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Examples of kennings

illustration of dog in snow with kenning meaning and examples Olha Khorimarko / iStock / Getty Images Plus / via Getty created by YourDictionary Used under Getty Images license The Anglo-Saxon and Old Norse traditions have a word for a compound expression with a metaphorical meaning: kenning. Simply put, in poetry, a kenning is when you
take two words and combine them as a mild translation or metaphor for something else.So, as you’'re sitting by the fire one night, enjoying an anthology of Scandinavian poetry, you might come across poem about five brave men aboard a wave-floater (a ship). Kennings were often used to describe everyday people, animals, and objects.To no surprise,
they were used to brighten up an author’s prose. Why say “a ship” when you can use something more illustrious like “wave floater”? Let’s enjoy further examples of kenning. Similar to how we incorporate similes and metaphors in our prose, kennings can provide an added layer of intrigue and beauty. Let’s take a look at some modern expressions that
have their roots in kennings. Ankle biter = a very young childBean counter = a bookkeeper or accountantBookworm = someone who reads a lotBrown noser = a person who does anything to gain approvalFender bender = a car accidentFirst Lady - the wife of the presidentFour-eyes = someone who wears glassesHead twister = an owlHot potato =
something no one wantsMind reader = a person who knows what you are thinkingMotor mouth = a person who talks a lot and/or quicklyPencil pusher = a person with a clerical jobPigskin = a footballPostman chaser = a dogRugrat = a toddler or crawling babyShowstopper = a performance receiving long applauseTree hugger = an
environmentalistTree swinger = a monkeyTummy slider = a penguin The next time you’re calling your little niece or nephew an “ankle biter,” know you have something in common with the Vikings of long ago. Given its origins in poetry, let’s take a look at two poetic samples of kennings in action. Anytime we create a two-word construct for a singular
noun, we’'re approaching kenning territory. Take a look at this sample children’s poem from Bic Kids, made almost entirely of kennings: a worm-eatera nest-makera cushion-fillera seed-munchera fish-guzzlera fast-fliera cat-escapera tree-liveran acrobatic-glideran adventurous-swoopera tweeting-singerPut these together,I’'m a bird! Now, onto the
classics. The epic poem Beowulf is chock full of kennings. It’s penned by an unknown author, although we do know it has its origins in Anglo-Saxon literature. One of the most prominent scenes details Beowulf’s fight against the monster Grendel. Perhaps to fully illuminate it, the author leaned heavily on kennings to paint a graphic picture. Here are
some kennings pulled from that fight scene, as well as the rest of the epic poem: Battle-adorned = armed and armored (for battle)“Go to the bench now, battle-adorned.”Battle-gear = armor“‘Mid the battle-gear he saw a blade triumphant, old-sword of Eotens, with edge of proof, warriors’ heirloom, weapon unmatched.”Battle sweat = blood“That war-
sword then all burned, bright blade, when the blood gushes o’er it, battle-sweat hot; but the hilt I brought back from my foes.”Giver-of-rings = king“Ne’er heard I of host in haughtier throng more graciously gathered round giver-of-rings!”Light-of-battle = sword“But the warrior found the light-of-battle was loath to bite, to hard the heart.”Shepherd-of-
evils = Grendel“Soon then saw that shepherd-of-evils that never he met in this middle-world, in the ways of earth, another wight with heavier hand-gripe.”Heaven’s candle = the sun“Then blazed forth light. ‘Twas bright within as when from the sky there shines unclouded heaven’s candle.”Whale-path = sea or ocean“For he waxed under welkin, in
wealth he throve, till before him the folk, both far and near, who house by the whale-path, heard his mandate, gave him gifts: a good king he!” Nature and poetry have been lovers since the dawn of time. As such, you won’t be surprised to learn there are many kennings which relate to nature. Ancestor's watch = a stone circleBane of wood =
fireBoreas's burning = snow blindnessBranches of fjord, Wave-swine = shipDragon's bile = poisonFeather's fall = falling snowFrozen road = ice-covered riverGreen clearing = a shaman's gathering placeNorthern kiss = cold windRibs of Ull = skisSerpent's lair = goldShip of night = the moonSky's black cloak = nightfallSky candle = the sunThor's
laughter = thunderWeather of wolves = harsh winterWhite death = killed by an avalancheWind racers = horsesWinter's blanket = snowWinter spear = icicle The author of Beowulf turned to kennings for good reason. He wanted to describe the horrible loss of life and torturous scars of battle with bright imagery. Simple language would never do to
