	been	building	up	ideas	about	the	topic	while
reading!			7.	Maximize	reading	time:	Encourage	your	child	to	take	a	book	with	them	into	bed,	on	a	car	ride,	or	anywhere	else	that	they	can	carve	out	a	little	extra	time	to	read.	Even	if	they	read	just	20	minutes	daily,	that’s	3,600	minutes	per	school	year	—	exposing	them	to	nearly	2	million	words	annually!		Penalba	says	that	book	sets	or	collections	can
be	especially	helpful	for	this	age	range.	Diving	into	a	series	can	get	kids	invested	in	a	story	and	its	characters,	and	familiarize	them	with	the	author's	style	of	writing,	helping	the	sequential	books	seem	less	daunting.	Look	to	build	collections	with	a	common	theme:	These	Raise	a	Reader	Sets	are	a	great	place	to	start!		8.	Let	your	kids	choose:	Give	your
children	(and	especially	adolescents)	the	chance	to	choose	the	books	they	read.	If	they	aren’t	engaged,	reading	will	become	a	chore	rather	than	a	cherished	practice.	Here	are	best	sellers	to	get	started	with!	9.	Partner	up:	You	and	your	kids	can	partner	up	to	read	in	a	very	similar	way	to	how	students	might	normally	read	in	the	classroom.	Ask	a
question	at	the	end	of	each	page	and	have	a	conversation	with	your	child	—	this	"extra-textual"	discussion	time	is	important	for	building	vocabulary	and	reading	comprehension.	Read	one	page	and	then	invite	your	child	to	read	the	next,	progressing	in	small	chunks	together.		10.	Put	on	a	reading	theater:	A	beloved	classroom	practice,	this	approach
also	works	well	at	home.	Assign	roles	to	get	the	entire	family	involved	in	a	book.	Someone	can	play	stage	director,	while	others	take	the	role	of	a	specific	character	or	characters.	As	everyone	reads,	it’s	important	to	have	them	really	get	into	the	roles	and	act	them	out.		Shop	parent	favorites	for	every	age	below	to	get	started!	You	can	find	all	books	and
activities	at	The	Scholastic	Store.		For	more	tips	on	finding	books	at	the	right	level	for	your	child,	visit	our	guide	on	reading	levels	for	kids.	You'll	find	book	recomendations	and	helpful	advice	and	insights,	including	even	more	teacher	tips	for	struggling	readers.		This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links.	By	clicking	on	any	of	the	links	below,	I	may	get	a
commission	if	you	make	a	purchase	at	absolutely	no	additional	charge	to	you.	This	helps	offset	the	costs	of	running	this	blog	&	I	appreciate	your	support.	Please	see	my	privacy	&	disclosure	policy	for	more.	Improving	your	kids’	reading	skills	may	seem	challenging,	but	it	doesn’t	have	to	be.	Reading	is	a	fundamental	aspect	of	life,	so	it	is	important	that
we	teach	and	encourage	our	children	to	learn	to	read	as	early	on	if	life	as	possible.	As	parents,	we	have	to	play	a	big	role	in	helping	our	children	develop	their	literacy	skills	which	in	turn	will	help	them	be	proficient	readers.	Some	of	the	best	ways	to	teach	your	kids	to	read,	as	well	as	improve	reading	skills	are:	Use	songs	and	nursery	rhymes	to	build
phonemic	awareness	Children’s	songs	and	nursery	rhymes	are	a	lot	of	fun	and	they	can	help	kids	improve	reading	skills.	When	you	sing	and	read	rhyming	books	with	your	kids,	they	are	learning	the	syllables	and	sounds	in	words.	You	can	try	this	with	your	kids	by	clapping	rhythmically	together	while	you	recite	songs.	This	method	will	help	you	to	bond
with	your	kids	while	also	helping	your	kids	to	develop	their	literacy	skills	which	will	in	turn	lead	to	reading	success.	42	Of	The	Best	Multicultural	Christmas	Books	For	Kids	Read	books	aloud	to	your	child	Teaching	a	child	how	to	read	can	start	from	when	you’re	pregnant	and	into	infancy	and	beyond.	If	possible,	it	is	best	to	start	this	process	when	you
