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# A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z At InvestingAnswers, all of our content is verified for accuracy by Paul Tracy and our team of certified financial experts. We pride ourselves on quality, research, and transparency, and we value your feedback. Below you'll find answers to some of the most common reader
questions about Abacus. If you have a question about Abacus, then please ask Paul. Ask a question Facebook Don't Know a Financial Term? “The Fossil Abacus AU4002 makes itself standout as a solid contender for the right to be a source of mobile information delivery.” Great variety of information available; good battery life; affordable
Somewhat bulky; service could be expensive to some; stiff buttons The days of Dick Tracy are alive and well with watches like Fossil’s Abacus AU4002. With information delivered throughout the day via MSN Direct, the AU4002 serves as a time keeping piece which keeps you current on news, weather, stocks and other data which may
serve some purpose in your life. The watch itself runs $129, with service plans ranging from $39.95 a year and up. The physical characteristics make the AU4002 a little too geek-chic looking for some, but the information you can get from it helps to offset that. Introduction Microsoft’s attempts to get into every nook and cranny of our busy
lives have produced some great hits and bad flops over the years. Remember Bob? One of their more recent endeavors is the MSN Direct service (powered by SPOT, also known as Smart Personal Objects Technology), which uses a large ranging network (in metropolitan areas only) based upon FM broadcast signals to reach customers
with weather, news, stock quotes, movie times and other information which is perhaps relevant to your life. The device by which this information is delivered is a specialized watch produced in conjunction with well known watch makers such as Swatch, Fossil and Suunto. In this particular review, we shall focus on Fossil’s Abacus brand of
smart watches, specifically the AU4002. This take on the MSN Direct Smart Watch is currently retailing at $129 and has been in the market since late October of last year. The Abacus Smart Watch AU4002 has its antenna in the leather band. First Impressions and Setup Out of the box, the Abacus AU4002 takes me back to the days of
dreams of television watches on my wrist while in high school. While this particular model is reportedly less geeky looking then the previous generation, it still definitely sports that “I have a scientific watch on my wrist” type of feeling. The AU4002 measures 1.8″ x 1.5″ x 0.5″ and weighs approximately three ounces. The watch sports a
leather band which has a nice design and also integrates the antenna. The clasp is functional, providing an easy snap on your wrist approach which is adjustable for different sizes. The face of the AU4002 is where all of the action happens. Five buttons (two on the left side and  three on the right) provide all of the control: turning on the
backlight, changing channels of information, navigating from one screen to another and entering into more detailed modes. The LCD, perhaps owing to the “geek chic” look of the watch, is just large enough to be easy to read. Initially, the watch needs to be charged before being of any functional use. This is done by placing it on a charging
unit which has an arm that swings up in some bizarre design idea. Charging is done through direct connection of the watch to the flat of the arm specific to a diagram which outlines how the buttons should be aligned. Speaking of the buttons, they were extremely difficult to use at first. The watch, after charged, was in a “sleep” mode which
required three of the five buttons to be pressed at the same time to wake it up. The buttons were very stiff, perhaps owing to the newness of the AU4002. After several somewhat frustrating attempts, the watch finally awoke. Once past this issue, setup of the watch to receive its channels of information was relatively painless. A visit to the
MSN Direct website provided easy to follow instructions which required getting the watch’s ID from the “Register!” screen, inputting it, selecting a payment plan ($39.95 a year plus taxes for channels only, $59.95 a year or $9.95 a month plus taxes for channels and Outlook synchronization) and inputting personal information including a
valid credit card. While MSN Direct is busy activating your service, you can walk through the personalization of your channels. The channels at the time of the review were as follows: Glance: Allows scrollable scanning of headlines from other channels without the need to visit that channel on the watch. Messages: Receive one way
messages from MSN Messenger contacts. Weather: Local, national and international conditions and temperatures. News: Top, business, international, technology, sports, entertainment, weather, local and health stories. Also an option to receive breaking news alerts. Stocks: Quotes for up to 15 companies. Calendar: One way
synchronization (for those who pay the $59.95 a year plan) of appointments from Outlook via a special application which you install and download. Watch Faces: Selectable digital faces which are mainly seasonal. Sports: Game times, scores, and standings for selected college and professional teams across several sports. Daily
Diversions: Random facts and trivia. Horoscopes: Daily. Lottery: Numbers local to your state. Movies: Showtimes for local theatres.  Each channel, and the information options available to it, takes up a certain number of “blocks” of memory on the watch. With the AU4002, 1000 of these blocks were available which, for the average
information hound, should be plenty. A nice feature for setup in this area was that the MSN Direct service helped you keep track online of how much free memory your watch had. Usage and Operation With the watch strapped on and receiving information over the course of several hours (reception strength and time varies upon where