describe the horrors of war. As such, here are some battle kennings that might strike up a bold image. Battle metal = weaponsBlack song = war cryBlood ember = axeDew of slaughter = bloodFeeding the eagle = killing enemiesMind's worth = honorTraveling the Hell road = dyingWar needles = arrowsWeather of weapons = large-scale battle People
are, perhaps, the most baffling of all. The next time you’re trying to describe a complex character in your short story or poem consider creating a kenning. Here’s some inspiration to kick things off: Bear shirt = Norse warriorBringer of rings = chieftain or kingChildren of battle = soldiersFeller of life-webs = slayerFeeder of eagles/ravens =
warriorLord of laughter = composer, poetRing rich = a generous personRune caller = wizardSlayer of giants = ThorWolf's joint = wrist Then, of course, there are all the abstract components of life. We have our thoughts, emotions, fears, and wonderings that can’t be seen or touched. Still, that doesn’t preclude them from a clever kenning or two.
Draught of giants = sudden realizationForseti's failure = unjust decisionsMimir's warning = prophecy of doomUncut thread = destiny to be fulfilledWind of troll wives = thought Go for it! Be bold and add a clever kenning or two to your next body of work. It would be difficult to label a unique kenning a cliché. So, have some fun and insert one or two
in your next piece of literature or poem. For some inspiration, enjoy these examples of free verse poems. Then, let your hair down while you dip your latest poem in clever kennings from the past. Kenning represents a unique and evocative rhetorical device. It is a figurative phrase that describes something through compact and imaginative
metaphorical language. Kenning has been employed in Old Norse and Anglo-Saxon verse. Kennings add color, nuance and depth to the poetic works. This technique enables the writers to extend vivid mental images and symbolic associations through a linguistic form of synecdoche. A kenning is a metaphorical phrase used in place of a single concrete
noun. It is employed to describe or symbolize an object or concept. In poetry, Kenning is used to re-envision and re-frame the thing. This rhetorical device redefines the object through vivid metaphor and symbolic association. For example, instead of using the word “ocean”, a poet may employ a kenning like “whale’s road” to metaphorically refer to
the sea. Compact phrases like “sky candle” for the sun, “ring giver” for a generous lord, or “storm of swords” for battle are all examples of kennings reimagining concrete objects through figurative language. Kennings exhibit several distinguishing characteristics: Use of Compact Phrasing: Kennings are typically brief, two-word phrases rather than
full sentences or clauses. Their rhetorical power comes through condensed, pithy metaphorical language. Innovative Metaphorical Description: Kennings create vivid metaphorical associations between things that ingeniously redefine a noun through creative comparison. Symbolic Undertones: Well-crafted kennings go beyond simple description,
imbuing objects or concepts with symbolic significance through specific word choices and juxtapositions. Alliterative Sound Patterns: Many kennings take advantage of alliterative sounds to achieve musical and prompt effects, which are pleasing to the ear. Synecdochal Representation: Kennings utilize a rhetorical technique to describe something
through its relation to a figurative form of synecdoche. Kennings serve many key functions in literary and poetic works: Poetic Enrichment - They poetically embellish verse with creative metaphors. Kenning transforms everyday language into creative one. Memory Aid - The compact phrasing and alliteration of kennings help the poets to memorize
and recite oral poetry. Fresh Perspectives - Their innovative metaphors encourage imaginative leaps and new perspectives on ideas. Thematic Resonance - The symbolic word choices of kennings reinforce deeper themes and undertones. Artistic Density - They pack immense representational power into condensed phrasings. Audience Engagement -
Kennings imaginative wordplay captures the minds of the readers and emotions, which transports them into the artistic vision. Kennings provide evocative embellishment that goes beyond mere linguistic ornamentation. They are a powerful device for generating symbolic associations, transforming perceptions, aiding memory and engaging audiences
- all within the concise structures of compound phrases. Example#1 “And now my spirit twists out of my breast,my spirit out in the waterways,over the whale’s home it soars widely through all the corners of the world —it comes back to me eager and unsated.” In the above excerpt, the kenning “Whale’s home” has been used, which refers to the
ocean. This kenning is used to describe the sea as the dwelling place of whales. It emphasizes the speaker’s deep connection and longing for the vast and mysterious expanse of the sea. Example#2 “Often when one man’s fortune fails him after he has to mourn the loss of a gold-friend, a dear one...” Here, the kenning “Gold-friend” refers to a