are	pregnant,	and	then	follow	through	with	your	newborn	and	continue	to	read	to	your	children	as	they	grow,	even	after	they	have	learned	to	read	on	their	own.	This	will	help	your	children	develop	a	deep	love	for	books	from	a	young	age	and	improve	their	reading	skills.	A	predictor	of	reading	success	in	school-aged	kids	is	the	enjoyment	they	get	while
reading,	and	if	they	can	learn	to	love	books	when	they	are	young,	it	will	aid	in	improving	reading	skills.	Be	creative	with	storytelling	and	comprehension	activities	A	perfect	way	to	improve	reading	skills	in	kids	is	by	trying	to	create	imaginative	literacy	projects	which	are	based	on	the	books	that	your	kids	have	read	or	books	that	your	have	read	to	your
kids.	You	can	have	your	kids	draw	a	picture	of	what	the	story	was	about	it.	If	you	want	to	make	this	a	project,	you	can	turn	these	drawings	into	a	book	filled	with	their	very	own	illustrations	including	text	underneath	each	illustration	of	what	is	going	on	in	the	picture.	Another	great	activity	is	to	start	reading	a	book	to	your	kids	and	then	ask	them	to
predict	what	will	happen	next.	Creativity	gets	kids	minds	going	and	plays	a	big	role	when	you	want	to	improve	reading	skills	in	kids.	30	Children’s	Books	That	Teach	Kids	About	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	Get	a	library	card	If	you	have	kids	who	already	love	reading	and	want	to	improve	their	reading	skills	by	reading	new	books,	then	a	library	card	is	your
best	friend.	Books	can	get	very	expensive,	and	it	isn’t	feasible	to	buy	new	books	every	week.	However,	it	is	feasible	to	head	to	the	library	and	check	out	several	books	each	week.	Encouraging	your	children	to	love	libraries	and	everything	it	has	to	offer,	can	greatly	improve	reading	skills	in	your	kids.	Include	technology	Things	are	changing,	the	world
is	evolving,	and	although	books	are	amazing	and	the	best	way	to	read,	e-books	are	also	another	great	way	to	read	the	books	you	love.	Some	kids	may	prefer	reading	e-books,	so	make	sure	to	include	that	when	trying	to	improve	their	reading	skills.	There	are	also	reading	games	online	as	well	as	reading	apps	on	tablets	that	your	kids	will	enjoy	that	will
greatly	improve	reading	skills.	Choose	age-appropriate	books	A	big	part	of	being	able	to	improve	reading	skills	in	kids	is	helping	them	choose	age-appropriate	books.	If	a	child	is	reading	a	book	that	is	too	advanced	for	them,	they	may	get	discouraged	and	stop	reading,	or	if	the	book	is	below	their	level,	they	may	easily	get	bored.	Make	sure	to	not	only
help	them	choose	age	appropriate	books,	but	to	also	help	them	pick	books	on	tropic	that	they	enjoy	reading	about.	You	can	also	try	to	expose	them	to	a	wide	variety	of	option	taking	them	to	the	library	or	e-readers	which	provides	a	lot	of	option.	Give	them	the	chance	to	choose	what	to	read	The	best	way	to	improve	reading	skills	in	kids	is	to	allow	them
to	choose	the	books	that	they	want	to	read.	This	will	make	reading	fun	to	them	and	can	also	boost	their	love	for	books	in	the	long	run.	This	method	will	make	them	more	engaged	in	what	they	are	reading	and	help	them	to	retain	more	information.	Try	out	fun	activities	There	are	many	fun	reading	activities	that	you	can	do	with	your	kids	to	improve
reading	skills.	One	of	the	best	ways	is	to	just	grab	supplies	around	your	house	and	just	make	it	a	game	to	sound	out	the	words,	learn	the	words	and	then	spell	out	the	words.	This	game	is	a	hit	in	our	home.	Organize	a	reading	competition	Another	fun	way	to	improve	reading	skills	in	kids	is	by	organizing	a	reading	competition.	Kids	love	to	compete	so