you are wandering – inside or outside – and the amount of data you are pulling down), I proceeded out into the world. The AU4002 was generally comfortable, not slipping or rubbing as I walked, but definitely feeling a little bulky. It drew comments from several of my friends when showed off, which were mainly of the “Hey, It’s Dick Tracy”
vein. Funny jabs turned to sounds of awe as sports scores and news of the day were read aloud. Navigating between each of these channels was relatively easy after a quick memorization of the watch’s functionalities. The primary channel button moved me through the main channels (certain channels have secondary options which first
appear when you hit the channel button as well) while other buttons allowed me to navigate through headlines and proceed deeper in to read the summaries (full stories are not downloaded, which I suppose is a storage saving feature). After double checking my next appointment which had been downloaded from Outlook to MSN Direct
and on to my watch, a quick flick of several buttons brought me to reading about the hockey lockout and the Iraqi elections. As the weather started to change foul, a flip to the related channel showed me the near current temperature (all the information is fairly close to real time, providing you are in a local metropolitan coverage zone in the
United States or Canada) and the fact it was due to rain. Outside of the realm of a mobile information provider, the AU4002 also has some other neat features. Time keeping is extremely accurate owing to the fact this watch has an atomic clock feature and is automatically updated. Multiple watch faces are supported, with the ability to
download up to two more. There is also a stopwatch which can record up to 99 laps, dual alarms and timer. In terms of battery life, Fossil estimated at least two days of operating time under normal conditions. The amount of actual time I found could last up to four days, depending upon how you manage factors which impact battery drain.
Recommendations to stretch your watch’s functionality between charges are included in the manual and basically put the responsibility on you for keeping track of battery life through the information selection of your watch’s settings (a notification icon luckily appears at around 30 percent of remaining battery life if you aren’t paying
attention). Watch Faces The Abacus Smart Watch comes with the following watch faces.  You can add additional watch faces using the Watch Face channel.     Conclusions The Fossil Abacus AU4002 makes itself standout as a solid contender for the right to be a source of mobile information delivery. The price tag of the watch itself is
not too steep, though the cost of the yearly or monthly service (especially with regards to the Outlook expansion option) might make some raise their eyebrows at the need to pay additional fees. The physical look may turn off some as well because, despite Fossil’s best efforts at making the AU4002 look chic, it still maintains a high geek
factor. For those who don’t mind this, the AU4002 may find its way to their wrist quite often for its interesting variety of channels. Editors' Recommendations When it comes to teaching first-grade students the common core standards of mathematics, there's no better way to practice than with worksheets geared toward repeatedly applying
the same basic concepts such as counting, adding and subtracting without carrying, word problems, telling time, and calculating currency. As young mathematicians progress through their early education, they will be expected to demonstrate comprehension of these basic skills, so it's important for teachers to be able to gauge their
students' aptitudes in the subject by administering quizzes, working one on one with each student, and by sending them home with worksheets like the ones below to practice on their own or with their parent. However, in some cases, students may require additional attention or explanation beyond what worksheets alone can offer—for this
reason, teachers should also prepare demonstrations in class to help guide students through the coursework. When working with first-grade students, it's important to start from where they understand and work your way up, ensuring that each students masters each concept individually before moving on to the next topic. Click on the links
in the rest of the article to discover worksheets for each of the topics addressed. One of the first things first graders have to master is the concept of counting to 20, which will help them quickly count beyond those basic numbers and begin to understand the 100s and 1000s by the time they reach the second grade. Assigning worksheets
like "Order the Numbers to 50" will help teachers assess whether or not a student fully grasps the number line. Additionally, students will be expected to recognize number patterns and should practice their skills in counting by 2s, counting by 5s, and counting by 10s and identifying whether a number is greater than or less than to 20, and
be able to parse out mathematical equations from word problems like these, which may include ordinal numbers up to 10 In terms of practical math skills, the first grade is also an important time to ensure students understand how to tell time on a clock face and how to count U.S. coins up to 50 cents. These skills will be essential as
students begin to apply two-digit addition and subtraction in the second grade. First-grade math students will be introduced to basic addition and subtraction, oftentimes in the form of word problems, over the course of the year, meaning they will be expected to add up to 20 and subtract numbers below fifteen, both of which won't require
the students to re-group or "carry the one." These concepts are easiest understood through tactile demonstration such as number blocks or tiles or through illustration or example such as showing the class a pile of 15 bananas and taking away four of them, then asking the students to calculate then count the remaining bananas. This