generous lord and benefactor. In the context of Anglo-Saxon culture, where the poem originates, a lord or king was expected to be generous with wealth and gifts to his loyal followers. This kenning emphasizes the value and importance of this relationship. Example#3 “Then stood on stern, steered the craft,the wake of the ship, till that they saw the
sandy cliffs.The warriors stood ready, warriors by the sea,keenly saw the battle-light.” The kenning in the above stanza is “Battle-light” which is a reference to the shining of weapons and armor in the sunlight. It signifies the onset of battle. It paints a vivid picture of the gleaming gear of warriors as they prepare for conflict. Example#4 “Thou who
didst waken from his summer dreamsThe blue Mediterranean, where he lay,Lull’d by the coil of his crystalline streams.” Shelley personifies the West Wind as a powerful force that can awaken the Mediterranean Sea from its calmness. This personification attributes human-like abilities to the wind. It enriches the poem with a sense of the wind’s
powerful, almost divine influence on nature. Example#5 The writer explores themes of history, identity and connection to the past through the physical objects like bones. Heaney uses metaphorical language to evoke complex ideas in it. “I push my hands in the wet flax of your hair,In the watery motions of surrender” In the excerpt, the writer uses
metaphorical language to evoke the tactile sensation and intimate connection with the past by using “wet flax” and movements to “watery motions of surrender.” These expressions create vivid imagery and emotional depth, which corresponds to the purpose kennings serve in Old English and Norse poetry. Example#6 The use of language in this
sonnet is more direct and less given to the compound metaphorical imagery found in kennings. “He says the highway dust is over all.The bird would cease and be as other birdsBut that he knows in singing not to sing.” In these lines, the language of the writer particularly in phrases like, “singing not to sing” captures a paradoxical quality that reflects
on the nature of existence and the passage of time. It is a metaphorical expression that suggests the bird’s song is both a celebration of summer and an elegy for its passing. It embodies the dual nature of existence in a way that is reminiscent of the layered meanings found in kennings. A metaphor is a figure of speech that describes an object or
action in the manner that is not literally true but helps to explain an idea or make a comparison. Kennings are specific type of metaphor, where two words are combined to create a new compound expression. For example, in Old Norse poetry, a ship might be called a “sea-steed,” where “sea” and “steed” (a term for a horse) are combined to
metaphorically suggest the idea of a ship by comparing it to a horse that moves over the sea. The metaphorical nature of kennings allows for rich and evocative imagery within the constraints of the poetic form. It is a figure of speech, in which, a part is made to represent the whole. Kennings are more metaphorical and often involve compound
constructions, so they sometimes overlap with the concept of synecdoche when the compound elements of a kenning refer to a part of something to represent the whole. For example, a kenning like “whale-road” for the sea uses “whale” (a creature commonly found in the sea) as a part to represent the whole expanse of the sea. This device enriches
the text by adding layers of meaning and encouraging readers to make connections between the part and the whole. Examples of Kenning in Literature Read also: Literary Devices That Start with K Nothing is impossible for our writers! Let us guess: your only dream right now is “I would like someone to write my essay for cheap”? Our expert essay
writer is already here to make your dreams come true: seize the moment! Our secret to success is... ... sequence. Firstly, we assign the appropriate writer. Secondly, he conducts the research on the required topic. Thirdly, he checks the latest general requirements on formatting and editing. Finally, the writer uses all the material and creates
individual essay according to customer’s needs. Why Students Work with Us Since we check skills and knowledge of our writers, we can ensure the highest quality of every essay. It is very easy to check the plagiarism, so we don’t cheat on our customers and create papers from scratch. We can’t admit any delay or missing, since it will ruin our
reputation. We control the workload so we can provide every paper before the deadline. Title page, editing and formatting may be boring. Yet, these steps may improve the grade. If you order an essay, you will get all the mentioned for free Our support team will be there for you round the clock. Experts will gladly guide you through the order process