this	is	a	great	way	to	get	them	motivated.	You	can	do	this	by	challenging	your	kids	to	be	creative	with	their	reading	as	well	as	include	an	incentive	for	the	winner	of	the	competition.	The	kids	who	reads	the	most	books	gets	a	prize	or	a	special	treat.	Read	to	your	kids	every	day	Reading	to	children	often	will	not	only	help	your	kids	be	better	at
comprehension,	it	will	also	help	the	better	recognize	words	and	also	how	these	words	sound.	Reading	to	your	children	is	a	great	way	to	bond	with	them,	and	aid	in	their	language	development.	When	children	listen	to	someone	read	to	them,	they	are	also	able	to	assimilate	strong	language	skills.	The	Best	Travel	Books	That	Will	Ignite	Wanderlust	In
Your	Kids	Reading	is	a	fundamental	skill	that	plays	a	crucial	role	in	our	personal	and	professional	development.	It	opens	up	a	world	of	information	and	imagination	while	enhancing	our	understanding	of	diverse	subjects.	However,	improving	reading	comprehension	can	sometimes	feel	overwhelming.	This	blog	post	is	designed	to	help	you	understand
the	core	components	of	reading	comprehension,	provide	actionable	tips	on	enhancing	your	skills,	and	offer	insights	for	parents	to	encourage	reading	habits	at	home.	By	the	end	of	this	article,	you’ll	have	a	comprehensive	guide	filled	with	practical	steps	to	improve	your	reading	abilities	and	foster	a	lifelong	love	for	reading.	What	is	reading
comprehension	and	why	is	it	important?	Reading	comprehension	involves	the	process	of	understanding,	interpreting,	and	making	meaning	from	written	text.	It	goes	beyond	simply	reading	words;	it	requires	the	reader	to	combine	their	prior	knowledge	and	vocabulary	with	the	text’s	content	to	grasp	the	overall	message.	Reading	comprehension	is	vital
because	it	allows	individuals	to	derive	meaning	from	texts	and	educational	materials,	enhancing	learning	and	communication	abilities.	Without	strong	reading	comprehension	skills,	individuals	may	struggle	to	keep	up	with	academic	demands	or	miss	out	on	valuable	information	in	their	personal	and	professional	lives.	Effective	comprehension	is
essential	for	critical	thinking,	problem-solving,	and	informed	decision-making,	making	it	an	indispensable	skill	in	today’s	world.	Two	core	components	of	comprehension	Vocabulary	knowledge	Vocabulary	knowledge	is	a	critical	element	of	reading	comprehension.	A	broader	vocabulary	allows	readers	to	understand	and	interpret	the	text	accurately.
When	readers	encounter	unknown	words,	it	can	disrupt	their	understanding	and	flow,	making	it	essential	to	continually	build	a	robust	vocabulary.	Practical	strategies	for	enhancing	vocabulary	include	reading	diverse	materials,	using	flashcards,	and	employing	context	clues	to	decipher	unfamiliar	words.	Furthermore,	using	a	vocabulary	journal	to	jot
down	new	words	and	their	meanings	can	help	reinforce	and	expand	your	lexicon.	Embracing	a	habit	of	inquisitiveness	and	seeking	to	understand	every	new	word	you	come	across	will	significantly	improve	your	comprehension	skills	over	time.	Text	comprehension	Text	comprehension	refers	to	the	ability	to	understand	and	make	meaning	from	a
passage	of	text.	It	involves	several	processes,	such	as	summarizing	the	main	ideas,	identifying	essential	details,	and	making	inferences	based	on	the	given	information.	Achieving	text	comprehension	necessitates	active	engagement	with	the	material,	including	asking	questions,	making	connections	to	existing	knowledge,	and	visualizing	concepts.