simple display of subtraction will help guide students through the process of early arithmetic, which can be additionally aided by these subtraction facts to 10. Students will also be expected to demonstrate a comprehension of addition, through completing word problems that feature addition sentences up to 10, and worksheets like "
Adding to 10," " Adding to 15, " and "Adding to 20" will help teachers gauge students' comprehension of the basics of simple addition. First-grade teachers may also introduce their students to a base-level knowledge of fractions, geometric shapes, and mathematical patterns, though none of them are required course material until the
second and third grades. Check out "Understanding 1/2," this "Shape Book," and these additional 10 Geometry worksheets for late Kindergarten and Grade 1. When working with first-grade students, it's important to start from where they are. It is also important to focus on thinking concepts. For instance, think about this word problem: A
man has 10 balloons and the wind blew 4 away. How many are left? Here's another way to ask the question: A man was holding some balloons and the wind blew 4 away. He only has 6 balloons left, how many did he start with? Too often we ask questions where the unknown is at the end of the question, but the unknown can also be put
at the beginning of the question. Explore more concepts in these extra worksheets: Subtraction is a key skill to learn for young students. But, it can be a challenging skill to master. Some children will require manipulatives such as number lines, counters, small blocks, pennies, or even candy such as gummies or M&Ms. Regardless of the
manipulatives they might use, young students will need lots of practice to master any math skill. Use the following free printables, which provide subtraction problems up to the number 20, to help students get the practice they need. D.Russell Print the PDF: Worksheet No. 1 In this printable, students will learn basic math facts answering
questions using numbers up to 20. Students can work the problems on the paper and write the answers just below each problem. Note that some of these problems do require borrowing, so be sure to review that skill before handing out the worksheets. D.Russell Print PDF: Worksheet No. 2 This printable gives students further practice
solving subtraction problems using numbers up to 20. Students can work the problems on the paper and write the answers just below each problem. If students are struggling, use various manipulatives—pennies, small blocks, or even small pieces of candy. D.Russell Print the PDF: Worksheet No. 3 In this printable, students continue to
answer subtraction questions using numbers up to 20 and noting their answers just below each problem. Take the opportunity, here, to go over a few of the problems on the board together with the entire class. Explain that borrowing and carrying in math are known as regrouping.  D.Russell Print the PDF: Worksheet No. 4 In this printable,
students continue to work basic subtraction problems and fill in their answers below each problem. Consider using pennies to teach the concept. Give each student 20 pennies; have them count out the number of pennies listed in the "minuend," the top number in a subtraction problem. Then, have them count out the number of pennies
listed in the "subtrahend," the bottom number in a subtraction problem. This is a quick way to help students learn by counting real objects. D.Russell Print the PDF: Worksheet No. 5 Using this worksheet, teach subtraction skills by using gross-motor learning, where students actually stand up and walk around to learn the concept. If your
class is large enough, have students stand at their desks. Count the number of students in the minuend, and have them come to the front of the room, such as "14." Then, count the number of students in the subtrahend—"6" in the case of one of the problems on the worksheet—and have them sit down. This provides a good visual way to
show students that the answer to this subtraction problem would be eight. D.Russell Print the PDF: Worksheet No. 6 Before students begin to work the subtraction problems on this printable, explain to them that you'll give them one minute in which to work the problems. Offer a small prize to the student who gets the most answers correct
within the timeframe. Then, start your stopwatch and let the student loose on the problems. Competition and deadlines can be good motivational tools for learning. D.Russell Print the PDF: Worksheet No. 7 To complete this worksheet, have students work independently. Give them a set time—perhaps five or 10 minutes—to complete the
worksheet. Collect the worksheets, and when the students have gone home correct them. Use this kind of formative assessment to see how well students are mastering the concept, and adjust your strategies for teaching subtraction if needed. D.Russell Print the PDF: Worksheet No 8 In this printable, students will continue to learn basic
math facts answering questions using numbers up to 20. Since the students have been practicing the skill for a while, use this and the subsequent worksheets as time-fillers. If students complete some other math work early, give them this worksheet to see how they perform. D.Russell Print the PDF: Worksheet No. 9 Consider assigning
this printable as homework. Practicing basic math skills, such as subtraction and addition, is a good way for young students to master the concept. Tell students to use manipulative they might have at home, such as change, marbles, or small blocks, to help them complete the problems. D.Russell Print the PDF: Worksheet No. 10 As you
wrap up your unit on subtracting numbers up to 20, have students complete this worksheet independently. Have students swap worksheets when they are done, and grade their neighbor's work as you post the answers on the board. This saves you hours of grading time after school. Collect the graded papers so you can see how well the
students have mastered the concept. Find more math practice for your first graders with these word problem worksheets.
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