as well as assist you in any questions. Get ‘all-in-one’ solution: your title page, outline, and some other opportunities absolutely for free! Some students treat us as magicians. However, our team is just students in the past. We were struggling from dozens of college and university assignments. We were ready to pay for essay, but there were not so
many companies in the past. Therefore, we launched Essaywriter platform. Today we have helped more than 5000 students to get the highest grade for an essay. Are you tired of your essay assignments? Become one of our customers. We know how to cope with academic papers easily! The first thing we want to provide is our writing style. Our
writers created many essays on different topics. You may find the samples on our website. Original Papers from Scratch We strive to create individual papers for customers. Usually, we use our knowledge and the latest resources to crate papers. Yet, if you have additional requirements, you may send them via order form. Thus, your teacher won't
even guess that you asked somebody to help with assignment. Happy Client Says About Our Company Let’s be honest: most students don’t like their studies. Most likely, you're in college because it is the only way to build a good career. Your parents say you should study thoroughly, and then you will succeed in life. They are somewhat true because
college is a big school of life. You gain the necessary knowledge and skills, make new friends, find your weak points, and develop them. The college period is the time when your brain is working at full, and you’re open-minded and energized. However, there are also some tasks that you’'re personally responsible for. For example, you have to attend
classes and perform homework. You need to be on good standing in your educational institution and get good grades. And this is where our essay writing service can help you. Why do modern students may need an essay writing service? There are a lot of reasons why modern students ask for essay help. On the one hand, you have access to the
Internet, and it means you can find any information you need in a couple of minutes. However, there is so much data around us that it is very easy to get lost. And when your professor asks you to write a well-structured and creative paper, you might even don’t know where to start. If you find yourself in this situation, just send us your “write my
essay” message. Our professional company is a team of free paper writers, editors, and customer support managers who are here to have your back. Whatever challenge you need to overcome, they are ready to help you. Place the order on our website, and we’ll choose the best online essay writer who will provide you with any kind of paper according
to your requirements. Whether you need to write an essay, a research paper, a case study, or some kind of a report, you can rely on our paper helper. Professional essay writer is the shortest way to your academic success We work with students that are very smart and ambitious. They know why they study, what their goals are, and how they can
achieve them. However, there may be bad days when you’re just frustrated because of the scope of tasks. It is especially difficult to deal with writing assignments since they take a lot of time and effort. That’s why we recommend you to make short pauses, to have enough sleep, to meet your friends, etc. Our professional writers provide you with: all
types of essays; term papers; lab reports; book\article\art reviews; dissertations; business papers; admission essays; cover letters, etc. It is impossible to imagine the kind of academic writing that we can’t help you with. So, just send us your message, and let us choose the best author for you. Answering your question: “Can you write my essay for
cheap?” Our answer is yes! We understand that you ask for essay help when you just don’t have any other choice. Your deadline is coming, and you can’t just ignore the task because this decision will ruin your grades. You surely don’t want to spend all your money. However, it doesn’t mean that you should buy essays or other content pieces for $1-2
per page. When the price for term paper writing help is too low, it looks really suspicious. You should understand that each essay writer has invested a lot to be in this place right now. Maybe students from third-world countries are ready to work for a song, but they will never provide you with a guarantee that you need. We keep our prices reasonable
and affordable so that our customers can be sure: we offer perfect value for money. Who will be my free essay writer? When you send us a “write my essay” message, you should add a list of your requirements: the type of paper, the discipline, your academic level, etc. If you have a specific topic or some ideas that you want to implement, add them as