Developing	text	comprehension	skills	entails	practicing	these	techniques	consistently.	Regularly	engaging	with	complex	texts	and	varied	genres	will	help	hone	your	ability	to	comprehend	and	interpret	written	material	more	accurately	and	deeply.	11	Ways	to	improve	reading	comprehension	skills	1.	Build	on	existing	knowledge	Leveraging	your
existing	knowledge	and	connecting	it	to	new	information	is	a	powerful	way	to	enhance	reading	comprehension.	Before	diving	into	a	new	text,	consider	what	you	already	know	about	the	subject.	This	contextual	background	will	provide	a	framework	for	understanding	new	information	and	assist	in	integrating	it	with	what	you	know.	Additionally,
engaging	with	materials	related	to	your	interests	or	areas	of	expertise	can	make	comprehension	more	intuitive	and	enjoyable.	The	familiarity	and	interest	in	the	subject	matter	can	drive	motivation	and	lead	to	deeper	understanding.	2.	Identify	and	summarize	key	ideas	Identifying	and	summarizing	key	ideas	within	a	text	is	an	effective	strategy	to
improve	comprehension.	Start	by	pinpointing	the	main	points	and	essential	details	of	each	paragraph	or	section.	This	method	assists	in	focusing	on	the	critical	elements	while	filtering	out	extraneous	information.	Once	the	key	ideas	are	identified,	practice	summarizing	them	in	your	own	words.	Summarization	reinforces	understanding	and	retention,
ensuring	you	have	grasped	the	material	thoroughly.	This	technique	can	also	be	helpful	for	reviewing	content	and	preparing	for	exams	or	discussions.	3.	Use	online	resources	There	are	a	plethora	of	online	resources	available	to	aid	in	reading	comprehension.	Websites,	apps,	and	video	tutorials	offer	interactive	and	engaging	ways	to	improve	your	skills.
Platforms	such	as	Grammarly,	Khan	Academy,	and	Coursera	provide	valuable	tools	and	courses	focused	on	reading	and	comprehension	strategies.	Additionally,	e-readers	and	digital	libraries	offer	features	like	built-in	dictionaries	and	annotation	tools,	making	it	easier	to	look	up	unfamiliar	words	and	take	notes	as	you	read.	Utilizing	these	resources
can	provide	varied	and	enriching	experiences	to	bolster	your	reading	comprehension.	4.	Use	visual	aids	Visual	aids,	such	as	charts,	graphs,	and	diagrams,	can	significantly	enhance	comprehension	by	providing	a	visual	representation	of	the	text’s	content.	These	tools	help	break	down	complex	information	into	more	manageable	chunks	and	can	aid	in
visualizing	relationships	between	ideas.	For	more	visual	learners,	creating	mind	maps	or	concept	maps	while	reading	can	also	be	beneficial.	These	visual	organizers	allow	you	to	see	the	connections	between	various	elements	of	the	text,	promoting	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	material.	5.	Develop	vocabulary	skills	Building	a	strong	vocabulary	is
integral	to	improving	reading	comprehension.	Regular	exposure	to	varying	forms	of	literature	and	academic	texts	will	naturally	introduce	new	words	into	your	lexicon.	Engage	with	practice	exercises,	such	as	word	games,	crossword	puzzles,	and	vocabulary	apps,	to	make	learning	new	words	fun	and	effective.	Another	useful	method	is	to	keep	a
vocabulary	notebook	where	you	note	unfamiliar	words	encountered	during	reading,	along	with	their	definitions	and	example	sentences.	Reviewing	this	notebook	regularly	will	reinforce	these	new	words	in	your	memory.	See	also		Mastering	the	Art	of	Holding	a	Book:	A	Simple	Guide	6.	Implement	thinking	strategies	Thinking	strategies,	such	as
questioning,	predicting,	and	clarifying,	can	significantly	improve	comprehension.	While	reading,	ask	yourself	questions	about	the	text	to	engage	more	deeply	with	its	content.	Predicting	what	will	happen	next	or	what	the	text	will	discuss	keeps	your	mind	active	and	involved.	When	confronted	with	challenging	sections,	take	the	time	to	clarify	by
rereading	or	considering	the	context	to	understand	better.	Employing	these	strategies	ensures	active	participation	and	facilitates	a	more	profound	understanding	of	the	material.	7.	Create	question	and	answer	scenarios	Creating	question	and	answer	scenarios	for	the	text	you	read	is	another	powerful	way	to	enhance	comprehension.	Formulate
questions	about	the	content,	themes,	and	main	ideas	and	answer	them	based	on	your	understanding.	This	practice	encourages	critical	thinking	and	retention	of	the	material.	Additionally,	discussing	these	questions	with	peers	or	in	study	groups	can	provide	diverse	perspectives	and	deepen	your	understanding.	Sharing	interpretations	and	answering
others’	questions	stimulates	collaborative	learning	and	enriches	comprehension.	8.	Encourage	reciprocal	teaching	Reciprocal	teaching	involves	a	collaborative	approach	where	readers	take	turns	summarizing,	questioning,	clarifying,	and	predicting	portions	of	the	text.	This	method	allows	for	multiple	perspectives,	fostering	a	deeper	and	more	nuanced
understanding.	In	educational	or	group	settings,	encourage	peers	or	students	to	engage	in	reciprocal	teaching	practices.	This	approach	not	only	improves	individual	comprehension	but	also	creates	a	supportive	learning	environment	where	participants	learn	from	each	other.	9.	Use	summarizing	techniques	Summarizing	techniques	are	essential	for
distilling	the	main	points	and	key	ideas	from	a	text.	After	reading,	practice	writing	a	brief	summary	that	captures	the	essence	of	the	material	without	extraneous	details.	This	exercise	forces	the	reader	to	identify	and	focus	on	the	most	critical	aspects	of	the	text.	Moreover,	summarizing	helps	consolidate	your	understanding	and	makes	it	easier	to	recall
information	later.	Summarization	can	be	particularly	useful	when	preparing	for	exams	or	creating	study	guides.	10.	Ask	students	to	make	predictions	Encouraging	students	to	make	predictions	about	the	content	or	outcomes	of	a	text	can	significantly	enhance	engagement	and	comprehension.	Predicting	requires	the	reader	to	actively	think	ahead	and
consider	the	direction	of	the	narrative	or	argument.	After	making	predictions,	readers	can	verify	their	accuracy	as	they	continue	reading,	which	creates	a	dynamic	and	interactive	reading	experience.	This	practice	not	only	improves	comprehension	but	also	makes	the	reading	process	more	enjoyable	and	immersive.	11.	Try	making	inferences	Making
inferences	involves	reading	between	the	lines	and	drawing	conclusions	based	on	the	information	provided	and	prior	knowledge.	This	skill	is	crucial	for	deep	comprehension,	as	it	requires	the	reader	to	connect	implicit	ideas	and	themes	within	the	text.	Practicing	inference-making	entails	paying	close	attention	to	context	clues	and	details	that	may	not
be	explicitly	stated.	Developing	this	skill	enhances	critical	thinking	and	allows	for	a	richer	interpretation	of	the	material.	How	parents	can	encourage	reading	comprehension	at	home	1.	Read	aloud	with	your	children	Reading	aloud	with	your	children	is	a	wonderful	way	to	foster	a	love	for	reading	and	improve	comprehension	skills.	This	activity	allows
parents	to	model	fluent	reading	and	expressiveness,	making	the	text	more	engaging	for	young	readers.	Discussing	the	story	as	you	read	aloud	also	encourages	active	listening	and	critical	thinking.	Ask	your	children	to	predict	what	might	happen	next	or	explain	what	they	think	about	certain	events	and	characters.	See	also		Mastering	the	Art	of
Reading:	A	Self-Guide	2.	Buy	or	borrow	books	at	the	right	reading	level	Ensuring	that	children	have	access	to	books	at	the	appropriate	reading	level	is	crucial	for	maintaining	their	interest	and	encouraging	progress.	Books	that	are	too	difficult	can	be	frustrating,	while	those	that	are	too	easy	may	not	challenge	them	sufficiently.	Utilize	resources	like