well. You can upload a file with instructions, e.g., a manual from your professor. Once we receive your order, we start looking for the best essay writer for cheap who is available and has the appropriate expertise to assist you. We have a solid team of experts with the best educational and decent working experience. Ordering research paper help from
us; you always work with the best ones. Don’t wait for the last moment: ask for essay writing help right now Now, when you understand that our essay writing service is a perfect chance to save your time, you should make the decision. We recommend you to place the order in advance because it provides you with more opportunities. For example, you
don’t have to worry about the deadline: our experts who write papers for money are very punctual. Just outsource your task, and keep calm. We’ll deliver your document exactly on time. Besides, the earlier you place your request, the more essay writers are available, and the lower is your price. The whole ordering process will take you just few steps:
Decide on your requirements; Tap Order Now button; Fill in the form with your requirements; Provide instructions: pages number, deadline, etc.; Proceed to payment. Once we have your order submitted, we start working on it. Essay writers are always on your side You should know that when you ask for college paper help, we do our best to provide
you with a personalized approach. That’s why we ask you to fill in the form with your instructions and expectations. Your essay writer needs to know what result you want to receive, especially if your professor has some specific requirements. Our essay writing service is absolutely customer-focused, and we always do our best to make you happy with
this experience. Don’t hesitate to ask questions, share your ideas, discuss issues, and so on. It will be a great collaboration! All you need is one “write my essay for me” message If you still don’t know whether you’'re ready to place the order, you can contact our customer support service with a question like “who will write my essay for me?” Our
managers work around the clock to provide customers from different time zones with instant response. They will tell you about the paper writer, the ordering process, your personal account, guarantees, and other details. So, if you have some doubts about essay help, just let us know, and we’ll dispel them. Our free essay writers can become your real
friends When you’re wondering, “Can I just pay someone to write my paper?”, you don’t think that your author can do something more for you than just deliver academic writing. But when you’re absolutely satisfied with the result, you can decide to place your second order. And the third one. We are always happy when our first-time customers
become regular ones and when they make friends with their authors. Our company is a safe place where you can always get support. What if I'm not happy with the author who wrote my essay for me? It is easy to understand if you have some doubts. Especially if it is your first experience with paper writers, companies promise you’ll receive an
amazing result, but what if not? Before you send your “write my essay” message, it is important to read the company’s policies, e.g., Money-back policy. It is a document that describes the rights and obligations of all parties. For example, it includes information about your actions when payment was debited twice or when you canceled the order. If
you're not satisfied with the quality of essay help, this document will tell you how to get your money back. Pay attention to its content to feel more protected. In any case, when we assign you the professional paper helper, we want you to feel really good about the result. We do our best to exceed your expectations, and situations, when our customers
ask for a refund are almost impossible. And if you think your draft doesn’t meet the initial instructions, we’ll offer you free revisions. You hire an essay writer — we provide you with guarantees A money-back guarantee is not the only kind of protection we provide you with. We want our customers to feel absolutely safe when working with us, that’s
why they can expect of: High-quality according to modern academic standards; Native speaking Ph.D writers with solid experience; No plagiarism policy; Delivery without delays; Absolute confidentiality. Boost your performance with our essay help Of course, when you ask “write my essay”, you want something more than just a paper that is delivered
on time. You want to get an A or B grade. There are days when you’'re loaded with homework so much that you just can’t pay enough attention to all of your assignments. It doesn’t mean that you should just let go of this situation and ruin your grades. When you send us your “do my paper” message, we already know what result you're interested in—
the best one. You could ask your friend to help you, but you hire a professional essay writer who knows your professor’s expectations. That’s why we can’t let you down. You should know that essay help is not just a one-time solution. You can learn from our authors, analyze papers they deliver, and ask your questions when something is unclear. It will