reading	level	assessments	and	recommendations	from	teachers	or	librarians	to	select	books	that	match	your	child’s	reading	ability.	Providing	a	diverse	selection	of	genres	and	topics	can	also	spark	curiosity	and	motivate	regular	reading.	3.	Discuss	what	your	child	is	reading	Engage	in	discussions	about	what	your	child	is	reading	to	help	reinforce
comprehension.	Ask	open-ended	questions	about	the	story,	characters,	and	their	thoughts	on	the	book’s	themes	and	messages.	Encouraging	your	child	to	summarize	and	explain	the	content	in	their	own	words	improves	their	understanding	and	retention.	By	showing	genuine	interest	and	enthusiasm	in	their	reading	materials,	parents	can	create	a
positive	and	supportive	environment	that	values	reading	as	a	meaningful	activity.	4.	Check	out	online	reading	programs	Numerous	online	reading	programs	are	designed	to	enhance	reading	comprehension	skills	for	children	of	all	ages.	Platforms	such	as	Reading	Rockets,	ABCmouse,	and	Starfall	offer	interactive	and	engaging	activities	that	promote
literacy	development.	These	programs	often	include	games,	quizzes,	and	progress	tracking	to	make	reading	practice	enjoyable	and	effective.	Incorporating	technology	into	the	learning	process	can	provide	a	dynamic	and	varied	approach	to	improving	reading	skills.	5.	Try	game-based	learning	Game-based	learning	can	be	an	exciting	way	to	build
reading	comprehension	skills.	Educational	games	focused	on	vocabulary,	sentence	structure,	and	story	sequencing	can	make	learning	feel	like	play.	Games	encourage	active	participation	and	can	be	a	fun	way	to	practice	reading	strategies	and	reinforcement.	In	addition,	board	games	or	card	games	that	involve	reading	instructions,	drawing
conclusions,	or	making	inferences	can	also	contribute	to	enhancing	comprehension	skills	in	a	playful	setting.	6.	Ask	their	teacher	Teachers	are	valuable	resources	in	understanding	and	supporting	your	child’s	reading	development.	Discussing	your	child’s	progress	and	any	specific	challenges	with	their	teacher	can	provide	insights	and	targeted
strategies	to	improve	comprehension.	Teachers	can	recommend	books,	share	methods	used	in	class,	and	suggest	additional	activities	to	practice	at	home.	Collaborating	with	educators	ensures	a	cohesive	approach	to	fostering	your	child’s	reading	skills.	Reinforce	with	continual	learning	and	encouragement	Continual	learning	and	encouragement	are
key	to	sustaining	reading	comprehension	improvements.	Celebrate	achievements,	no	matter	how	small,	to	motivate	ongoing	effort	and	interest	in	reading.	Encourage	curiosity	and	exploration	through	diverse	and	engaging	reading	materials,	and	support	the	development	of	critical	thinking	and	comprehension	skills.	Maintaining	a	growth	mindset,
where	challenges	are	seen	as	opportunities	for	learning,	will	play	a	significant	role	in	long-term	success.	By	incorporating	these	strategies	and	techniques	into	your	reading	habits,	you	will	not	only	improve	your	comprehension	skills	but	also	cultivate	a	lasting	love	for	reading	that	enriches	your	personal	and	professional	life.	Section	Key	Points	What	is
reading	comprehension	and	why	is	it	important?	Understanding	written	text,	critical	for	learning	and	decision-making.	Two	core	components	of	comprehension	Vocabulary	knowledge	and	text	comprehension.	11	Ways	to	improve	reading	comprehension	skills	Building	existing	knowledge,	summarizing	key	ideas,	using	resources,	developing
vocabulary,	and	more.	How	parents	can	encourage	reading	comprehension	at	home	Reading	aloud,	choosing	the	right	books,	discussing	reading	material,	utilizing	online	programs,	game-based	learning,	consulting	teachers.	Reinforce	with	continual	learning	and	encouragement	Motivation,	diverse	materials,	and	a	growth	mindset	are	essential	for
sustained	improvement.