boost your academic performance in the long-term as well. You can always rely on our essay writers When we hire paper writers, we are looking not just for talented ones, and we are looking for the best ones. We value our reputation, and we want our customers to be absolutely happy with our services. It is possible to implement only when we have a
really reliable team. That’s why the recruitment process can be tough sometimes. Candidates are carefully selected before they start working with our customers. That’s why we are so confident when we provide you with guarantees: we just know who are the people we work with, and what level of quality they provide. What should you do before you
send a “write my essay for me” message? We have already mentioned that it is essential to decide on your requirements before you hire the paper writing service. Take some time to analyze your assignment, to think about its requirements, and your own vision of the final result. It is not necessary when you just want to deliver the paper on time:
attach your professor’s instructions, and that’s it. But if you need a cheap essay writer to make your content more personalized, you should help him or her to understand exactly what you need. Decide on your expectations from our essay writing service Even the best essay writer is not able to read your mind. Besides, when you have a list of clear
instructions, it is your protection if the final paper isn’t as good as expected. We'll offer you a free revision and compare the document to the list of your requirements. When you ask us for essay help, we want you to indicate: your academic level (high school, college, Bachelor, Master, etc.); the discipline (English, marketing, computer science,
chemistry, etc.); the type of paper (essay, term paper, research, lab report, etc.); preferable topic (or the list of ones); number of pages; deadline; formatting style (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.); any additional information that you find useful. Ask our managers “Can you write my paper for me?” If you have some doubts about our services, e.g. you don’t
know whether we can write a biology lab report, or a Ph.D. dissertation, you can always ask our managers! We are in touch 24\7 so that you can just start live chat, and we’ll answer you as soon as possible. Don’t think your questions are stupid or useless, and we don’t want you to have some worries when you’re waiting for your document. Let us
show you that we’re on your side! We can provide you with essay help and support whenever you need it When you’re looking for the best essay writing service these days, there are so many aspects to consider. The one thing you definitely shouldn’t think about is the location! Wherever you live, when you need our help, only one “write my essay”
message is required. You don’t have to meet us in person, to show your face, there is no need to use a phone. Most students don’t know where their free essay writer is located right now since he or she is always in touch and keeps you up to date. We are going to choose the best essay writer for you! We have already mentioned that we hire real
professionals only. It is not so easy to join our team because we have a solid list of requirements for all candidates. Our authors should: have a higher education with at least Master’s (better Ph.D.) degree; have good professional expertise in one’s field (economics, business, literature, computer science, etc.); have the incredible experience of
academic writing and be well-familiar with modern standards; support academic integrity principles; be punctual and responsible; be ready to guarantee the individual approach; be open to critical feedback and constant development. Write my essay: 3 words that change your life forever There is one more reason why so many people ask us “write my
paper”. It is a constant pressure. Modern students have the Internet, smartphones, and applications. But they still have 24 hours a day. They need to sleep, eat, meet friends, and so on. If you understand that essay help is the only way to keep the balance, don’t wait and send us your message. When you hire us, you get: enough time for other
assignments or personal life; good grades and praises from your professors; less anxiety and worries; time to fill gaps in knowledge; incredible samples to learn from. Start the interesting journey with our essay writing service Our cheap essay writing service can become an unforgettable part of your educational process. It is a place where you can
feel safe and protected. Your free essay writer and customer manager are always ready to support you. When you have difficulties with some disciplines or specific assignments, you don’t have to pore over textbooks: we are just here to provide you with professional assistance. You're not a superhero, and you can study at your own pace, learning new
information, overcoming challenges, and asking for help when you really need it. Place your order right now, and you’ll not regret this decision! There are days when professional essay writing services can become the best solution to all your study difficulties. Forget about stress and sleepless nights, and you can live your best life just like in movies
about college students. Don’t hesitate to ask for essay help since it is your chance to save time, money, and energy. We’ll choose the best essay writer who will surely exceed your expectations! Kenning Definition: In literature, a kenning is a compound poetic phrase substituted for the usual name of a person or thing. Kenning Examples: For example
the sea in Old English could be called segl-rad 'sail-road’, swan-rad 'swan-road', beeb-weg 'bath-way' or hwael-weg 'whale-way'. In line 10 of the epic Beowulf the sea is called the hronrade or 'whale-road'. The word is derived from the Old Norse phrase kenna eitt vid, "to express a thing in terms of another", and is prevalent throughout Norse, Anglo-
Saxon literature and Celtic literature. Kennings are especially associated with the practice of alliterative verse, where they tend to become traditional fixed formulas. A good knowledge of mythology was necessary in order to understand the kennings, which is one of the reasons why Snorri Sturluson composed the Younger Edda as a work of reference
for aspiring poets. Here is an example of how important this knowledge was. It was composed by the Norwegian skald Eyvind Finnson (d. ca 990), and he compares the greed of king Harald Gréafell to the generosity of his predecessor Haakon the Good: Barum Ullr, of alla imunlauks, & hauka fjollum Fyrisvalla frae Hakonar aevi; nu hefr folkstridir Fréda
faglyjadra pyja meldr i médur holdi mellu dolgs of folginn Translation in prose: Ullr, the onion of war! We carried the seeds of the Fyrisvellir on the mountains of the hawks during all of Hakon's life; now the enemy of the people has hidden the flour of Frdodi's hapless slaves in the flesh of the mother of the enemy of the giantesses. Onion of war is a
kenning for "sword" and names for gods were often used as base word in kennings for men and women. Ullr, the onion of war means "warrior" and refers to king Harald. The seeds of the Fyrisvellir means "gold" and refers to Hrolf Kraki's saga and it was the stolen gold that Hrolf's men spread on the wolds (vellir) south of Gamla Uppsala fleeing the
Swedish king Adils in order to make the king's men dismount and collect the gold. The mountains of the hawks is based to the knowledge that royalty often had tame falcons and hawks that they carried on their arms, and means "arms". In the second part the flour of Frddi's hapless slaves means "gold" and in order to understand the kenning, we need
to know Grottiséng and the legend of the Danish king Frodi. In Sweden, he bought the giantesses Fenja and Menja whom he had grind a mill that produced gold as if it were flour. The two giantesses were hapless because Frédi never let them rest and in revenge they finally produced bad luck and war until the mill broke down and Froédi's hall burnt.
The flesh of the mother of the enemy of the giantesses refers to the Earth (Jord), as she was the mother of Thor, the enemy of the Jotuns. A notable peculiarity of kennings is the possibility of constructing complicated kenning strings by means of consecutive substitution. For example, those who are keen in kenning readily know that slaughter dew
worm dance is battle, since slaughter dew is blood, blood worm is sword, and sword dance is battle. Another kind of wordplay is based on the inversion of kennings. For example, if sword dance is battle and spear-din is another kenning for battle, then sword may easily become "spear-din dancer". The root "ken" is still used in Scandinavian (kanna)
and in German (kennen) whereas its English use is restricted to Scots and the North of England. In northern Britain it is used in describing what a person knows about something or what they see, especially when seafaring. For instance, if somebody queries the happenings of the North Sea, of a lighthouse resident, the watcher would say they are
kenning this or that - "D'ye ken what a kenning is?". The root was applied to the "k" rune, pronounced similarly. Modern kennings Despite the archaic connotations of the term, many kennings exist in the modern lexis: "The devil's dandruff" - cocaine. "Falling over juice" - alcohol. "The Game of Kings" - various sports, primarily tennis. "The Beautiful
Game" - football. "wood-pusher" - skateboarder Kenning for death The eternal sleep The last breath The final journey The grim reaper's call The great leveller The silent passage The shadow's embrace The end of the line The dark abyss The inevitable fate The final curtain The cold touch The ultimate departure The cessation of being The final rest
External links Jormungrund: Lexicon of Kennings — The Domain of Battle



